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T he A bbott P ress, N. Y.
ANNUAL REPORT, 1925
The Board of Foreign Missions respectfully presents to General 
Synod its N inety-third Annual Report and the Sixty-eighth of its separ­
ate and independent action. •
W e follow an established and appropriate custom in recording at the 
outset our tribute o f respect for, and appreciation of, the life and services 
of those of the members of the Board and of the Missions who have 
been called to higher service during the year.
T he R everend A me Vennem a , D.D.
Member of the Board 1910-1925.
From  the commencement of his m inistry in 1882, Dr. Vennema gave 
evidence of his personal and practical interest in the foreign missionary 
w ork of the Church. H is sister was fo r a brief period a member of the 
Arcot Mission. In each one of his pastorates he kept alive and pro­
moted interest in this field of denominational activity. D uring his P resi­
dency of Hope College the Church drew heavily from  his students for 
its missionaries and the College body began its notable support of a 
representative in the Mission Field. W hile a member of the Board Dr. 
Vennema contributed valuable counsel, and indeed practical, though 
honorary, co-operation in the office of the Board during one year. His 
death occurred on April 26, 1925. The following M inute has been entered 
upon the records of the B o a rd !
T he B oard of Foreign  M issions, R. C. A., would take recogn i­
tion of the death of one of its m em bers, Rev. Ame Vennem a, 
D .D., a t his hom e in Passaic, N. J., A pril 26, 1925. W e are 
w ont to  say in our hum an w ay th a t “God m oves in a m ys­
terious w ay,” yet to  his children of the C hurch there  need be 
no m yste ry  bu t only g rea t satisfaction  in th a t H e moves.
D r. V ennem a’s long pasto ra te , his s tro n g  influence as preacher, 
pasto r, college presiden t and public-m inded citizen are all part 
in G od’s move fo r H is K ingdom  and H is children. F ifteen  
fru itfu l years, from  1910 to  1925, as m em ber of th is Board, 
du ring  one of which, June, 1919, to  June, 1920, he w as in direct, 
active touch w ith its w ork in the main offices in N ew  Y ork  
City, w ere in the plan of th e  M aster and th ro u g h  them  D r. 
V ennem a w rough t righteousness. H is ju d g m en t was calm  and 
unbiased for his faith  g ripped G od’s plans and his know ledge 
had sure g rasp  upon th e  h is to ry  of the developm ent of the 
C hurch in the past, m ore particu larly  upon the developm ent 
of the R eform ed C hurch in A m erica in the S tates of New 
Y ork and New Jersey . T here  is a faith  th a t is too  s tro n g  to  
be con troversial and a n a tu re  too  gentle to  be m ilitan t yet 
w hich in the ir com bination carry  far beyond the activities of 
ba ttle  and debate. T hese  w ere dom inant elem ents in Dr. 
V ennem a’s life. T hose w ho knew  him  in tim ately  felt often 
th a t he carried  ra th e r m ore than  w on souls to  the K ingdom  
for his faith  gave them  assurance and his love m ade them  
follow ers of the M aster of love.
Hi
H is in te rest in Foreign  M issions w as an in tegral part in his 
in te res t in the K ingdom — the w hole could no t exist w ithou t 
the part. A nd so he wove into all his th o u g h t and action the 
universal com m and w ith the in tim ate  parish  m inistry . T o  one 
w ho sees in all m en “b re th re n ” the ou tstand ing  em otion is 
justice w ith charity  and his own rightness, copied from  the 
character of God, will issue in the gen tlest rela tionsh ips w ith 
his b re th ren . In  such a life, w hether in its earlier years o r 
in the full harvest-tim e of ripe age, there  can be no m ystery  
and God can m ove w ith sairety and accom plishm ent. F o r 
such lives m en m ust needs bless God w ho m akes them  possi­
ble; for such a life th is B oard  is deeply gra tefu l—gra te fu l for 
its exam ple, fo r its inspiration , fo r its  com panionship . T he 
B oard of Foreign  M issions records its high esteem  for D r. 
V ennem a’s ability  and achievem ent, its regard  fo r his unsw erv­
ing devotion, and its g ra titude  to  the A u tho r of the U niversal 
C om m and fo r the com radeship  of so lovable a co-w orker.
T he R everend T heodore F. Zwemer
Member of the A rcot Mission 1923-1925.
Although Mr. Zwemer’s period of preparation and of anticipation 
was long his realization in service was limited to a brief year and a half. 
H e belonged to the family so well known in our Church for its notable 
m inisterial and missionary service at home and abroad. H is decision to 
enter upon Foreign Missionary Service was carefully reached and his 
preparation by study and experience was thorough. H e entered upon 
service in the A rcot Mission in 1923 w ith high anticipation. Although 
so short a time a member of the Mission during which year he was 
engaged in Language Study without the opportunity fo r active participa­
tion in work, he made so deep an impression upon his fu ture associates, 
both American and Indian, that he was diverted from  the special field 
and language for which he had been preparing, and by unanimous choice 
assigned to peculiar responsibility in the carrying out o f a new and 
im portant project—the precedent condition to this action being the confi­
dence aroused in his ability and personality and in his fine Christian spirit 
and attitude. I t  was while making preparations to enter upon this re­
sponsible task that he was taken down with typhoid fever and, a fter a 
brave struggle against this dread disease, that he died in Madanapalle, 
India, on February 6, 1925. The memory of his brief life will be cher­
ished long and tenderly by missionaries and Indians alike.
T he P ersonnel of th e  Board
The term s of the following members of the Board expire with 
this Session of G eneral Synod:
Rev. J. F rederick  Berg, Ph.D . 
Rev. E dw ard  D aw son, D .D. 
Rev. W m . B ancroft Hill, D.D. 
Rev. M. J. M acLeod, D .D.
Mr. H . A.
Rev. J. M. M artin  
Rev. J. G. M eengs 
Rev. E . F. R om ig 
M r. F. R. C ham bers 
K inports
P rov ision  will need to  be m ade fo r th e  vacancy in th e  un ­
expired term , 1924-1927, created by the death  of 
Rev. A m e Vennem a, D .D .
O utstanding Events of the Year
F rom  the point of view th a t we are  occupying there  w ere four 
ou tstand ing  events in the course of the year, tw o w ere particu larly  
related  to  our co-operation  at hom e and tw o to the fu ture  of our 
M issions abroad.
1. The W ashington Foreign Missions Convention
T his g rea t C onvention w as in itself a tr ium ph  of the m issionary  
enterprise. I t  d em onstra ted  the pow er and pull of Foreign  M issions. 
Its success was due to its theme for it had no adventitious aids. 
T he big A uditorium  in w hich it m et w as hard ly  finished and looked 
bare and uninviting. T here  w ere no decora tions; no t a m ap or a flag 
or banner or a s trip  of bunting. N o m usic of organ, so lo ist o r choir 
w as heard ; ju s t congregational singing w hich w as jubilant. N ever 
before w ere so m any or so various rep resen ta tives of Fore ign  M is­
sions gathered  to g e th e r on th is continent. An E cum enical M is­
sionary  C onference w as held in N ew  Y ork  in 1900. I t  w as a 
conspicuous success. But the W ash ing ton  C onvention w as fa r m ore 
comprehensive and representative; fifty-eight Denominational Boards 
and tw enty-seven o th er o rgan iza tions opera ting  in the Foreign  Field 
w ere rep resen ted  by 3,480 registered  delegates, w hile th e  steady 
average attendance was about 6,000. Leaders in American Church 
life, both  m in isters and laym en, w ere present.
T here  w ere six ty-one different addresses m ade on the C onven­
tion platform. The speakers represented Mission Boards in all parts 
of th e  U nited  S tates and Canada, w ith  the ir vary ing  types of purpose 
and of policy—th e  M ission B oards and C hurch C om m unions of 
Great Britain and Europe, and missionaries and N ationals from 
great Mission lands, men and women of different type, situation and 
experience. T here  w as natu rally  m uch varie ty  of view, shad ing  of 
em phasis and difference as to  policy and m ethod. But there  w as a 
su rp ris ing  un ity  of m ind as to w hat w as central, vital and  con tro lling  
in the Foreign  M issionary task : Jesus C hrist the solu tion  of the 
w orld ’s sp iritual need. H e it w as a round  w hom  all the though t and 
purpose of the C onvention gathered . I t  w as to  give H im  to  m en 
th a t the call for Fore ign  M issions w as reaffirm ed and directed. T he 
world needs H im ; is marvelously ready fo r H im  and responds to 
the p roclaim ing of H im . H e  is the  source and the pledge of Foreign  
M issionary  success, and the assurance of it w as never so obvious or 
so com pelling as now.
T he C onvention w as of today. I t  spen t little  tim e in recounting  
m issionary  h isto ry , o r in g lorify ing  it. R a th e r did it hono r the past 
by dealing w ith th e  p resen t w hich grew  out of it and the ad ju stm en t 
w hich w as required for going ahead. I t  w as a fo rw ard  looking 
C onvention to  w hich th e  m issionaries, especially, in te rp re ted  the 
signs of the tim es. T he  undism ayed faith  and courage of these m is­
sionaries before  the w ord ’s unrest, th e ir readiness to  decrease, if 
only the C hristian  M ovem ent should increase, engendered a b read th  
of m ind and w arm th  of sym pathy  and of C hristian  bro therliness
during these C onvention days th a t will surely  lead the C hristian  
C hurch in A m erica to  a new  Foreign  M issionary devotion.
T he address of the P res iden t of the U nited  S ta tes a t the opening 
session of th e  Convention w ith its  d iscrim inating  and unqualified 
endorsem ent of Fore ign  M issions as th e  one m ost absolutely  im ­
p o rtan t m ovem ent in the w orld  today, constitu ted  a m essage for 
the times, th a t deserves to  be spread th ro u g h o u t the  nation. A 
parag raph  from  this address m ay app rop ria te ly  close th is record  of 
a g rea t C hurch C onvention:
“ C hristianity , let it be im pressed, is a h ighly  practical as well 
as a profoundly  sp iritual m ode of life. I t  loses no th ing  of its 
sp iritual quality  because of its practical helpfulness; bu t it touches 
all its p ractical w orkings w ith  the sp irit and purpose of lo fty  asp ira­
tions. O ur confidence in it is justified  by our know ledge of its 
accom plishm ent. W herever it has been carried  and m ade a force 
in the affairs of m en it has w rought for the ir good.
“So, as the C hristian  nations have assum ed the responsibility  for 
bring ing  this new  and higher civilization in touch w ith all peoples, 
so they m ust recognize the ir responsibility  to press on and on in 
their task  of enlightenm ent, education, sp iritualization , C hristianizing. 
T here  can be no hesitancy; no cessation of effort.”
2. The Jubilee o f the IVOman’s Board o f Foreign Missions
M uch has appeared in our D enom inational lite ra tu re  upon this 
Jubilee, so p rom inent in the hom e life of the C hurch in the year, 
and so prom ising  in its fu tu re  enrichm ent of the  life and w ork of 
ou r M issions. W e cannot forbear, how ever, a record  of fact and 
of appreciation  in this place. W ith  characteristic  fo re th o u g h t and 
preparation , the officers of the W o m an ’s B oard  laid their careful 
plans for the suitable com m em oration  of the com pletion of fifty 
years of their o rganized co-operation  in the Foreign M issionary 
enterprise of our Reform ed Church, and with splendid loyalty the 
w om en of the C hurch carried  fo rw ard  these plans. W hen  they  
culm inated in the form al Jubilee Exercises on Jan u ary  21, 1925, the 
entire Denomination joined in thanksgiving and praise. I t was a 
notable reco rd  w orth ily  com m em orated . T he W om an’s B oard has 
issued a pam phlet including the p rogram  and addresses of the day, 
and a book contain ing the h is to ry  of the F ifty  Y ears in Foreign 
Fields.
I t  is fitting th a t there  should be recorded in th is place the 
formal Minute, inscribed on parchment and presented by the 
P residen t on the Jubilee Day, se tting  fo rth  the co-operation  of 
G eneral Synod’s B oard in the Jubilee  and its high estim ate  of the 
character and im portance of the w ork  of the w om en of our C hurch 
in p rom oting  its g rea t Foreign  M issionary  w ork.
T he  B oard of Foreign  M issions of the G eneral Synod of the 
R eform ed C hurch in A m erica extends to  the W o m an ’s B oard 
of Fore ign  M issions its hearty  gree tings on the occasion of 
the Golden Jubilee of its o rganized effort in behalf of the 
w om en and children of th e  lands of the non-C hristian  w orld.
T he Synod’s B oard  reco rds its deep and heartfe lt in te rest in 
the com pletion  of a half cen tu ry  of notably  successful activity  
by the W o m an ’s B oard. D uring  these five decades of un­
ceasing effort and joyous achievem ent our tw o organizations 
have been in close and fru itfu l association. W ith  the desire 
and  purpose to  accom plish a g rea t end m ore effectively by 
m eans of a special form  of o rganization , there  has been 
developed th rough  these golden years a partnersh ip  charac te r­
ized by unity  in purpose, in co-operative effort, in responsibility  
for the w ork  in our fields abroad, and in the building up of 
our resources a t hom e—a p artnersh ip  th a t has been made 
closer by each sharing  the o th e r’s bu rdens and achievem ents.
T he Synod’s B oard has g ratefu lly  m arked  w ith the passing  years 
the g row ing  accom plishm ents of the W o m an ’s B oard in 
organizing  and un iting  the w om en in our churches a t hom e 
in suppo rt of the g rea t Fore ign  M issionary  en terp rise  of our 
Church, and in th u s enabling them  to  bring  abou t notable 
resu lts on the four M ission F ields in all departm en ts of the 
w ork  in w hich the m issionaries of the W o m an ’s B oard have 
engaged. In  the fifty years th a t have passed m ultitudes of 
w om en and children in A sia have heard  th ro u g h  th is agency 
the sto ry  of Jesus C hrist and have found in H im  the W ay, 
the T ru th  and the Life.
T he D enom ination  is also to be congra tu la ted  th a t the W om an 's 
B oard th rough  its high ideals, its sp iritual enthusiasm  and its 
abundan t faith  has done so m uch to keep the m issionary  fires 
bu rn ing  in the hom es, the schools and the churches of our 
m em bersh ip  in A m erica.
T he Synod’s B oard  begs to  assu re  the W o m an ’s B oard of its 
p rayerfu l and lively hope th a t the nex t and succeeding half 
centuries m ay be sim ilarly  crow ned w ith the abundan t b less­
ing of A lm ighty  God.
T h a t as a fu r th e r evidence of the desire of Synod’s B oard to  
co-operate w ith the W om an’s B oard in the joys and service of 
the Jubilee, $5,000 from  M rs. Alice W . T o rre y ’s legacy be p re ­
sented to  the W om an’s B oard to  be adm in istered  by th a t 
B oard in connection w ith the Jubilee.
3. The United Mission in Mesopotamia
In  fulfillm ent of plans outlined in the last A nnual R eport of the 
B oard, and already carried  ou t in part, at th a t tim e, so fa r as the 
hom e organization  was involved, the field organization  of the U nited 
M ission in M esopotam ia w as form ally  effected in B aghdad  on A pril 
10, 1924. At that place and time the missionaries already on the 
field by appo in tm en t of th e  co-operating  B oards m et and con­
stitu ted  them selves a M ission, under the au th o rity  vested  in them  by 
the Jo in t C om m ittee, by the adoption of a C onstitu tion  and B y-L aw s 
and the election of officers. T hese w ere as follow s:
Rev. E. W . M cD owell, D .D., P residen t 
Rev. Jam es Cantine, D.D., S ecretary  
Rev. J. W . W illoughby, M.A., T rea su re r
W e here record  th is event of wide im portance and h isto ric  signifi­
cance. C om m ents upon the w ork  of th e  first com pleted year of the 
life and w ork  of this U nited  M ission will follow  in a la ter parag raph .
4. The Amalgamation o f the Arabian M ission and the Board
T he B oard  has proceeded deliberately  and w ith necessary  legal 
advice in th e  course of the year in carry ing  out the fo rm al action  of 
the G eneral Synod of 1924 au thorizing  the B oard  to  bring  about at 
as early  a date  as possible the com plete am algam ation  of the 
A rabian  M ission w ith the B oard. T h is w as in realization  of the 
actual conditions, and w ith a view to  lessening the adm inistra tive 
m achinery  involved, as well as to  b ring ing  about a closer sense of 
responsibility  fo r the w ork  of the A rabian  M ission, which, th rough  
the years since its separate  organization , has becom e increasing ly  a 
p a rt of the m issionary  w ork  of ou r R eform ed Church. A  petition  
to this end, d issolving the Inco rpo ra tion  of the A rabian  M ission in 
New Jersey , and recognizing the B oard  of Foreign  M issions, 
incorporated  in New Y ork, as its legal successor, is now  before the 
C ourt of C hancery of the S ta te  of N ew  Jersey. Since, how ever, 
this legal action  is no t yet com pleted , the constituencies of th e  
A rabian  M ission and of the B oard of F o re ign  M issions are strongly  
urged to  m aintain  the ir su p p o rt of the A rabian  M ission fo r the 
reason th a t th e ir treasu ries  still rem ain separa te  and distinct, and 
only so m uch can be appropria ted  to  the A rabian  M ission as is 
designated  fo r th a t specific purpose.
T H E  MISSION FIELDS
Ch in a
W hen considering the presen t unstab le  political conditions in 
China, it m ust be borne in m ind that, a lthough  the date of the 
R evolution overth row ing  th e  m onarchy  is O ctober 10, 1911, the 
perm anent C onstitu tion  of the R epublic w as no t actually  prom ul­
gated  until O ctober 10, 1923. T w o  forces are  at w ork  in China. 
O ne is a m ovem ent tow ard  provincial in tegration , and th e  o ther a 
m ovem ent tow ard national concen tra tion  of au thority . Som e th ink 
th a t no t m uch m ore p rogress will be m ade nationally  in o rganizing 
China politically until the Provinces are sufficiently well organized 
to  select s tro n g  rep resen tatives to  act fo r them  in a cen tral govern ­
m ent. In  the m eantim e th e  u tte r  inadequacy of all form s of com ­
m unication  m akes the developm ent and expression  of a  national 
opinion exceedingly difficult. I t  is quite probable th a t the process 
of se tting  up a stable governm en t will have to  w ait until the  Chinese 
people are som ew hat m ore generally  educated, b e tte r provided w ith 
new spapers and b e tte r  able to  read. T o  th is end trem endous efforts 
are  being m ade to  decrease illiteracy, a g rea t h indrance to  all 
p rogress.
T he effect of the p resen t unstable conditions upon th e  w ork  is 
no t as serious as m igh t be expected. A s a m atte r of fact the m is­
sionaries generally  are  going on w ith  their w ork  about as usual. 
T he num ber of p laces affected adversely  appears to  be few. A s is 
na tu ra l a g row ing  Chinese self consciousness is giving rise to  ques­
tions about the control of Mission Schools, and the place of
religious education in those  schools. These are  becom ing acute. 
S till those  in a position  to  judge s ta te  th a t th e  national C hristian  
o rgan izations in China are ca rry in g  on th e ir w ork  all over the 
coun try  about as usual.
In so far as the p resen t an ti-C hristian  M ovem ent is a nationalistic 
expression against a fo reign  religion, it w ill be increasing ly  necessary  
to  couch the C hristian  m essage in C hinese term s. I t  is also becom ­
ing u rg en t th a t an apologetic by Chinese C hristians be prepared. 
A ltoge ther the p rospect in C hina is a lively one and challenging.
J apan
So m uch has been said and w ritten  in recen t m on ths of events 
in Japan  and their effect upon national though t and feeling in th a t 
land, th a t it only needs to  recall these conditions to  realize the 
background  against w hich the largest a lm ost exclusively A m erican 
M ission field in the w orld  plays its  part. T he  W ash ing ton  C onfer­
ence of 1921, and the unfolding to Japan of the tru th  that there 
could be an unselfish nationalism ; the g rea t earthquake d isaster of 
1923, and the revelation  to Japan  of a quickly responsive national 
h ea rt; the U nited  S ta tes Im m igra tion  A ct of 1924, and the realization 
of the fact th a t a long  w ith an altru istic  and a generous in ternational 
m ind there  could be a b rusque and inconsidera te  national m anner, 
all these have th row n  Japan  back upon an A siatic nationalism , th a t 
has m ade the w ork  of m issionaries a t once m ore difficult. Japan, 
a lthough  g rea tly  shocked by th is exhibition  of h arsh  national 
m anners, has m aintained her d ignity  and her own co rrec t bearing 
tow ard  foreigners, especially tow ard  A m erican M issionaries, so as to 
win the ir affection and the ir respect, w here h itherto  they  had called 
out m ore particu larly  their adm iration . W hile national friendships 
have been strained, individual friendships on a Christian basis have 
been continued and deepened.
I ndia
T he last of the g rea t A siatic nations, India, is slow ly aw akening 
from  her long sleep. She has a t last heard  the cell to join the ranks 
of the nations of the w orld  and is rising  to take her place am ong 
them . W este rn  civilization has been before  h e r fo r a century , but 
has n o t satisfied her. She believes th a t as her instincts are  different 
she should  draw  m ore upon her own resources to  find peace and 
s tren g th  for her soul. W hile out of deep affection she praises 
everything belonging to her, she is also critically examining her 
inheritance and is m aking an earnest a ttem p t to  adap t it to  suit 
m odern  conditions. H ence the cry th ro u g h o u t the coun try  for 
Ind ian  men, Ind ian  m anagem ent, Ind ian  m ethods, in fact fo r Swaraj. 
T he  friends of Ind ia  cannot bu t respec t this a ttitu d e  w hich show s 
th a t Ind ia  is com ing to  its own. T hose  w ho desire th a t Ind ia  should 
m ake its ow n con tribu tion  to  th e  w orld should help her to  live her 
own life. T he  Ind ian ization  of the C hurch founded by foreigners 
does no t necessarily  m ean tem pering  its C hristian  character in any 
way, bu t the C hurch ip. Ind ia  should  be so organized as to  rep re­
sent the religious life of India. E specially in the sphere of religion 
Ind ia  has a contribution  to m ake. I t  is bu t r igh t to  expect the 
Indian C hurch to  bring  into the H o ly  C atholic C hurch her peciular 
treasures. I t  will be able to  d ischarge its duty  and serve the uni­
versal C hurch when her life expresses her inm ost na tu re  sanctified 
by th e  grace of Jesus C hrist.
O ne of the s tro n g  tendencies in th is p rocress of naturaliz ing  
the Ind ian  C hurch is tow ard  a m inim izing of denom inational differ­
ences, w hich are  an exotic, and a unifying of C hurch organization . 
O n D ecem ber 30, 1924, the U nited  C hurch in India (N o rth ), w as 
founded by the com ing toge ther of the P resby te rian  C hurch in Ind ia  
and the C ongregational C hurches connected w ith the N orth  India 
M ission of the A m erican B oard. O n the m orn ing  of th a t day the 
delegates of the C ongregational C hurches m et in one of the halls of 
the U nited  F ree  C hurch College in B om bay, and on passing ou t w ere 
m et on the verandah  by m em bers of the G eneral A ssem bly of the 
P resby te rian  Church, the tw o lines coalescing as they  en tered  the 
main hall. T he  U n iting  A ct w as then  unanim ously  adopted . T he 
tw o M odera to rs exchanged w ords of g ree ting  and the w hole A ssem ­
bly joined in the D oxology. D r. R obert E. H um e, the veteran  
A m erican M issionary, w as then  chosen as the first M oderator of the 
U nited  C hurch. T his U nited  C hurch includes abou t 1,300 churches 
and 55,000 com m unicant m em bers.
T he South  India U nited Church, in to  w hich the C hurches of the 
A rco t Classis passed m any years ago, rep resen ts a still m ore sig ­
nificant ecclesiastical union, since it includes elem ents of the A m eri­
can and G erm an R eform ed, A m erican and E nglish  C ongregational 
and the P resb y te rian  C hurches. In  the  course of recent years this 
South  Ind ia  U n ited  C hurch has been actively discussing organic 
union w ith the A nglican C hurch on the basis of the acceptance of 
a Constitutional Episcopacy. W ith 1924 the W esleyan M ethodist 
C hurch entered in to  the consu lta tions on an equal footing w ith the 
o th er C hurches. A Jo in t C om m ittee on U nion has been form ed 
and has discussed practical steps fo r union of these th ree d ivergent 
bodies. Should  th is union be consum m ated , as seem s no t im ­
probable, the resu ltan t m em bership  will approxim ate 350,000.
A rabia
Even the long established desert independence of N om adic 
Bedouin tribes in Arabia seems to be yielding to the movement
tow ard  la rger organic political units. T he P an  Islam ic M ovem ent 
is no m ore. W ith  the separation  of religion from  the S ta te  by the 
one Muhammadan Government that has held them in union, Islam 
m ust now  depend upon its own p ropagating  pow er. I t  begins to  
seem  probable th a t a C hristian  C hurch, a fte r  long w aiting, m ay 
soon arise in the most bigoted area of the Muhammadan W orld, the 
C radle of Islam .
N o in telligent observer of th e  condition of the non-C hristian
nations, among which our Missions are  planted and working, can
fail to  be deeply im pressed by the signs of m om entous change and
developm ent appearing  w ithin them . T h a t these changes are  to 
have and m ust have an im p o rtan t bearing  on the g row th  of the 
Kingdom of Christ it is impossible to doubt. N or can it any more 
be doubted th a t as they  widen and m ultip ly  the opportun ities, so they 
in tensify  the obligation of the en tire  C hurch w ith  reference to  giving 
the Gospel to  their peoples. T hey  also m ake the streng then ing  and 
en largem ent of our own w ork  am ong them  of vital im portance.
Finally, these th ings we believe to  be true :
1. T h e re  is no pow er in any religious w orship  or system  in the 
lands our m issionaries know  to redeem  and save.
2. T he  G ospel of Jesus C hris t has th is pow er everyw here and 
alw ays, w herever and w henever it is faithfully  and lovingly 
preached and applied.
3. T he  w ork  of the C hurch in applying th a t G ospel to  the sins 
and needs of the  w orld  is bu t in its beginning.
4. T he opportun ities open to  all our M issions for la rg e r w ork 
of every so rt a re  a d istinct call of God to  th e  C hurch to 
a ttem p t g rea te r th ings fo r H im , assured  th a t it w ill receive 
g rea te r th ings from  H im .
5. T he  w ork  already  accom plished, carried  on by as noble and 
devoted  a com pany of m en and  w om en as any C hurch need 
wish to  have, established on firm foundations and roo ted  in 
the confidence and affection of the peoples, affords a vantage 
g round  and constitu tes a claim  fo r m uch la rg e r w ork.
6. T he chief h indrance to  such larger w ork  is found here at 
hom e in the heart of the C hurch w hich is no t as yet as the 
heart of C hrist tow ard  a needy w orld.
TH E MISSIONS AT WORK
A moy
In the introduction to the Report for the year the Amoy Mission 
naturally calls attention to general conditions favorable and unfavorable 
to the progress of their work. Among the unfavorable conditions are 
the disturbing political atmosphere, the roving m ilitary bands, which are 
hardly more than groups of bandits, the resumption of the growth of 
opium, and the somewhat sudden appearance of a strong anti-Christian 
Movement, particularly aimed at Christian Education. W hile the un­
favorable effect of these conditions is not general throughout the Mission, 
some Stations have particularly suffered from them. The emigration 
from certain villages in the Tong-an District, resulting from the presence 
of disorganized m ilitary bands, has greatly weakened some of the 
churches of that district.
On the other hand there are some generally favoring conditions, as 
the growing usefulness of the Annual P reacher’s Conference, which this 
year had  the advantage of the presence and assistance of one of the 
Secretaries of the China N ational Christian Council, an organization which 
is proving itself distinctly helpful to missionary interests throughout 
China. Another favoring condition is the erection of a fine new build­
ing fo r the Amoy Y. M. C. A., at a cost of Mex. $50,000 this amount 
being raised entirely on the field, chiefly from  Chinese.
The year has been marked by peculiarly large building operations 
owing prim arily to the removal o f Talmage College to Chiang-chiu, and 
the erection of new buildings at that Station.
The women’s work of the Mission has also profited by this build­
ing program, particularly at Amoy. The work conducted for women in 
this Mission is both active and strong and constitutes a very important 
feature of the whole w ork of the Mission.
The Amoy Station has undergone considerable change during the 
year in view of the removal of Talm age College and the Theological 
Seminary to Chiang-chiu. This step with regard to Talm age College 
has long been under consideration and was finally decided upon two 
years ago with a view to a larger contribution by this old institution of 
the Mission to  its life and to  the development of leadership in the 
Chinese Church. A very favorable site has been secured in Chiang-chiu 
and new buildings are being erected with funds collected a number of 
years ago. Substantial additions to  these funds are being made by 
Chinese Christians. The new buildings are not yet completed, but the 
College moved to Chiang-chiu a t the close of the year and is now at 
work at its new home. An old temple remodelled is serving tem porarily 
as a Chapel. D uring the year seventeen boys united with the church, 
and a preaching band conducts services in the neighboring prison and 
hospital. The boys also carry on Daily Vacation Bible Schools. Graduates 
of last year’s class joined Fukien Christian U niversity in which the 
Board co-operates as also Canton Christian College.
For the present the Theological Seminary is occupying an ancestral 
hall rented until perm anent provision is made. In the meantime the 
Synod of the Chinese Church is planning fo r its own Theological School 
tow ard the maintenance of which it has invited the co-operation of the 
three Missions working in the Amoy region.
Notwithstanding distinctly difficult conditions Hope and W ilhelmina 
Hospitals have had a very good year under the vigorous guidance of 
Dr. Bosch. A  Training School for N urses has been opened, the evan­
gelistic work has been carried on, and out-patients reached a total of 
17,357, five-fold more than in the preceding year. The receipts that have 
been earned by the hospitals from those able to  pay for treatm ent totaled 
Mex. $26,500. Only $2,000 have been contributed for the expenses of 
these hospitals from  Mission funds.
The Chiang-chiu D istrict is enjoying the vigorous leadership of five 
of its strongest churches; that at Chiang-chiu is constructing a new 
building with a seating capacity of 1,200 to cost Mex. $20,000, this 
Church being intent on erecting the first large church building in the 
Mission wholly built from  funds contributed by its own membership 
without outside financial assistance. One of the churches of this group, 
in spite o f heavy losses and taxes, averaged $7.52 per member for church 
expenses and additional contributions during the year.
The Boys’ School at Chiang-chiu has considerably enlarged its build­
ing from funds contributed by one of the Church Elders.
The Leng-na D istrict has made distinct progress through the year 
in the development of a strong Christian life, as also in the increase of 
its building and equipment. Three of the Churches in this district are 
particularly active in carrying forw ard a vigorous Christian life. D uring
the year the Boys’ School entered into its new building with the great 
enthusiasm of the students and local community.
One of the outstanding events of the year was the formal opening 
of the Fagg Memorial Hospital at this Station. This has given great 
satisfaction to the resident missionaries as also to the Chinese community, 
and has resulted in a large increase of patients and operations. In the 
Sio-khe D istrict three of the four churches have reported a fairly pros­
perous year, one of them having contributed $1,000 for a school to be 
maintained by the Church. U nder the faithful leadership of the pastor 
of this Church considerable accesions have been made to its membership. 
This D istrict is proud of its three pastors. W hat it lacks is qualified 
Evangelists to carry  forw ard the w ork of the Mission into the region 
beyond.
Neerbosch Hospital at this Station shows a marked increase in its 
work. The Boys’ School is overcrowded and greatly needs a new build­
ing which fortunately it will have in the course of this year.
In  the Tong-an D istrict an effort has been made to carry  forw ard 
a distinct program recommended by the Classis, providing for “Preach­
ing Meetings” fo r non-Christians, and “Revival Meetings” for the C hris­
tians, in each of the Chapels of the three pastorates. Once a month the 
unordained preachers meet with the pastor and spend three or four days 
preaching at one center.
D uring the year several gifts have been received for evangelizing 
the region where Mr. Eckerson was shot several years ago. To this end 
preparatory w ork was carried on for the two preceding years. These 
plans culminated in a concentrated effort during the past year. I t  is in 
this Station that the unwelcome visits of w andering groups of bandits 
has led to much emigration. T hat the preachers have stayed at their 
posts suffering danger and privation w ith their congregations is a matter 
calling for favorable comment in the report.
The Elisabeth H . Blauvelt Memorial Hospital has had a difficult but 
active year, being without the services of a foreign physician, but called 
upon at the same time to  render large service in view of the activity 
of the bandits and the wounding of many people. The Chinese assistants 
are particularly commended fo r their work in the hospital.
A ltogether the year has been a notable one in several respects, par­
ticularly in laying the basis for still more active and effective service in 
building up the Kingdom of Christ in this part of China.
A rcot
The sharp trend of events by which the A rcot Mission has shared 
its responsibility w ith the Arcot Assembly is impressively illustrated by 
the fact tha t the Forew ord to  the Annual Report is prepared by an 
Indian member of the Assembly. A perusal of this Forew ord is par­
ticularly commended to those interested in developments in India. The 
author claims that the value of a practical religion like Christianity is 
better seen in a country where it comes into conflict with faiths o f a 
different order. From  this standpoint he enters upon the interesting 
speculation as to w hat would have been the character of present day 
Christianity, if instead of going W est with St. Paul at the beginning
it had traveled East with St. Peter or St. Thomas. His conclusion is that 
W estern Christian Missions have much still to do in this ancient country 
and that India needs more than ever earnest Christian workers, who by 
their life and work will be able to prove that true manhood and woman­
hood are possible only in C hrist; that only by being like Christ our­
selves can we help India in a way acceptable to her.
The Report notes with great concern the serious losses in the mis­
sionary personnel during the past year occasioned by illness and death. 
No less than seven members of the staff were obliged to leave India 
unexpectedly on account of health conditions, while the death of two, 
Miss Hancock early in the year and Rev. T. F. Zwemer at its close, 
has greatly emphasized its losses. The Report also notes with gratitude 
the significant accession to the missionary staff.
The Arcot Assembly having completed the first year of its existence 
naturally comes under observation as to what has been accomplished by 
this experiment in co-operation. Constitutions, however well they may 
appear on paper, will reveal unexpected weaknesses when subjected to the 
test of experience. One distinct advantage is recorded, that the Indian 
members have had the opportunity of becoming fam iliar with the actual 
practical working of the organization, while the missionary members have 
had new insights into the desires, aspirations and ideals of the Indian 
community. No brief summary can adequately represent this significant 
and progressive development in the passing of administrative responsibil­
ity from an exclusive foreign body to one composed of Indians as well 
as foreigners. The Report must be read to appreciate this unique de­
velopment.
The many lines of co-operative work in which the Arcot Mission 
and Assembly are engaged with many other Missions in South India are 
noted in the Report, particular reference being made to our Mission’s 
large contribution to co-operative effort through the Union M issionary 
Medical School fo r W omen at Vellore and the Union Mission Teachers’ 
Training School, also in Vellore. This co-operative w ork is signally 
useful in a large and old missionary field like tha t of India.
The Report of the Indian Church Board records with gratitude that 
while during the two years previous the Indian churches have shown 
severe losses accounted for on paper rather than by actual loss, the year 
under review presents a gratifying comparison. There have been 428 
received into full communion and 1,139 received into the Christian com­
munity during the year. There were 893 baptisms, 359 of whom were 
adults. There has also been a small but decided increase in the contribu­
tions of the churches amounting to Rs. 455. An experiment has been 
made in establishing a few Christian families on a plot of ground 
granted to the Mission by the Government. A Chairman of one of the 
Circles of this Board makes this significant comment: “W e are en­
couraged at the stability and progress of the congregations. More than 
ever one can see among them clear indications of spirituality. To a very 
large number of our Christians the religion of Christ is no more a 
burden, but an enjoyment and inspiration.”
The Assembly was much stirred by a visit during the year from 
Rev. S. M. Zwemer, who laid bare conditions amongst the large propor­
tion of Muhammadans in the Arcot Mission area to the number of about
135,000. In  response to his presentation the Assembly and Mission have 
adopted a plan fo r more definite approach to Moslems, which they hope 
to carry forw ard in the future.
A new feature has been introduced into the evangelistic work at 
Chittoor by making use of an institution old in the religious history of 
India called “A shram .” This is not merely a social center but a home 
fo r religious and spiritual conversation and instruction. The desire is 
to develop a genuine Christian fellowship in the heart o f a town with 
a view to leavening the whole town with the spirit of Christ. Although 
at first the men of the town seemed indifferent and reserved, they are 
slowly draw ing nearer to  the Ashram . Indeed many o f the educated 
young men visit the A shram  and often engage in conversation about 
Christ and H is Kingdom. Some of them have decided to study the New 
Testament, and still others of these non-Christian men are attending the 
Sunday classes.
The w ork of improving village education has gone forw ard although 
seriously affected by the w ithdrawal o f the member of the Mission who 
was prim arily responsible fo r its introduction and organization. A 
group of teachers o f village schools was brought together fo r an entire 
month and given intensive training in the “P ro jec t Method,” in the teach­
ing of the T hree R ’s, as also of the Bible. I t  is expected, by this and 
other means that marked progress will be made in lifting up the status 
and life o f those draw n into the Christian Church from  these villagess.
W omen’s w ork has been a very strong feature of the life and work 
of the Mission and it is being carefully nurtured by the Assembly. 
Evangelistic, educational and medical w ork has reached a conspicuous 
development, the record of which is set fo rth  fully in the Y ear Book of 
the W om an’s Board. The prominent educational feature of this 
w ork during the year was the entrance upon new buildings by the Girls’ 
H igh School through the completion of the Sherman Memorial at 
Chittoor. These new buildings are models fo r South India in their form 
of construction adapted to  the life of India. They are one story, open 
air school buildings, constructed around a courtyard full of beautiful 
trees. The dorm itories are under the cottage plan arranged so as to 
combine Indian architectural design with W estern ventilation and hygiene. 
They are proving a joy to the school itself and also attracting large a t­
tention throughout South India.
Voorhees College has enjoyed a good year with usual attendance and 
has called forth  a distinctly favorable comment from the inspecting Gov­
ernm ent officer. D uring the time o f inspection this official visited the 
Scripture class. A t its close, although a non-Christian, he urged upon the 
members of the staff and class that the law o f love that Christ adopted 
and that had been held up before the Scripture class should be the basis 
of all relationships in life.
The Vellore Christian Hostel has developed in the course o f the year 
qualities o f self help and the dignity o f manhood that are an inevitable 
result o f Christian example and precept.
The A rcot Theological Seminary holds an increasingly useful place 
in the development of leadership in the Christian Church.
The H igh Schools a t Madanapalle and Tindivanam have undergone 
some changes. Hope H igh School has suffered severe losses in attend­
ance through opposition that is incident to successful Christian w ork in 
a non-Christian land. The High School at Tindivanam now has an 
Indian Principal which marks a step in the present trend of events.
The Industrial Institute at K atpadi occupies a very im portant place 
in the life of the Mission, not only in the building up of practical in­
dustries, but in the development of Christian life, as illustrated by the 
fact that the staff and students of the Institute subscribed Rs. 2,200 for 
the enlarging and reconstructing of the Church attended by them.
The A gricultural Farm  and School, a fte r long and varied years of 
preparation, are now taking on an organized form that will give them a 
more definite place in the Christian community.
The medical ministries, so conspicuous in the life of the Mission are 
continuing. The old general hospital a t Ranipettai is at last looking 
forw ard to  the completion of the Scudder M emorial Building, which will 
give this historic institution a suitable equipment for enlarged work.
The ministries of healing for the women and children continue to 
abound through the agency of M ary L ott Lyles H ospital at Madanapalle 
and M ary Taber Schell Hospital at Vellore, now a part of the Union 
M issionary Medical School. These ministries are peculiarly active and 
helpful to the entire Mission community and fa r beyond.
J apan ,
The Report of the Japan Mission records the fact that the year 1924 
has been one of heart searching fo r the people of Japan resulting in a 
better understanding of herself. The realization that periods of pros­
perity are not necessarily perm anent and that international relationships 
are subject to variations has given to the people of Japan a sense of the 
necessity for greater reliance upon her own resources.
Among the conditions that have been disturbing are the continued 
high prices and the considerable amount of unemployment. The effects 
of the great earthquake of 1923 in the capitol city of Tokyo and in 
Yokohama still rest heavily upon Japan. The Exclusion Clause of the 
United States Im migration Act of 1924 has led to the Churches reassert­
ing their independence and to increasing their efforts tow ard self support.
A conference was held including representatives of Shintoism, 
Buddhism and Christianity, the purpose being to discuss methods of closer 
co-operation in moral and spiritual work for the country.
The N ational Christian Council, recently organized, is assuming a 
place of importance and leadership in the Christian life of the country. 
The Church of Christ in Japan, with which the Reform ed and Presby­
terian Missions have been associated, has suffered a grievous loss in the 
death o f the Rev. M asahisa Uemura, the foremost leader in the de­
nomination. As preacher and teacher and editor he fulfilled a three-fold 
function of great influence in Japan.
U nder the circumstances prevailing in Japan, notable developments 
have not taken place in the life of the individual churches. Some of 
them, particularly Kagoshima and Saga Churches, have progressed toward 
financial independence. Preaching places have been maintained and faith ­
ful evangelistic work carried on.
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The four schools with which our Mission is related, two of them in 
co-operation with the Presbyterian Mission, have continued their useful 
service, each one aiding distinctly in the building up of the Kingdom of 
God through the conversion of the students in these schools.
The Theological Departm ent of Meiji Gakuin at Tokyo has been 
separated from the Academic Department. Substantial building improve­
ments have been carried out, and a new President has been elected in 
the place of Dr. Ibuka, who was fo r th irty  years President of this in­
stitution.
There has been a distinct improvement in scholarship in Steele 
Academy at Nagasaki, and the religious life of this institution is strong 
resulting in many baptisms through the year.
Ferris Seminary at Yokohama has carried on its work notw ith­
standing the limitations of temporary buildings in the place of those 
destroyed by the earthquake. The diligence of the pupils and the loyalty 
of the Alumnae have brought steadiness and strength to the institution 
under trying conditions. This school is looking forw ard to the erection 
of new buildings in the near future, and to the entrance upon a new 
career of increasing usefulness among the women of Japan.
The year’s w ork has been impressively summarized in the Report as 
fo llow s: “D uring the year witness has been given from week to week
in more than a score of preaching places and to fifteen hundred young
men and women in our schools. M ore than six score lives have been 
led, often in the face of considerable opposition of parents or adverse 
circumstances, to make the good confession and have joined the ranks 
of the Christian Church. W e have felt at times depressed because of 
the lack of solidarity of Christianity in our land to back up such work
as ours by fa ir and Christian treatm ent of this land of our adoption.
But as long as God puts the seal of H is approval upon our work, even 
to the extent he has done during 1924, and as long as our own Reformed 
Church in America continues to labor, and sacrifice, and pray for us 
and our work, so long shall we feel honored by the Church and by God 
in continuing to be witnesses for Christ in this land where there are still 
so many who have not heard of His salvation.”
Arabia
The year began with the disquieting news from  the Board that ap­
propriations would need to be reduced. Plans fo r extension and 
strengthening of the work had to be abandoned and new and curtailed 
plans made. This disappointment cast a dark shadow upon the work, 
and yet this year, as measured in direct results of conversions, has been 
the banner year fo r the Mission. Four baptisms have taken place in 
three separate Stations. W hat, therefore, seemed a discouraging situa­
tion has been overruled by God fo r good, for when the skies seemed 
dark the sun’s rays drop through shedding light not only on one spot but 
shining upon all. The perusal of the Report of the Mission leaves one 
with a feeling of thankfulness and com fort as a new hope, a fter long 
waiting, seems to have entered the hearts of the members of the Mission. 
The manifestations of the presence of the Holy Spirit have been many. 
In  addition to those who have definitely accepted Christ there have been 
many more who are seriously inquiring into H is claims. H is Gospel
seems to have freer access and the missionaries are being received with 
far less reserve than formerly. On the whole the trend toward more 
hopeful thinking among the Moslems is evident.
The missionaries bear grateful testimony also to having felt the power 
o f intercessory prayer by the many friends of the Mission. The ob­
stacles which are continually obstructing the path of the messenger in 
distant places seem less powerful when there is the knowledge of the 
united action of the Church at home petitioning God to remove these 
old and persisting obstacles.
One of the greatest difficulties of the Mission arises from  the care 
of the convert. The Moslem’s whole life is bound up and ruled by his 
religion, so that when the convert has declared his faith, through the 
outw ard and public act of baptism, he has but begun his struggle. He 
must break, not only with the spiritual side of Islam, but also with the 
physical and mental side, and the struggle is terrific. The missionary can 
only aid him to a limited extent.
The Report expresses the hope that all who read it may read earnest­
ly and prayerfully so that they may see in w hat way they can help the 
cause of Christ in Arabia.
The life and w ork of and for the women is peculiarly appealing 
in Arabia, because of their unique difficulties. W hile calling and re­
ceiving callers forms a large part of women’s evangelistic work, that 
does not tell the whole story. Long walks in the burning sun, ex­
tended tours, exploring rivers and swamps, staying at hostile villages, 
visits received with sympathy and joy and others with cold courtesy and 
antagonism—all these constitute a story of very brave and persistent 
devotion in proclaiming by word and by life the Holy Gospel.
An interesting development is reported in Basrah in the organization 
of the Christians who have come into Basrah from  the N orth country 
into a Church. Ten men and twenty-five women have been enrolled as 
communicants, and services and Sunday school are regularly held. In ­
quirers are coming in increasing number to the missionaries for dis­
cussion and counsel in religious matters.
In Kuweit, the activity and influence of the Bible Shop were con­
sidered of sufficient importance to lead to  the establishment of a Public 
L ibrary with current magazines and papers, organized and maintained 
by Moslems. It is noteworthy that a copy of the Bible is kept available 
in this Library.
D uring the year a fourth  journey fa r into the interior was made 
from Bahrein, this one by Dr. Dame. This journey was prolonged to 
parts of the desert not hitherto visited by any members o f our Mission. 
It was a notable journey and its record in the Report is well worth 
careful and grateful perusal.
The H igh School at Basrah is going from strength to strength. D ur­
ing the year the location of the School was changed with great advantage 
both in the m atter o f location and suitable buildings. The attendance 
larger than hitherto reached two hundred. The curriculum has been 
advanced so that the ground now covered is equivalent to that required 
in American high schools. A considerable number of form er students 
are now occupying responsible positions in Government and commercial
life. O f last year’s graduates, one has been sent to the British Military 
Academy in England at Government expense. Another is entering the 
U niversity of Pennsylvania without examination on the basis of work 
done in the school at Basrah.
The two Girls’ Schools in Basrah and the one at Bahrein have had 
successful years, the last especially so. The Basrah School is rejoicing 
in the prospect of a new building from  the Jubilee Funds of the 
W om an’s Board.
Medical w ork at Bahrein during the year has been very actively 
carried on. Several valuable gifts have been received of land and addi­
tional equipment through the generosity and good offices o f the Arabs 
and French and British business men and officers. This Station is look­
ing forw ard to a substantial addition to the Mason Memorial Hospital to 
enable it to carry on distinctive medical work fo r women and children.
The medical work a t Kuweit has received substantial increases in 
fees and in general receipts, although there has been an undeniable hard­
ening in the attitude of the upper classes manifesting itself in lessened 
attendance at the clinics.
The W om en’s Medical w ork at M askat is reported to be in a flour­
ishing way.
Serious illness among the missionaries at the Kuweit Station is re­
corded in the Report, but the Mission is grateful fo r the many mani­
festations of providential care and guidance throughout the year marked 
by new experiences and new achievements.
M esopotamia
The Report of the Board last year noted the organization in America 
of a Joint Committee representing three Boards co-operating in the sup­
port of a new Union Mission to be established in Mesopotamia. This 
Mission, as already noted in a previous paragraph, was form ally organ­
ized in Baghdad in April of last year. The representatives of our Board 
in this Union Mission, Dr. and Mrs. Jam es Cantine, have been residing 
at Baghdad ; the other Station in occupancy being Mosul. Dr. Cantine 
presents his first report of evangelistic w ork in Baghdad in the new 
Mission. He calls attention to the fact that for the first time he has had 
a native evangelist with him in his work. T hrough gifts received from 
friends, he was able to enter upon a new feature, the fitting up of a 
room in his dwelling house as a gathering place fo r inquirers. The 
number of men who have welcomed the opportunity fo r religious con­
versation was distinctly gratifying and stim ulating to faith, and com fort­
ing to the soul of the missionary to find how often Christian tru ths find 
acceptance in the minds of Moslem hearers. In  this room there is dis­
played a stock of Christian literature, which adds to the usefulness of 
this agency. D uring the year Dr. Cantine was enabled to use the zeal 
and courage of a recent Moslem convert, whose employment in Govern­
ment service left him sufficient liberty each week to enable him to visit 
neighboring villages with books and tracts. H is tours grew longer until 
he covered a good part of the Baghdad field, going so far as the shrine 
city of Kerbela. D uring his journeys he was robbed and beaten but was 
not discouraged.
In  response to the request of Moslem inquirers for some form  of 
service on Sunday, Dr. Cantine has been having an hour with them 
Sunday evenings, taking for his topic, “C hrist’s Testimony to H im self.”
The missionaries at Baghdad have greatly rejoiced in the inform a­
tion that funds were being raised by Dr. Zwemer in America for build­
ing a Church in Baghdad that will also serve as a center for evangelistic 
services.
In addition to the evangelistic work in the Baghdad Station, a con­
siderable educational work is also being organized, while at the Mosul 
Station intensive evangelistic and developing educational work are being 
established by the representatives of the Presbyterian Board now occupy­
ing tha t Station.
In succeeding reports the whole w ork of the Mission will be com­
mented upon.
THE HOME DEPARTMENT
The celebration of the Jubilee of the W oman’s Board has made this 
a great year for Foreign Missions. G ifts to the amount of $125,845.46 
poured in to the treasury of the W oman’s Board and in each Field 
there is rejoicing because this great response means the erection of build­
ings the need of which has been long felt but which it has seemed im­
possible to provide. And this financial response is, we believe, but an 
indication of a new interest and a higher enthusiasm for the great cause, 
in many a church community.
A t the same time, this has been a year of anxiety to those planning 
for the support of the regular w ork of the Board. However generous 
the response to an appeal for memorial buildings, it does not alter the 
old prime need of covering the current expenses of the work. As a re­
sult of the drastic cut made in appropriations for 1924 and a consider­
able increase in gifts from individuals, there seemed every prospect even 
as late as March first of meeting all expenses of the year and clearing 
off practically the total deficit which had been carried forward. March 
and April, however, witnessed a  reversal which altered the whole 
situation, receipts for regular work in those two months falling about 
$32,000 below the record of the corresponding months of the previous 
year, a keen disappointment, hard to bear after the high hopes built upon 
the operations of the first ten months.
The explanation of this drastic falling off is doubtless to be found 
in the absence of the special offerings made by many churches last year, 
in view of the necessity which faced the Board at that time of detaining 
at home missionaries on furlough. The special effort was made to send 
the missionaries back, but unfortunately the effort was not sustained, so 
that while they have been returned it will be extremely difficult to p ro­
vide for their work.
A study of the record of the last four years leads to serious reflec­
tion. Four years ago the Board received just about the same amount 
for the budget, and with a work that is growing by leaps and bounds 
and young men clamoring to be sent out as missionaries, we must ask 
ourselves seriously whether it is the will of the Church that we mark 
time and deny the vision of young lives dedicated to the great service of
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making disciples of the nations. If  ever there was a time when this 
great international enterprise of good will was urgent, surely it is this.
The solution to the situation lies in the more effective cultivation of 
interest in this enterprise. The Church responds to a special c a ll; in 
some way the appeal of the regular work must be made just as vivid. 
If  the people know the need, if they visualize it as they do a local need, 
they will respond. And the key to this situation lies with the pastor. 
The Board will try  to hand on to you the information, to draw  the 
picture. May we count on you to keep it before your people?
May I pass on a suggestion that we have perhaps fallen into this 
dead level o f giving for the budget as a result of an overemphasis on the 
quota system. W ith the inauguration of the Progress Campaign and the 
suggestion of quotas for the Churches there was a notable increase in 
the giving of the Church. The psychology of the war time emphasized 
“giving all in one hat” and there was an appeal in trying to meet a 
goal representing the budgets of all the Boards. But that phase has 
passed ; there is the return to the normal desire of the individual giver 
to understand thoroughly what he is giving for and to have the object of 
his gifts made warmly and humanly interesting. Five years ago it was 
sufficient to tell the congregation that there was a business-like com­
bined budget of th e  B oards and th a t the “quo ta” of th e ir church 
was a certain  figure w hich it w as the ir du ty  to  meet. T oday  th a t 
appeal is in many places as futile as the traditional endeavor to 
raise oneself by his b o o ts trap s and th ere  is perhaps even a sim ilarity  
to tha t time-honored operation. Many churches which have met
their quo tas are resting  on the ir oars, as having forever a tta ined ; 
som e have even held balances above the quota  as a sort of benevo­
lent contingency fund. C hurches w hich never cared fo r the quota 
system , o r felt th a t their quota was im possibly high, have m ade 
little  effort, as a so rt of p ro test against the m ethod. B oth types of 
reasoning  lead to the sam e fatal resu lt— stagnation .
Is  it not tim e th a t we preach the doctrine of g row th?  F orget 
if you will the quotas, bu t let us grow . If we do no t grow , no t only 
will the world-wide work of the denomination be crippled, but the 
w hole effect upon the C hurch a t hom e will be d isastrous. I t  is a 
law of na tu re  th a t we e ither p rog ress or re trog rade . W hich  shall 
be the o rd e r in our C hurch, w hich has alw ays stood in the fo refron t 
in th e  g rea t m issionary enterprise, w hich sta rted  the first P ro te s tan t 
C hurch in China and Japan, and w ent in to  A rabia, b irthp lace of the 
p rophet, alone and  unaided? L e t us go before the people w ith  the 
vivid presen tation  of a g row ing w ork  ab road  and preach g row th  at 
hom e adequate  to  su p p o rt th a t w ork. If you have reached your 
quota, grow ; if you have never tried for it, grow, and let us get out 
of the financial ru t which is retarding all progress. Make the work of 
the Church live before the eyes of the people, and the response is sure.
P ublications
The Board has co-operated in the publication of The Christian 
Intelligencer and Mission Field and there have been many evidences of 
the effectiveness of its publicity of missionary information. The Leader
and De H ope have also given generous space to missionary news in 
their columns. Two issues of The Special N ew s Bulletin  have also 
been published, but it is evident that the mailing list must either be 
radically revised o r the publication discontinued as there is but little 
indication o f its appreciation by readers. Suggestions or criticisms 
along this line will be welcomed. Neglected Arabia has appeared 
quarterly, as usual, and the exceedingly interesting m aterial sent in by 
our missionaries in Arabia seems to have met with greater appreciation 
than ever before, judging from the welcome words of approval passed 
on to us by many in its wide circle o f readers.
Books R ecommended
Something of an innovation was introduced by sending letters 
to  pastors commending books on missionary subjects. In  response 
to  a le tte r concern ing  D r. P a tto n ’s book, “T he B usiness of M is­
sions,” nearly  one hundred  o rders w ere received, and a sim ilar 
le tte r recen tly  sent recom m ending  the R eport of the W ash ing ton  
C onvention and “T he  Foreign  S tuden t in A m erica” has w ithin ten 
days of its m ailing m et w ith nearly  seventy-five orders. W ith  these 
books in the pulpits, supplem ented by the usual rep o rts  and articles 
concerning the w ork  of our own Church, there  should be am ple 
am m unition  provided fo r enlisting  the in te rest of the pew in the 
g rea t cause of Fore ign  M issions.
D eputation W ork
D r. Sam uel M. Zw em er perfo rm ed  a large service during his 
brief visit to this country, addressing many conferences of the men 
of the C hurch and speaking before m any congregations. W hile 
carrying a regular schedule of lectures at Princeton Seminary, he 
visited the churches often  n igh t a fte r  n igh t and spoke in tw o or 
th ree p ractically  every  Sunday, un tiring  in his efforts to  arouse 
en thusiasm  fo r the g rea t cause w hich lies so near his heart. All of 
the m issionaries on furlough have given unsparing ly  of the ir tim e 
to this im p o rtan t phase of the w ork and their p resen tation  of the 
w ork  on the field has been deeply appreciated  by the B oard and 
the churches to  w hich they  have carried  th e ir m essages.
M issionary E ducation
F or a long time the Mission Boards have been feeling the need 
of m ore system atic  education of th e  young  people of th e  C hurch 
in the m issionary  aspect of C hristianity . T he developm ent of the 
w ork of the B oards has draw n ever m ore largely  upon the tim e of 
Secretaries until it becam e im possible to  give adequate  a tten tion  to  
this im p o rtan t aspect of religious education. Follow ing  the recom ­
m endation of G eneral Synod, a part-tim e S ecre tary  for M issionary 
E ducation  was secured in January , a young  m an b rough t up in our 
C hurch, g raduated  from  R u tgers College, and for a tim e engaged in 
the D om estic M ission w ork  of our C hurch in the south. M r. M ax 
N elson is in troduced  to  the C hurch w ith every confidence th a t he
D oro th y  M. B ailey  
L our Branch, N. J. 
Monmouth Memorial Hospital 
Training School for Nurses, 1 'M9
H e le n  T. S cudder 
New Brunswick. N. J. 
Wellesley College. 1923
C or ne li a  \V. J ongewaard 
Chowchilla, California 
loxva State Teachers College. 1921
W il l ia m  R. A ngus 
Oradell, N. J.
Rutgers College, 1922 
Hartford Theological Seminary. 1925
APPOINTED TO JAPAN
C or n e l i u s  A. D y k h u i z e n  
Fremont, Michigan 
Hope College, 1925 
(Short term)
H e n ri e tt a  K eizer  
Forest Grove, Michigan 
Hope College, 1925 
(Short term)
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will soon be well know n to all as a source of valuable inform ation 
and suggestion  fo r the m issionary  activities of our young  people.
Candidates
T he W om an’s B oard  has selected th ree  candidates th is year, 
who have been approved by Synod’s Board and one full-term  and 
one sh o rt-te rm  recru it have been appointed  directly  by Synod’s 
B oard. T h is curta ilm en t of re in forcem ents is m ade necessary  by 
th e  financial situation . A s ta tio n a ry  revenue m akes additions to  our 
forces im possible. E ven  w here a church supplies the salary  there 
are  additional expenses of outfit and travel and the w isdom  of send­
ing ou t rec ru its  and cu tting  dow n the w ork  in o rder to  m ake ends 
m eet is questionable.
T he  situa tion  is m ade the m ore difficult by reason of a ltered  
conditions in the M ission Field. T oday, in India, a rep resen ta tive  
body of m issionaries and Ind ians is adm in istering  the w ork. M ore 
and m ore positions of responsib ility  are being filled by Ind ians of 
proved ability  and they  will be na tu ra lly  critical of the fo reigner 
sen t ou t a t considerable expense, particu larly  w hen th a t expense has 
to  be m et by  cu tting  dow n their w ork, as happens when the 
churches do n o t increase the ir gifts. A  situation  som ew hat sim ilar 
is to  be found in all of o u r older fields, and it means that today 
m ore than  ever th e  m issionary  m ust be a picked m an, selected fo r 
definite tasks for w hich his tem peram en t and tra in ing  m ake him 
em inently  fit.
T he W ashington Convention
R eference is m ade in preced ing  pages to  the g re a t C onvention 
held at W ashington, January  28 to February 2, 1925. A ttended by 
about 5,000 delegates, rep resen ting  58 denom inations, it stands as one 
of th e  g rea t ecclesiastical ga therings of this generation . O ver 
n inety  rep resen ta tives of ou r own C hurch w ere p resen t and these 
represen tatives have been m ost generous in the ir co-operation to 
the end th a t ou r C hurch m igh t share  the new  vision of the m is­
s ionary  en terp rise  w hich they gained a t W ash ing ton . T w o of them  
have made contributions to  the Board which have made it possible 
to. offer the R ep o rt of the C onvention to  o u r pasto rs a t half price. 
M any of them  have spoken in C lasses and churches and there  is 
every reason to  believe th a t th is g rea t ga thering  will leave a deep 
im pression th ro u g h o u t the C hurch.
Western District
T he w ork of the W este rn  D istric t carried  on under the direction  
of the D istric t S ecre ta ry  had no unusual o r specially  strik ing  
features and w as carried  on regu larly  th ro u g h o u t the en tire  year.
T he  D istric t C om m ittee  m et a t th e  call of the S ecre tary  to  con­
sider such m a tte rs  as w ere referred  to  it. I t  w as the  p leasure of 
a few of the  m em bers of this C om m ittee to  m eet M r. P o tte r  while 
he w as visiting the E ducational In s titu tio n s  a t H olland.
C onstan t effort w as m ade to  keep the churches of th is D istric t 
in close touch w ith  the w ork  on th e  foreign fields. A t least fifty 
per cent, of the churches w ere reached w ith a m issionary  m essage, 
e ither by m issionaries on furlough  o r by the D istric t Secretary . 
L a s t year we repo rted  tha t, by reason  of the fact th a t th e  places 
of residence of the furloughed m issionaries w ere d is tribu ted  over a 
wider territory  than had ever been the case before, it was possible 
to  b ring  the m issionary m essage to  a la rger num ber of churches 
than  ever before in any given year. T he  sam e th ing  w as true  
this year. Rev. and Mrs. G. J. Pennings and family resided at Orange 
City. Rev. L. H ekhuis and fam ily spent m ost of, their furlough  in 
Chicago. Rev. and Mrs. H. V. E. Stegeman were in H olland a part of 
the time. The same was true of Rev. W . G. H oekje and family 
and Rev. and M rs. H . M. V eenschoten  and fam ily. T hese  m is­
sionaries have been very  active in the ir endeavors to  visit as m any 
as possible of the churches w ithin th e ir reach. D r. and M rs. S. M. 
Zw em er and Rev. and  M rs. H . P oppen  also gave valuable assistance. 
T h is w ork  has been very  m uch appreciated  by the  churches and 
has helped to  m aintain and increase the foreign m issionary  in terest. 
W e feel very  gra tefu l fo r th is w illing and effective service.
T he  M ission Fests, so characteristic  of the sum m er church 
activities of the M iddle W est, w ere held in m any places and w ere 
very successful. T he Foreign  M issionary  in terests  w ere presen ted  
at m ost of these g a therings by m issionaries on furlough. T hese 
ga therings are of considerable educational and inspirational value.
T he tim e of the D istric t S ecre tary  has been fully taken  up w ith 
duties connected w ith the office, publicity in church papers, p rep a ra ­
tion of lite ra tu re  in the E nglish  and  H olland  languages, v isits to  
churches, C lasses and P articu la r Synods, and lectures and addresses 
of various kinds.
MISSIONARIES AND TH EIR MOVEMENTS
A t the end of the year 1924, there were 177 missionaries in the 
service of the Board of whom 47 are ordained and 16 unordained men 
and 57 m arried women and 57 unm arried women. In  addition there 
are three honorably retired missionaries on the roll of the Board.
Returned to the F ield
The following missionaries have returned to their respective fields 
this year a fter fu rlough :
To China—Miss M argaret Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. H. P. Boot, 
Miss Katharine R. Green, Rev. and Mrs. L. A. Talman.
To India—Miss M argaret Rottschaefer, M.D.
To Japan—Mrs. H . V. S. Peeke, Miss H arrie t M. Lansing, Rev. 
and Mrs. D. C. Ruigh, Rev. and Mrs. A. Van Bronkhorst.
To Arabia—Rev. and Mrs. F. J. Barny, Rev. and Mrs. G. D. Van 
Peursem, Rev. and Mrs. H . A. Bilkert, Miss Mary C. Van Pelt.
R eturned H ome on F urlough
China—Miss Leona V ander Linden, Rev. and Mrs. H. M. Veen­
schoten, Rev. H enry Poppen.
India—Miss Delia M. Houghton, Rev. and Mrs. J. H . W arnshuis, 
Rev. and Mrs. L. Hekhuis, Rev. atM Mrs. H. E. Van Vranken, Miss 
W ilhelmina Noordyk, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Potter, Mr. M artin De W olf 
(completed short term service).
Japan—Rev. and Mrs. W . G. Hoekje, Rev. and Mrs. H. V. E. 
Stegeman, Mr. George W . Laug (completed short term service).
Arabia—Rev. and Mrs. G. J. Pennings.
N ew M issionaries
The following new missionaries entered upon service in the course 
of the y e a r :
In China—Miss Ruth Broekema.
In India—Mr. A rthur W ald, Miss M ary E. Geegh, Miss Caroline L. 
Ingham, Miss H elen T. Scudder (short te rm ).
In Japan—Rev. and Mrs. Boude C. Moore.
N ew A ppointments
The following new appointments have been m ade:
To China—Mr. William R. Angus.
To India—Miss D orothy Bailey, Miss Cornelia Jongewaard.
To Japan—Miss H enrietta Keizer (short te rm ), Mr. Cornelius 
Dykhuizen (short te rm ), Mr. M artin Hoeksema (short term ).
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FINANCES
Receipts, Board of F oreign M issions and the A rabian M ission
O n the page opposite will be found a sum m ary  sta tem en t of the 
receip ts of the year, which, w ith the com m ents on expenses on the 
pages follow ing, affords a concise view of the opera tions of the 
year. T h is m ay be supplem ented by a study  of th e  m ore technical 
and detailed rep o rt of the audito rs, appearing  in the concluding 
pages of the report. Total receipts amounted to $532,146.69, a 
decrease of $12,661.70 below the corresponding total of the previous 
year. T he m ore alarm ing  decrease, how ever, is found in th e  to tal 
of con tribu tions from  the living, the dependable source of revenue, 
which is $435,709.71 as against $498,851.81 last year, a loss of 
$63,142.10. A  large part of this loss is explained by the absence 
of special gifts for Japan  Relief, w hich last year am ounted  to  
$56,916.27. However, gifts from churches, Sunday Schools and 
Y oung People’s Societies fo r th e  regu la r w ork  of the B oard  are 
$20,509.49 below last y ea r’s to tals , a loss w hich fo rtuna te ly  w as partly  
offset by the increase in individual g ifts  of $5,875.48.
F o r the financing of its regu la r operations the B oard is de­
pendent upon th e  receipts w hich are  show n under classes I and I I I  
on the opposite page, those w hich m ay  be used to  m eet the  budget 
o f the year. However generous gifts for special objects may be, 
they  do no th ing  tow ard  m eeting the budget of the year. T h e  to ta l 
under these heads, of $402,512.14 is $6,400.15 less than last year, and 
the loss w ould have been g rea te r if the B oard had  no t tran sfe rred  
$5,000 from  legacies to  m eet item s of build ing and repair w hich 
w ere in the regu la r budget. By th is tran sfe r and by operating  on 
a reduced scale fo r eight m on ths of the year the B oard  w as able 
to  com e w ith in  $212.04 of m eeting  all expenses, bu t the A rabian  
Mission, having heavy expenses of travel, fell $10,441.92 sh o rt of 
m eeting  its budget. T hese shortages, added to  the debt carried  
over from  the preceding year, resu lt in a to ta l deficit fo r the B oard  
of $27,508.85 and for the A rabian  M ission, $19,172.55.
The report of the W om an’s Board on page xxviii shows un­
usually  large receipts fo r special objects, including the Jubilee. If 
we add the to ta l of the ir receip ts for all objects, including am ounts 
no t yet paid over to  S ynod ’s B oard  for expenditure  in the fields, 
to  the am oun ts received by Synod’s B oard th is year, there  is indi­
cated a total of receipts of both Boards for the year o f $750,089.92, 
a new  record  of the C hurch. I f  som e of the generous giving for 
reconstruction  in Jap an  and fo r p roperty  needs can now  be con­
cen tra ted  upon the expense of upkeep of the w ork  the nex t year 
will b ring  a strik ing  advance.
FIN A N C E S xxvii
RECEIPTS
I. F or the Regular W ork of the Board 
From  Contributions:
Churches, S. S. and Y. P. S ...................................... $177,836.56
W om an’s Board .............................................................  96,920.32
Individual Gifts ..............................................................  35,367.40
$310,124.28
Interest on Funds available fo r the general work
of the B oard ................................................................  $15,843.84
Interest on C urrent D eposits......................................  833.90
Legacies ............................................................................  5,000.00
--------------- $331,802.02
II. F or Special O bjects N ot A ppearing in  A nnual B udget
From  D irect Contributions..............................................  $19,982.55
W om an’s Board ..............................................................  1,957.75
Legacies ............................................................................. 58,628.62
Japan Christmas G i f t . . . ..............................................  308.62
New Funds ......................................................................  22,500.00
Additions to F u n d s........................................................  650.00
Interest on Funds not available for general work
of Board ....................................................................... 10,780.11
--------------- 114,807.65
III. F or th e  R egular W ork of the A rabian M ission 
F rom  C ontributions:
Churches and S. S. and Y. P. S ................................ $41,457.95
W om an’s Board ..............................................................  21,984.76
Individual Gifts ..............................................................  6,007.80
Interest on F unds............................................................  1,259.61
---------------  70,710.12
IV. F or Special Objects N ot A ppearing in  A nnual B udget
From  Direct C ontributions..............................................  $10,614.00
W om an’s Board ..............................................................  122.00
Interest on Funds not available for regular work 
of the M ission..............................................................  4,090.90 14,826.90
Total Receipts ................................................................................  $532,146.69
D educting:
Legacies ............................................................................ $63,628.62
Interest on Funds and D eposits..................................  32,808.36 96,436.98
Total of all Contributions, 1925........................................  $435,709.71
Total of all Contributions, 1924........................................  498,851.81
Loss in C ontributions............................................................  $63,142.10
Loss in Total Receipts..........................................................  12,661.70
Jubilee Receipts of the W om an’s Board within the fiscal year, 
not included above ...........................................................................  $98,330.78
H ome E xpenses and P er Capita Gifts
Home expenditures for the year of the Board and the Arabian Mis­
sion total $38,501.96, about $1,000 less than the total of the preceding 
year. This included our share of the expense of the Progress Council, 
contributions to the periodicals of the Church and also all other expenses 
not strictly administrative, such as the publication of literature, travel of 
missionaries among the churches, etc. In addition the Board spent 
$1,516.68 for interest on Bank loans, the lowest figure in many years, and 
this largely offset by interest on current bank balances of $820.70. A d­
ministrative expenses are this year 5 per cent, of total receipts, and all 
home expenses, as shown above, are just over 7 per cent.
The per capita rate of receipts for the year, calculated as usual 
upon the basis of the total receipts shown on the previous page, is $3.68 
as compared with $3.80 last year. Contributions from living donors show 
a per capita rate of $3.06 as against $3.48 last year. The per capita rate 
based upon the grand total of receipts of Synod’s Board and the 
W oman’s Board, including legacies, Jubilee and all special gifts, is $5.26.
E xpenditures, Board of F oreign M issions
The total amount expended for regular work in the three fields of 
the Board, including the maintenance of missionaries, was $297,308.60, 
about $3,000 less than the preceding year and $5,000 less than the year 
before that. These expenditures were distributed as fo llow s: Amoy, 
$81,514.42; Arcot, $124,513.07; Japan, $91,281.11. In addition, from lega­
cies $25,690.00 has been expended for new buildings and repairs on the 
fields, $5,000 of this amount being contributed to the W om an’s Board 
for the memorial buildings to be erected in commemoration of the 
Jubilee. $40,000 has also been transm itted for the W om an’s Board to 
Japan fo r the purchase of land and rebuilding of Ferris Seminary, and 
$20,000 from  their Jubilee Fund for the new quarters of the Girls’ 
School in Amoy.
The share of the Board in Home Expenditures was $30,798.68. 
E xpenditures, A rabian M ission
The amount expended on maintenance of missionaries and regular 
work in the field was $73,469.70, an increase of about $1,400 over the 
figure of the preceding year, this increase being due to the increase in 
the cost of the Rupee, the currency of Arabia. Its share of Home E x ­
penditures was $7,703.28, a decrease of $729.87.
TH E WOMAN’S BOARD
The receipts from all sources total $240,597.28, to which are added 
the receipts for the Jubilee Fund of $127,996.74. This latter figure in­
cludes the g ift from Synod’s Board of $5,000 from  the legacy fund and 
also $24,665.96 contributed before the beginning of the last fiscal year. 
The total of receipts in the preceding year was $208,074.78. This striking 
increase is the result of an unusually large amount of legacies, $26,444.83,
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and special gifts of over $40,000 for the reconstruction of Ferris Seminary, 
together with the splendid response to the appeal to commemorate the 
Jubilee by the erection of memorial buildings in each field. F or the 
maintenance of the regular work of the year receipts fell a little short 
of the amount required, the deficiency being met by drawing upon the 
legacy fund which is norm ally reserved for property improvements.
Synod’s Board rejoices with the W om an’s Board in the splendid 
realization of its plans fo r the Jubilee. W hile there are the two Boards 
at home, the w ork in the fields is one, and the erection of the new 
buildings in each field will bring deep satisfaction to each Mission, as 
the work among the women and children will go on with increased 
efficiency. I t is also a m atter for special congratulation that the unique 
appeal of the Jubilee has not led to any appreciable diminution in the 
effort o f the women of the Church to maintain the regular w ork of the 
W oman’s Board. From  many quarters have come also the evidences of 
a new interest, a quickened zeal which have resulted from the fine em­
phasis placed throughout on the spiritual significance of the work of the 
years which ihe Jubilee so fittingly commemorated.
C O N C L U S IO N
Recommendations of th e  Board
1. W ith a view to the effective promotion of the Foreign Mission­
ary enterprise o f our Church, the Board renews its recommendations 
which have been tried and proven by experience:
a. The designation of the last Sunday in February for the special 
presentation of Foreign Missions in our Churches and Sunday schools 
with an accompanying special offering tow ard the reduction of the 
present deficit, wherever feasible.
b. The adoption of the Every Member Canvass in all our Churches 
without, however, guaranteeing the exclusion of other appeals from  the 
Boards in the course of the year as necessity may arise.
c. The presentation to the individual Churches by the Pastor himself 
of a comprehensive survey of the foreign work for which our own de­
nomination is responsible and the conducting of Mission Study Classes 
in connection with the wid-week prayer meeting.
The Board prepares and makes available literature in brief summary, 
with this end in view.
d. The apportionment by the Pastors and Consistories of money con­
tributed for denominational benevolences with a view to maintaining 
close touch between the Board and the individual Church.
e. The prompt forw arding by the Church of remittances to the Board 
monthly, o r at least quarterly, to avoid the necessity of borrowing 
from the banks in order to maintain regular remittances to the Mis­
sions.
2. T hat in view of the falling off of the gifts o f the Churches this 
year and the failure to make any notable advance fo r the regular work 
during the last four years, we urge every Church this year, irrespective 
of the relationship of its giving to the quotas o f the Church, to make 
a substantial increase in its gifts, to  the end that a successful and grow ­
ing w ork in the great Mission Fields of Asia may not suffer unnatural 
and disastrous hindrance at a time of real and possibly momentary op­
portunity.
3. T hat an assurance of sympathy and of constant interest be sent 
to all of our missionaries in behalf of the ministry and membership of 
our Reform ed Church.






























T H E  A M O Y  M IS S IO N , C H IN A
F o u n d e d  18 4 2
A r e a  o c c u p ie d  8 ,0 0 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s . P o p u l a t i o n ,  4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
Missionaries.—A m o y:  Miss K. M. Talmage, Miss M. E. Talmage, 
Miss L. N. Duryee, Rev. H . P. DePree, Rev. S. Day, Miss E. K. 
Beekman, D r. T. Bosch, Rev. L. A. Talman, Rev. E. W . Koeppe, Miss 
J. Nienhuis, Miss A. L. Mathiesen, Mr. G. T. Kots. Chiang-chiu: Miss 
M. C. M orrison, Rev. H . P. Boot, Rev. H. Beltman. Leng-na>: Miss K. 
R. Green, Dr. C. H. Holleman, Rev. A. J. W estmaas. Sio-khe: Rev. H. 
J. Voskuil, Miss E. G. Bruce, Dr. R. H ofstra, Miss C. C. Borgman. 
Tong-an: Miss N. Zwemer, Rev. F. Eckerson, Mrs. M. A. Vandeweg, 
Miss T. Holkeboer, Miss R. Broekema.
Associate Missionaries.—Mrs. H. P. D ePree, Mrs. H. P. Boot, 
Mrs. S. Day, Mrs. H . J. Voskuil, Mrs. T. Bosch, Mrs. L. A. Talman, 
Mrs. E. W. Koeppe, Mrs. C. H. Holleman, Mrs. H. Beltman, Mrs. R. 
H ofstra, Mrs. A. J. W estmaas.
In  America.—Miss L. VanderLinden, Rev. and Mrs. H. M. Veen- 
schoten, Rev. and Mrs. H. Poppen.
Chinese Helpers.—Ordained ministers, 15. Other H elpers:
Preachers, 58; Bible women, 27; Teachers in Boarding Schools, 141.
Churches.—T w enty-three; Communicants, 3,410; Sunday Schools, 9; 
Scholars, 1,125.
Schools— Boarding: Boys’, 6; scholars, 1,066; Girls’, 6 ; scholars, 971; 
W om en’s, 3; scholars, 171; Theological, 1; Students. 20; *Day Schools, 
60; scholars, 2,611. T otal schools, 75; scholars, 4,839.
Hospitals.—Six. Patients treated, 39,680.
* Except Kolongsu Schools.
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IN T R O D U C T IO N
Political conditions throughout China for the past few years have 
affected all the life of the country. D uring the last year, the same un­
settled state of affairs has continued, and unfortunately, there is no 
present prospect of settlement. Although Shanghai and Nanking have 
become the centers of the civil war for the present, yet the Amoy region 
has been far from settled and in the interior the people have suffered 
continually from  soldiers and bandits. Soldiers levy heavy taxes, 
especially on opium, for military purposes, and in certain instances, when 
the people have risen up to defend themselves or refuse to meet their 
demands, they have burned their villages. W hen the soldiers leave, the
local bandits, who like to call themselves “The People’s Army,” demand 
money for their purposes and hold people for ransom. One might say 
of missionary w ork and of business that they are carried on in spite of 
unfavorable conditions.
As for progress in the suppression of opium, it is useless to look fo r 
any under such conditions, fo r the authorities who should be responsible 
fo r its control are the very ones who insist that it be planted as a source 
of revenue for the maintenance of their army. Consequently opium was 
very largely grown in this section, and it became a great temptation to 
many of our church adherents to plant it, fo r in no other way did it 
seem possible for them to meet the tax  which they were told they must 
pay whether they planted the poppy or not. Again, this increase in pro­
duction has also led to a greatly increased use of the drug. The National 
Anti-Opium Society has done much to combat this evil, and local organi­
zations and churches have been aroused to increased activity, but thus 
fa r  the prospect of success is dark.
A nother feature of the present situation in China which ought to 
be mentioned here is the grow th of the anti-Christian movement. 
Although this has been stronger and has more affected Christian work 
in other centers of China, as in Peking and Canton, yet it is something 
to be reckoned with. Though it cannot be considered other than un­
favorable to the Christian movement throughout China, still one is 
led to wonder whether, a fte r all, it is not a better symptom than 
the general indifference to the Christian message that at present con­
fronts the Chinese Christian church, especially if it leads non-Christians 
to study Christianity. As the Chinese saying goes, “Those who praise 
a thing have no intention of buying it, but those who find fault with it.”
Again, though our own educational work has not suffered, there has 
still been much unrest among the students. The Amoy University 
closed its spring term  early on account of a strike of the students. 
In Foochow the Anglo-Chinese H igh School had to close before the 
end of the fall term  for the same reason and all government prim ary 
schools were closed and middle schools open only half time because 
teachers were unpaid.
O f the general influences which have affected missionary work one 
other is worth mentioning, that is the higher cost of living. W e find 
here on the field an increasing cost of living which makes it necessary 
constantly to add to the salaries of the Chinese who are associated 
with us in the work.
The seventh annual Preachers’ Conference, our “Northfield,” which 
is coming to mean more and more to the whole South Fukien church, 
was held in Tong-an this July. Although it was not possible to get 
the aid of the Stew art Evangelistic Fund, upon which we had form erly 
depended to defray the costs o f the conference, the money needed 
was raised locally by the Chinese churches and from other sources. The 
principal speakers were Dr. H. T. Hodgkin of the China National 
Christian Council, Rev. Duncan McLeod of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Mission, Formosa, and Dr. Chen W ei-Ping, pastor-at-large of the M. 
E. Church in China. The Bible study classes were led by the older 
pastors. The large part taken in this work by the leaders of the
local Y. M. C. A., Mr. T. M. E lliott and Mr. C. J. W ong should 
be mentioned in this connection.
The Mission is glad to mention also the erection of a fine new 
building fo r the Amoy Y. M. C. A. at a cost of $50,000. Mex. This 
money was all raised on the field, chiefly from  the Chinese. This 
is the completion of many years of planning and m akeshift with in­
adequate rented quarters. The main floor contains office rooms, a 
large lobby and reading room, a tea room and an auditorium 35 by 75 
feet, with provision for a roof garden above. The second floor will 
be given entirely to educational work, class rooms, a large committee 
room, etc. The th ird  story contains twenty rooms with dorm itory 
accomodation fo r fifty men. Outside the building is an outdoor 
gymnasium.
The report will show elsewhere w hat a large building program 
the Mission has had. M ost conspicuous and im portant has been the 
development of the new Talm age College campus in Chiang-chiu. 
The spring term  of 1925 will find the school in its new quarters, which 
though fa r from  complete are splendid buildings. This is moving 
day in China for us. W ith the moving of Talmage College to Chiang- 
chiu, the Amoy Girls’ Middle School is preparing to occupy the 
form er Talm age buildings.
Synod met this year in Chiang-chiu in the large new building 
of the East Gate church, which during the sessions was dedicated 
with appropriate ceremonies. The church with which our Mission has 
a closer connection has also been erecting a fine roomy structure, 
but it was not completed in time to be dedicated at this session of 
Synod. M any im portant questions were taken up fo r discussion, such 
as theological education, opium planting, Sabbath observance, etc.
The South Fukien Missionary Conference met in Amoy in July, 
Although this conference has no executive powers, the papers pre­
sented and the discussions which followed were very interesting in 
their bearing on the new problems at present confronting the mis­
sionary body. ■
W om en’s W ork
Following the practice of recent years our report makes only 
brief references to the w ork carried on by members of the W om an’s 
Board, since the full report of this w ork is contained in the Year
Book of that Board. But we cannot perm it them to depart from
our pages without noting some of their activities. W e should not like 
to overlook the thirty-one girls from  the Amoy Girls’ P rim ary School 
who united with the church last year, nor the forty-eight pupils 
from this school who voluntarily assisted in the conducting of fifteen 
vacation Bible schools which enrolled four hundred and eighty pupils. 
W e must also congratulate the Girls’ H igh School on acquiring the 
form er Talmage College building as the future home for the school. 
The story must be included of the twelve year old girl in the Tong-an 
school who won the one-dollar prize in the year’s competition for
the best record in deportment, diligence, faithfulness and attendance. 
Coming home from  the closing exercises she went to her m other’s
room and kneeling down thanked God for enabling her to win the
prize and then insisted on getting the dollar changed at once so 
that she could give a tenth to the Lord, and she was a girl who 
less than a year ago had never known the light of the Gospel. S trik ­
ing, too, is the picture of the opening of new fields tha t comes from 
Leng-na in Mrs. Holleman’s words, “Five pupils, one Chinese teacher, 
one foreigner, one m atron and the school-dog, and you have the School 
fo r W omen a t Leng-na. I f  you could have seen the spacious ancestral 
hall where we are located, I am sure you would have twisted your mouth 
into a smile and said, ‘Well, there’s room for expansion.’ ” A nd here and 
there and everywhere is the patient w ork of the Bible women and 
the W om en’s schools, inconspicuous work, but what a tale of fa ith ­
fulness and toil a few sentences concerning it m ust cover.
A m oy D istric t
E vangelistic W ork
The pastor of the Aw-kang church returned to his w ork at the 
beginning of the year, a fter a sick leave of some six months. A series 
of special evangelistic meetings was held at the beginning of the
Chinese New Y ear a t the central church, which was planned for 
two weeks, but the weather did not favor continuing the meetings
fo r more than ten days. N othwithstanding unfavorable weather, the 
interest shown both on the part of the church people and the people 
of the villages was encouraging. An effort was made this year to 
better conditions at Chai-chhng, one of the churches o f this group, 
by arranging fo r regular preaching and giving them the services of 
a theological student for the summer. This place has been open
for many years, but of late has had no regular minister. There
is an im portant non-Christian school of some 2S0 pupils in the
place, and a great opportunity, if we had the right man to place there. 
But we regret to say that for the lack of this, it may become
necessary to  close the place.
A t Phai-bo, a church which is the off-shoot of one of the
Amoy city churches, a Sunday school was organized which shows prom ­
ise o f life and usefulness. One very helpful part of this school is the 
children’s department, taught by two students of the Girls’ H igh
School. O ther students of this same school, under the leadership 
o f Miss Duryee, have also held regular meetings for the children
in the Kang-thau church.
A moy T heological Seminary (Rev. H . P. DePree in charge)
The continued grow th of the Theological Seminary has this year 
given fu rther proof of the wisdom of the Mission in beginning this 
work and setting aside two men fo r it. A lthough no class graduated 
during the year, there has been an encouraging growth and develop­
ment in the students enrolled and an increase in the numbers. The
churches are beginning m ore and more to appreciate the need of
securing a larger number of this type of men. Four are expected
to graduate in May, 1925, and they are very promising young men. 
The next class numbers six, and from  1925 on, there should be a
regular succession of graduates each year. D uring the year two stu­
dents, graduating from  Talm age College entered the full w ork of the 
Seminary and seven th ird  year boys began the w ork in the preparatory 
class while continuing their work in Talm age College. There was
thus a total of tw enty students the second term.
Besides the teaching done by Mr. Koeppe and Mr. D ePree and
the Chinese teacher Mr. Lu, Miss K. M. Talmage and the old and
revered pastor, Chiu Chi-tek, each contributed two hours a week. 
Mr. Day gave three hours in Religious Education and Sunday school 
work. All this helped to give the students greater benefit and to 
relieve those in charge in providing the heavy schedule of sixty hours 
o f classes each week. W e are also grateful for two series of lectures 
given by Mr. M. Eckerson, and for talks and conferences with the 
students on the problem of rural evangelism by Rev. M orton Chu
of the N ational Christian Council.
There were many calls from  the churches for the students to
speak and six o f the. boys have helped a t the services fo r school 
children in the church on Kolongsu. A t Christmas time they were 
also in great demand, sometimes having two engagements for speak­
ing or singing in one evening. E ight of them did w ork in churches 
during the summer and from  the reports they made of this in the 
fall it was apparent that they themselves had received great benefit 
from  these experiences.
The school moved a t the close of the year to Chiang-chiu, to 
the ancestral hall rented to  serve as quarters fo r the time being.
The Chinese Synod is proceeding in its planning for its own union 
theological school. W aiting to see what is to be the outcome of these 
plans has made it impossible to take any steps tow ard a perm anent 
building for the school. W hen the Synod takes up the work, both our 
Seminary and the Bible School conducted by the English Presbyterian 
Mission in Chin-chew are to be in one place, under one Board of
Trustees, and the teaching is to be done by men elected by Synod. 
A t the meeting of Synod in December three missionaries and two 
Chinese pastors were elected as teaching staff, but the difficulty in
starting the proposed union school is in deciding the location of the 
plant. So fo r the present we continue our w ork as before until 
Synod is ready to take over.
T almage College {Rev. H. P. DePree in charge)
The report this year marks the completion of a certain stage 
in the history of Talm age College. Since its foundation in 1881 the 
school has carried on its w ork on the island of Kolongsu. By the 
securing of over twenty acres of land in the city of Chiang-chiu and 
the erection during the year of some buildings upon it, the time has 
come that the transfer, discussed ever since 1909, can be made.
The dormitory, costing $30,000, Mex. and able to accommodate 250 
students, is complete. A part of the adm inistration building, contain­
ing classrooms, is well under way and will be ready for use early in 
the new term. Tem porarily some of the large rooms in the dormitory 
will serve as class rooms. One new residence has been completed and
another will be ready in a month a fter school opens. An old temple 
is remodelled to  serve tem porarily for chapel and dining hall. All 
of this building w ork has been done in one year’s time, and 
never in the history of the Mission has so much been done in the 
line of building in one place or in such strict adherence to the time 
limit of the contracts. F o r the success of the building program and 
the beautiful and serviceable buildings erected, much credit should 
be given to the interest and ability of the architect, Mr. Kales of 
Shanghai, and the faithful and efficient supervision of Mr. Beltman.
The Chiang-chiu churches have subscribed $2,200 and if the plans 
of Mr. Beltman and D r. Tan Khe-ju, who have been appointed to 
solicit fu rther building funds, carry, another wing of the administration 
building and the principal’s residence ought to be begun soon.
The w ork of the j^ear went on quietly w ithout serious disturbances 
o f any kind. Strikes were common in many schools and at one time a 
strike in the University sought to call out a sympathetic one among 
our students, but the attempt failed. D uring the first term, students 
numbered 212 and during the second term, 233, and the resulting
increase in fees helped to  carry us through the year without the 
deficit feared as the result o f the cut of ten per cent, on our 
appropriations.
Two students had to be expelled, but on the whole there were 
no trying cases of discipline. The student self-governing association 
has continued to assist in keeping an observance of the rules. Seven­
teen boys united with the church during the year. The preaching 
band, as before, conducted services in the prison, hospital and in 
various Sunday schools. On Sunday evenings they provided by personal 
w ork an audience in the Kolongsu church at which an evangelistic 
address was given. On the last Sunday of the term  about thirty  
were given pins as a token of the appreciation of the Kolongsu 
church fo r assistance they had given in the Sunday school. Daily
Vacation Bible Schools w ere conducted in a number of places during 
the summer. About eighty boys planned to do this work, nearly the 
same number as the previous year, but disturbed conditions resulted 
in its being carried out in somewhat fewer places than a year ago.
Ten boys graduated from the English course in June and seventeen 
from  the Chinese. Two have gone to Fukien Christian University, 
five to the Amoy University, and six are in our Theological Seminary. 
F o r the first time we sent two graduates to enter Canton Christian
College. The teaching and medical professions have claimed the others.
Although the change of location brings some difficulties and neces­
sitates considerable change in the teaching force, yet there is every 
reason fo r hopefulness. W hen students and teachers have become ac­
customed to the change and are well located in the new buildings, we 
hope that not only better scholastic work may be done, and games and 
sports be developed in a way which the crowded quarters on Kolongsu 
made impossible, but above all that religious conviction and conversion 
m ay be experienced by larger numbers, and that the spirit of service 
may be extended and deepened. M any are thinking seriously of great 
questions. Doubt and the anti-Christian propaganda, prevalent in China
and locally in the Amoy University, have touched some. Much seed has 
been sown, and we tru st H is blessing may bring much of the tru th  sown 
to fruition.
K olongsu Bovs’ P rimary School
The year that has ju s t closed has been quite a satisfactory one for 
the most part. One of the outstanding encouraging things is the way 
the pupils themselves have responded and the interest they have shown 
in taking charge of some of the evening chapel services. The develop­
ment of the control and direction of the school by the board of m an­
agers has progressed quite favorably. The board is made up of two 
Mission representatives and three Chinese, one appointed by each of the 
three Amoy churches.
The average enrollment fo r the year has been 255, of which number 
about one-fifth were boarding pupils. Though this is less than the 
school has had enrolled, it is still more than we can adequately accom­
modate. W e try  to limit the number entering each term, but aside from  
the fact tha t it is hard to turn  pupils away, there always seems to be 
some special reason why some pupils should be received, and our limit 
is more than reached before we know it. The buildings which we must 
perforce occupy are very inadequate and most unsatisfactory in every 
way, but so fa r no progress has been made in getting land or other 
buildings, and the situation is becoming more acute each year.
H ope and W ilhelm in a  H ospitals
Foreign staff: D r. T. Bosch, Miss J. Nienhuis, Miss A. Mathiesen.
The staff this year has changed a little. In  the place of Dr. David 
Huang, who resigned, we were fortunate in securing the services of Dr. 
H. S. Huang, a recent graduate of the Medical U niversity o f Texas, 
U. S. A. Dr. T. W. Lee, a graduate of the H ackett Medical School, 
Canton, China, is in charge of the medical w ork in the W om en’s H os­
pital. Dr. Young is anaesthetist and assists in the hospital drug room, 
while Dr. Lin is in charge of the Amoy Dispensary. Miss J. Nienhuis 
very efficiently supervises the nursing work, and a fte r the departure of 
Miss Murman the Mission appointed Miss A. Mathiesen to the Hope and 
W ilhelmina Hospital.
One of the steps in advance this year was the opening of a training 
school for nurses on the basis and standard of the N ational Nursing 
Association of China. The prescribed curriculum is followed. At 
present nine student nurses are taking this course.
The evangelistic w ork has been carried on by Dr. See and a Bible 
woman, Mrs. Young. Over two hundred public addresses were delivered 
and much bedside w ork was done and social service rendered. O ften a 
patient on leaving the hospital is given a letter to be delivered to the 
pastor in o r near the place he lives, and at the same time a letter is 
mailed to the pastor informing him of the address of this form er 
patient who is interested in the Gospel. Miss K. M. Talmage, the 
staunch and faithful friend of the hospital, comes every week to speak 
to the patients. The Lord is blessing her work. I t is a delight to see
how she can cheer the down-hearted, and use ju s t the right word of 
comfort. H er earnestness, her true-hearted helpfulness, her fifty years 
of service, make her message a true  revelation to the patients.
In  regard to the finances, in the middle of the year funds from  the 
U. S. Consular surgeonship and several contracts with foreign firms were 
w ithdrawn from the hospital, and no little anxiety was at first felt, 
whether we should be able to meet expenses. However, the receipts of 
the last half year of 1924 show an increase of more than $1,500 over the 
receipts of the first half year. In  all over $26,500 was received, $2,000 
of which has been contributed by the R. C. A. Mission, or less than 
8 per cent.
The hospital statistics are also very comprehensive. In all, 1,620 pa­
tients were resident in our hospital, showing a very substantial increase 
over last year. The out-patients reached the total of 17,357, not counting 
the out-calls, or about five times as many as in 1923. Of the surgical 
cases the following were reco rded : general operations, 469; eye opera­
tions, 60, and dental operations about 120. In  the beginning of the year, 
a severe epidemic of smallpox visited Amoy and Kolongsu. The hos­
pital immediately instituted a free vaccination clinic. Over four thous­
and people made use of this and were vaccinated. This was done in co­
operation with the Kolongsu Municipal Council, which donated over $400 
to defray the expenses of this undertaking.
The great disastrous diseases of Amoy are malaria, dysentery and 
tuberculosis. One rejoices in the possession of medicines like quinine 
and emetin, but what can be done with the sufferers from  tuberculosis? 
M ust we turn our tubercular patients away? Is it fa ir to have them 
in the same w ard with other patients? In trying to solve the problem 
these two questions suggest, we are now building a small tuberculosis 
sanatarium. The place is not very large. Only fifteen patients can
be taken care of at the same time. However, this will provide for
some of the many sufferers.
C hiang-chiu  D istric t
E vangelistic R eport. (Rev.' H. P. B oot in charge)
F or Chiang-chiu D istrict the year 1924 records many hindrances 
to the w ork of Gospel extension. The heavy taxes, the presence of 
so-called soldiers for repression of banditry, the bandits themselves, 
have interfered with travel and caused great anxiety to the church 
leaders. W hile grateful that we need not record the loss of life
of church members through these disturbed conditions, no doubt 
many endured great physical strain and hardship and not a few
lost all. Chinese pastors, as well as missionaries were m ore or less 
hindered in their w ork of visiting out-stations. In  a few places it 
has been two or three years since a communion or baptismal service 
has been held.
There are five pastorates in the Chiang-chiu District. The total 
membership in full communion of these five church organizations was 
610. In the year 1924 there were thirty-five additions on confession 
o f' faith, though a net gain of only sixteen. These same churches
report 420 on the inquirers’ list and have 826 children under Christian 
instruction in the church schools in their midst. Financially these 
five church organizations did very well. O ut of a total of thirty-three 
organizations in this classis, these five contributed fo r all church 
purposes exclusive of schools the sum of $11,408.50 Mex., or one- 
th ird  of what the entire classis brought up during 1924. O f this 
amount, our Chiang-chiu church alone gave this year $7,000 fo r church 
building purposes. This remarkable showing indicates there is power 
in these churches and tha t power m ust be conserved for proper 
purposes in the fu ture and directed into lines of self-support and 
expansion, even a fte r the building program  has been completed. The 
out-stations are gradually taking on a larger share of the support 
of the preachers, which in turn  will make the opening of new stations 
possible.
The out-standing activity in the Chiang-chiu church is her build­
ing activity. A  church property with a seating capacity of 1,200 and 
costing in the neighborhood of $20,000 Mex. is nearing completion. 
This church is intent on having the honor and distinction of erecting 
the first large church building wholly built by its own membership 
w ithout foreign or outside financial assistance. The church reports 
only fourteen additions on confession of faith. W ith this building 
program practically completed, we rejoice to hear and see signs of 
more aggressive work to win men to  Christ and to deepen spiritual 
life.
In  the Chioh-be organization, the consistory and membership took 
actions w orthy of mention. D uring the summer months their out- 
station, H ai-teng, suddenly became vacant. The m other church im­
mediately released her own assistant preacher to provide for H ai- 
teng needs. H e is well reported o f and has already added several 
hearers to his Sunday congregations. Lately Chioh-be is making 
definite efforts to secure another assistant preacher for Pasto r Ang, 
who is feeling the increasing sapping of strength that invariably 
follows on long years o f fa ith fu l hard service. This evidence of 
appreciation and desire to preserve their pastor’s strength speaks 
well for the existing bond of union between pastor and people. W hile 
the church cannot report any net increase in membership, seven were 
adm itted on confession of faith. T heir 160 members contributed 
about $1,900 fo r church w ork and secured outside aid fo r their 
church school of 190 pupils to the extent o f an even $1,000. They 
also report 36 in an enquirers’ class.
O f the five churches in this district, the Thian-po church is 
perhaps in the most precarious condition. Situated on the new roads 
and only seven miles from  Chiang-chiu, we hope to  be able to infuse 
new life into this pastorate and its out-station, E-gaw, through student 
and missionary ministry a fte r the Seminary is transferred  to Chiang- 
chiu. A church school with th irty  pupils has been maintained and the 
w ork of the Gospel was not without fruitage. Three new members 
were added. E-gaw  has been w ithout a resident pastor for years.
The internal dissensions in the Soa-sia church were few er but 
sufficient to  cause the mother church to  lose her preacher a t .the
close of the year. The financial burden was largely borne by mem­
bers o f consistory. W hile this is not a healthy church condition, 
in a case of present necessity it was encouraging to learn that in spite 
of business depression one deacon o f this church offered to pay one- 
half o f the preacher’s salary for the coming year and an elder 
offered to  carry  the burden for two months. Lam-khin has been 
w ithout a preacher for the }'ear, bu t services were continued under 
the leadership of an elder. Several of the members were raided 
several times by bandits and lost their all. They are holding their 
own with difficulty but are hopefully looking forw ard to the coming 
o f one of our Seminary graduates next June. A t Chun-tiu there 
have been some building operations during the year, the expense where­
of has been borne by the brethren. A ttendance at public services 
was often interfered with by reason of mountain roads being unsafe 
fo r travel and the preacher and the church lost some possessions in 
recent raids. The preacher has been called upon to endure much 
hardship and has seen much sickness among the members of his 
own family, but he has consented to stay on another year. Tiu-ka 
reports that four or five hearers are ready for church membership, 
that their day school is in a flourishing condition, and that the 
people o f this extensive and densely populated plain have thus fa r  
been spared the ravages of bandits. They are perhaps our most hope­
ful distant out-station and have thrived under the able m inistrations of a 
man active in pulpit and pastoral work.
The Leng-soa district has repeatedly been the scene of battle. 
The church properties have frequently served as head-quarters for 
various arm y officers. Pastor lu  lost practically all his earthly 
possessions, even his barrel of old sermons. Together with his 
family and flock, the pastor has had to escape to the mountains 
several times. For a man threatened with consumption, added anxiety 
and exposure fu rther undermined health and courage and was the main 
reason given fo r his resignation. H e has since taken up w ork in 
one of the Amoy hospitals. This pastorate is composed of the
mother church a t Leng-soa and three out-stations. In  all there are 
180 hearers in addition to the ninety-eight members. The Leng-soa 
church reports eight additions on confession of faith. Seventy-six 
children received more or less interrupted Christian instruction. In
spite of heavy losses and taxes, the church averaged $7.52 per member 
for church and educational purposes during 1924.
San-khu-chhan is the youngest out-station, one where scholarship 
is peculiarly treasured. A number of their young men are in 
Chiang-chiu Government schools and some in our own institutions. 
W ith a small grant-in-aid from  the Mission, they are shouldering
the burden of their local school themselves in addition to paying one- 
seventh of the preacher’s salary. Two other stations within the
bounds of this pastorate ought to be opened, and a resident pastor 
over so wide a field with such good prospects and opportunities is
greatly to be desired. P ray  tha t the man of the L ord’s choosing 
may be found.
Chiang-ch iu  Boys'  School
One cannot say that the year under review has been one that 
stands out peculiarly among the last ten years. There has been 
a gradual progression and development both intellectual and spiritual. 
O ur school was left undisturbed by three changes of government. 
W ars made little change in our enrollment, which has been large. 
Many boys had to be turned away the first term  because of in­
adequate accommodations. This has been one of the discouraging 
features of our school for the last five years. A t last we can re­
joice that, fo r the time being, our new building provides ample
accommodation.
The outstanding day of jubilation fo r our school was November 
the eleventh. The day was given over to celebration and en­
joyment. W e did not celebrate Armistice Day, but the dedication 
of our new chapel and dorm itory building. O ur allotment of the 
China Educational fund was insufficient to make needed repairs and 
improvements. A fter much hard  work on the part of our Chinese 
principal and myself, we secured a g ift of $3,600 from one of our church 
elders to pay fo r our entire chapel and dorm itory building. This 
same elder ten years ago had given $1,400 for a small dormitory
building. This small structure was to rn  down and a new three story 
building was erected on the site of the old building. The first floor 
contains the chapel, and the second and th ird  floors are the dormitories. 
This entire building was dedicated to the memory of the elder’s 
oldest boy, who died while a medical student in America. This 
g ift has been a great help to us in our school, and an inspiration 
to both Chinese and foreigners. W ith the help of this g ift we will 
be able to make all needed repairs and improvements on our other 
buildings.
W e have had a fine spirit of co-operation and devotion to their 
tasks among our teachers. W e are sorry to lose two o f our best 
teachers next year, but are ' happy in the thought tha t they will 
prepare fo r larger fields of service. They are entering our Seminary.
A large number of our boys have entered Talm age College, 
which is always a great satisfaction. I t  shows that the boys appreci­
ate the training given in our schools and also a desire fo r higher 
Christian learning.
L eng-na  (N o rth  R iver) D istric t
E vangelistic W ork
The N orth  River D istrict has an approximate area of 2,000 
square miles, an approximate population of 1,000,000, and about 600 
church members exclusive of adherents. W ith this as a back-ground, 
one striking fact appears, namely that fo r such a large territo ry  we 
have but one Chinese ordained man. Last spring Rev. H. A. Poppen 
visited the churches, but found conditions very discouraging. Very 
often he found the churches used by the soldiers as barracks and the 
people afra id  to come out for fear o f being seized as burden-bearers. 
This fall the. Chinese pastor has done considerable visiting of the
churches, but the difficulty of traveling and his age explain why he 
alone could do but little of the work that one feels should be done.
However, we feel that the year has brought its fruits. W hile the 
Eng-hok and Hoa-hong churches seem to have held their own very 
well, the Chiang-peng church, already very strong, seems to be 
stronger and livelier than ever. W e pause to congratulate this 
church when we remember, as it was brought out this fall at their 
fortieth anniversary, tha t one-half of the preachers of the N orth 
River D istrict call the Chiang-peng church their M other-church. 
Chiang-peng is also fortunate in having several old and experienced 
preachers within her midst, and also the services of one of our 
most consecrated and best trained young men as her preacher. 
Leng-iong, which, while it was supposed to be a mother church caring 
fo r several out-stations, for a time was too weak to carry that 
responsibility, has also come to the front and is vigorously calling 
fo r more attention. Leng-iong is ra ther unfortunate in that it 
is in a place very difficult of approach and also very often the scene of 
banditry and soldier troubles. However, there is common agreement 
throughout the district that if any place is to be given the advantage 
of extra assistance next year it should be Leng-iong.
The Leng-na church has also prospered. W e can notice the in­
creased crowds and increased interest. The preacher has effectively 
held the respect of the tow n’s people. W e feel also that the w ork 
done in the hospital has had a great influence on our work here. 
N ot only has the close contact of Dr. Hollem an in the hospital 
given the people greater respect for us and greater tru st in us, but 
his influence coupled with that of two excellent students, a very earnest 
and enthusiastic Chinese doctor, and a most highly praised and re­
spected hospital preacher, have combined to make the contribution 
of the hospital to the evangelistic work in Leng-na very large. I t is 
also very encouraging when we hear that several places near Leng-na 
are anxious to hear the Gospel if we can but send them a preacher. 
A t Christmas time a man of high rank, living in a near-by village, 
came to  Leng-na to attend the’ Christmas exercises. H e had read
considerable in the Bible and came here to find out more about the 
meaning of Christmas and Christianity.
The Sunday school here has also flourished, and now it has obtained 
permission from  a near-by Government school to use its building 
on Sunday afternoons for the classes which cannot find room in 
the church building itself. The Sunday schools at both Leng-na 
and Chiang-peng are run entirely by the church people themselves, 
producing a church life in which alm ost every member has an 
active part. The classes, too, arc divided according to age and 
Christian experience in a very acceptable way.
This fall Miss Green’s stereopticon has been in much demand. 
The boys’ school, the girls’ school, the church and the hospital have 
all come in for their share. Also a short time ago, by invitation 
of the school authorities, a stereopticon lecture on the Life of Christ 
was given in one of the Government P rim ary  schools. There is, all in 
all, every evidence of increased interest and advancement throughout 
the N orth  River District. .
MEMBERS OF MR. DAY’S RIFLE CLASS
GUARDING THE RICE CROP
NEW TALMAGE COLLEGE DORMITORY. CHIANGCHIU
NEW LENG-NA BOYS' SCHOOL
Leng-na Boys’ School
D uring the summer the Leng-na Boys’ School moved from the 
old ancestral hall into our fine new building. The enthusiasm dis­
played by the students themselves in helping move the furniture was 
an interesting m anifestation of how happy they were w ith their 
new home. W hile many details await more funds, still, even as it is, 
the new building is a big blessing.
O ur attendance has averaged about fifty this year. This small 
enrollment is not without reason. One reason is that in moving our 
school was not prepared to open as soon as some of the competing 
schools. Also some of the old pupils found that the new location 
was too fa r from  their homes and so went to a school that was 
nearer. A nother reason is that our prime purpose is not necessarily 
to get a large attendance. O ur purpose is rather to supply a Christian 
school, not only fo r Leng-na, but fo r students all over N orth  River, 
especially of the H igher P rim ary grade. This purpose cannot be 
attained at a  jump, but we hope that the foundations now being 
laid and the purpose behind the work, in the end will be rewarded.
Boys’ D ay Schools
One of the phases of the w ork of this district which is in­
creasing in importance and activity most rapidly is the boys’ day
schools. They are meeting a real need in many communities where 
there is at best very little opportunity fo r study. I t is encouraging also, 
as we feel tha t in the day schools the church is laying a growing 
and lasting foundation for the future.
D uring the past year the Mission has aided some ten different 
schools. A t most the Mission aid has been inconsiderable and these 
churches and teachers and schools are really doing nobly in carrying 
on their work with the small resources at their command. This year 
six other places have asked the Mission for aid during the next 
year, while we can only arrange to help one. T here is one school 
which a t this time is w orthy of special mention, namely the one
a t Se lu-poa. The church itself at this place is only about seven 
years old. A t first meeting in the homes of its members, it has 
finally forged ahead and built its church and school buildings. Three 
years ago they had three teachers and seventy students. Last year 
they had six teachers and one hundred and twenty-two students.
The church in this place is to be commended most highly
F agg Memorial H ospital (D r. C. H . Holleman in charge)
The year 1924 has been an eventful one fo r the w ork in the
hospital as it has been for everything connected with China. The 
ubiquitous and useless soldier has been a trial to  us as well as to 
the people. W e, in our w ork of saving life, have been vying 
w ith the soldier in his work of destruction, and I am afraid  the 
balance has not always been on the right side. One eventful day in 
March we were in the hospital busily operating on some desperately 
wounded soldiers, to the tune of bullets whistling by the windows, 
while Mrs. Holleman was in our house on the hill hiding with the 
children as best she could behind the thickest walls of the house.
D uring the first five months o f the year there were very few 
women and no able-bodied men seen at the hospital. The form er 
did not come for fear of being insulted, and the latter for fear 
of being seized and made to carry for the soldiers. This last fate 
is not one to be envied. W henever the soldiers must move it is 
the custom, fo r some days in advance, to seize almost anyone who 
comes along. Those that are able-bodied are made to carry, and those 
that cannot carry are let free fo r a sum of money. One day at 
least fifty of these poor fellows, who were so exhausted that they 
were of no further use to the soldiers, were left a t the hospital. 
W e took them in and cared for them as well as we were able, but 
nevertheless many of them died. The hospital had to stand the ex­
pense, even to the extent of burying them.
One of the outstanding events of the year was the formal 
opening of the hospital on the ninth of February. F o r a week 
or m ore in advance, the entire hospital staff, the teachers in the 
boys’ school, and many of the students were busy decorating for the 
occasion. The entire building was decked out in evergreens and 
flowers and lanterns, and before the main entrance there was erected 
a fifty foot pole w ith streamers running to the four corners of the 
hospital. The reception was held in the afternoon and evening. The 
afternoon tea was preceded by a form al meeting at which, after 
dedication in prayer, speeches were made by various representatives 
of the Mission and church and by the leading gentry of the city. 
In this connection, thanks are especially due to the Rev. H. P. DePree, 
who had done so much good work in procuring the site for the 
hospital and who made a journey of 160 miles on foot ju s t to make 
a short speech of twenty minutes. There was, however, no doubt 
about the purpose of his talk and we hope that it may bear fruit. 
In the afternoon we had nearly three hundred guests and in the
evening we had a more formal feast a t which we entertained fifty 
guests. Throughout the day there was a continual sound of fire­
crackers. These had been presented by various shops and individuals, 
a total of three hundred packages containing from  one hundred to 
ten thousand per package! I  never saw so many firecrackers before 
and I  don’t suppose I ever shall again.
The hospital preacher this year has been an old man seventy- 
eight years of age, a consecrated Christian who has not spared 
himself in the w ork both inside and outside of the hospital. He
spoke three times a week to crowds reaching as high as two hundred, 
and besides had prayer meetings every night with the hospital help, 
while his old wife spent every evening teaching them to read. It 
is entirely through his efforts that there are now coming to  the 
church three of the educated men of the district and one of the most 
highly respected men of the whole county.
Some months ago it was my great pleasure to see one of my 
students join the church, and since then he and the other student 
have been among the most faithful of our Sunday school teachers.
On Sundays there are from  fifteen to tw enty people at church who 
first came in contact with the Gospel at the hospital, and besides
there are many people who come from time to time and have personal
talks with members of the staff, so that the impact that the hospital 
and its workers makes upon the community is wide-spread and marked.
W e have mentioned the religious side of the work first because 
it is the m ost im portant, but now we m ust mention the more m aterial 
side without which we could not have much opportunity fo r spiritual 
contact. The following is a comparison between 1923 and 1924.
In-patients O ut-patients Total M ajor Operations
1924 ...........................622 10,548 11,170 28
1923 ...........................533 9,620 10,153 25
Increase 89 928 1,017 3
This is a healthy increase in spite of abnormal conditions men­
tioned above. O ur hospital staff which must do this w ork still con­
sists of one foreign doctor, one Chinese assistant, and two medical 
students, besides sundry coolies. This is not much of a staff to
take care of one thousand patients a month, but it has done that 
work infinitely better than it was ever done before in Leng-na, and that 
is a source of satisfaction. O ur ideals are, however, much higher 
and our attainm ents should be higher too if we are to represent our 
Cause acceptably.
Sio-khe D istric t
E vangelistic W okk
The Sio-khe D istrict had a fairly uninterrupted year. Nothing
very disturbing happened, though twice during the year, when the 
city of Chiang-chiu changed hands, there was fear for some days.
There were quite a number of soldiers in tow n; some of the wounded 
from  the battle-fields were brought to the hospital, but the fighting
never came into our territory. The farm ers had a poor year. Both
the spring and the fall crops were only partially successful. Prices 
have,  ^however, been maintained. In  politics Sio-khe has had a new
experience, for since General Chang Yee came to  Chiang-chiu we 
have had a very progressive man as resident m ilitary colonel. H e has 
put his special effort into the building of an automobile road to 
Chiang-chiu, and this fall every one has had to do road work. This 
new road has a turnpike thirty feet wide with big ditches on each side. 
The w ork is progressing well.
Three of the four churches of the district have reported a 
fairly prosperous year. The most prosperous is perhaps the Lam- 
sin church. One of its more progressive members has collected 
$1,000 capital for their boys’ school. The money is invested in a
fru it farm, which will soon support the school much more liberally 
than the Mission has ever been able to do. The pastor seems to have 
the confidence of the people and he has added quite a number of 
new members as well as adherents. The church has raised his 
salary twenty per cent, this autumn.
1 he Poa-a church is a little less encouraging, for it has not 
yet recovered from the shock received a year ago from looting 
soldiers. A t that time the soldiers were very lawless and threatened 
even the pastor with their guns. The result of this experience is
a little less cheerful outlook, a little less balance in the treasury, 
a little less ready money fo r repairs, a  little less increase in the 
pastor’s salary, and a little more complaint of hard times. However 
the church has been gladdened by the securing of a full time Bible 
w om an; church attendance is good and the pastor’s wife conducts
a day school in the chapel. Single handed she teaches thirty  pupils 
in the different grades.
Courage and buoyancy are not absent qualities in the pastor of 
the Sio-khe church. H e is always bubbling over with a good cheer 
and can find encouragement in any situation and an explanation for 
any co-ntrary signs which may be noted. I t seems to be the strongest 
element he can bring to bear upon his church, resulting in much
encouragement and progress. The way in which this church has met 
all o f its problems since he has come, and is now able to raise the 
pastor’s salary,—though that calls for contributions amounting to 
over ten dollars per member—is encouraging to the missionaries too. 
Twice a year the pastor prints the topics of his sermons fo r dis­
tribution. The Sunday school is well organized. The pastor is 
anxious fo r the church to be a leader in all community activity.
The fourth  church in the district, Haw-san, is without a pastor
and it has not manifested any desire this year to take up its burdens. 
In  fact it has shown a rem arkable recurrence of desire to be carried 
by the Mission. The Sunday services have been taken by school
teachers and others, who worked w ithout financial burden on the 
church, and they have collected only a minimum of funds for the
year. A redeeming feature is one of their two out-stations, Paw - 
ah. H ere are two young men who are not afraid  of responsibility and 
whatever new proposals are put forth  need only to  get approval 
to be carried right through. These two men solve all financial difficulty, 
not by paying the money themselves, but by carrying all responsibility 
until the other members have seen their duty and done it. This chapel 
offered four candidates for baptism. They have a good-sized day
school. They are this year putting up a new house fo r the preacher
to live in, towards which the Mission contributes only about half
the amount. Their membership is ju s t about the same as it was a few 
years ago when their church was built, but their contributions have 
about doubled. I t is encouraging to help such congregations.
The district can be proud o f its three pastors. W hat it lacks 
is qualified preachers. T here is a  need for higher grade men and 
more of them. There is a dearth of leadership among the brethren. 
The church members greatly lack the personal element in their religion. 
Too often it is to them only a “Doctrine.” P ray  tha t the tru th  
may be brought home into their very lives and that there may be a 
spiritual revival in the Sio-khe District.
N eerbosch H ospital (D r. R. H ofstra  in charge)
Political conditions have been ju s t as unsettled during 1924. as 
they were during 1923. The people living in the more distant 
villages dare not travel to the hospital fo r treatm ent. D uring 1923 
we had 807 in-patients, almost half of whom were soldiers, wounded
in nearby battles. This year we have not had any nearby battles 
and have had very few soldiers as in-patients. F or 1924 we report 
a total of 620 in-patients, almost all of whom were local people. This 
shows a marked increase in the w ork we are more anxious to de­
velop. W e have seen and treated this year 1,735 out-patients, who 
have made altogether 6,333 visits to our clinic.
The building of a road between Sio-khe and other near-by towns 
was begun in the latter part of this year. I f  this road should ever 
be completed, it will be of great benefit to our hospital. The first 
thing travelers on this road see, even fa r off, is the hospital build­
ing. The road passes immediately in fron t of the gate. I t  will save
us much time in making out-calls and will also make it much easier 
for the people to come to us.
Dr. and Mrs. Chu are still with us as hospital assistants, doing 
good work. Dr. Chu has been connected with the Mission w ork over 
twenty years. Mrs. Chu not only assists in the medical work in the 
hospital, but also helps the women in the villages. This year five 
medical students have been taken in, who help a great deal in the
routine work. The hospital preacher, Mr. Png, is still faithfully 
preaching and teaching the patients from day to day, from early m orn­
ing till late in the evening. Special services are held for the clinic 
patients, while they are waiting their tu rn  to be examined.
Boys’ School
Owing to the absence of an ordained missionary in the district 
in the spring, the Boys’ School was in charge of Miss van der Linden 
and Dr. H o fstra  until the arrival of Mr. Voskuil in the fall. The 
Chinese principal, an earnest elder in the church, and his son con­
tinue to be the mainstays of the school. No w ork is too arduous
or too exacting fo r them, and all responsibility is accepted. The 
present staff of teachers works harm oniously and has been faithful 
in its duties. In  the middle of the year we lost one of the number. 
H e was called to help out in his own church in an emergency.
The school had 160 pupils in the spring term and about 130 in
the autumn. The decrease was due partly to the disturbances and 
partly to hard times in the district. The Sio-khe School has turned 
out good material and is a feeder for our higher schools, Talmage
College and our Seminary. Of the eighteen boys graduated in June, 
eight went to Talmage College. Only two were not of church families. 
D uring the year several of our previous graduates joined the church.
The school is overcrowded and greatly needs an entire new plant. 
W e are proud of our school body, as we see the long line of school 
boys marching to church, but we are ashamed when we see the
delapidated buildings and huts we call the “Sio-khe Boys’ School."
They are no credit to the Reform ed Church. W e are looking eagerly 
fo r the completion of the funds which are being gathered for our
new buildings. W e are grateful for the efforts put forth  by Dr.
Bosch on this project, and hope that someone will soon be inspired
to complete the fund. W e owe it to our teachers and the large 
group of boys depending on us fo r a Christian education to  give
them a better school. We earnestly hope the friends at home will 
realize this is a daily need. One marvels at the good work done 
in such surroundings and conditions.
T ong-an  D istric t
E vangelistic W ork {Rev. Frank Eckcrson in charge)
The program which classis recommended for 1924 was the plan 
of having “preaching meetings” for the non-Christians and “revival 
meetings for the Christians in each of the chapels of the three 
pastorates, Hong-san, Tong-an and Chheng-khe (A n-khoe). F or the 
preaching meetings each chapel was to have at least one day a week 
when the pastor or preacher would get the help of whatever brethren 
and sisters would offer or he could enlist and go out to w ork among 
the people. Once a month the unordained preachers from  the chapels 
would all meet with the pastor and spend three or four days preach­
ing about one center. In this way each chapel should have, in general, 
two such affairs during the year. Once during the year all the 
churches of the whole district were to have a grand united preaching 
meeting.
The program has been fairly well carried out but there has
been the greatest difficulty in getting the churches to recognize the 
need for their own reviving, and in having them adopt suitable pro­
gram s for such meetings. The Hong-san church tried a mixture, 
having a four days’ program at each place. T he morning session 
was for the Christians and in the afternoons they went out preaching. 
In  the evenings non-Christians were invited into the churches for 
evangelistic services. The first meeting in the m other church Eng- 
te-thau resulted in such a stirring up of the Christians, particularly the 
members of consistory, that much sin was confessed and many re­
solves made. A t that time the most obvious hindrance in the Ang- 
tng-thau chapel was the fact that a number of church members
had planted opium poppies. This fall they were again ordered 
by the military authorities to plant, but not one member did 
so. Perhaps this is a result of that revival. The Au-khoe 
chapel secured a preacher, a fter having been w ithout one for 
a year, and have gone along so well that they are about to
begin building a new church fo r which they have been working a 
dozen years. M ost o f their building fund has been collected from 
Chinese abroad. The church at Chin-be should be ministering to a 
community of about three thousand pupils from kindergarten to normal 
grades, studying in the non-Christian schools of our very philanthropic 
citizen. Tan Ka-ki. But they lost their preacher in the spring and 
have had an almost barren year. The Sunday services have been 
conducted generally by Christians on the faculty.
The pastor o f the Tong-an church objected to holding revival 
meetings in his district, but an attempt was made at the mother church 
with the aid of a visiting preacher who is one of his best friends. 
The results were encouraging. The Au-ho-a chapel has been a scene 
of continuous refreshing. Partitions had to be torn out to enlarge 
the audience room, new seats had to be made, the weekly expense
increased considerably, bu t all bills have been paid and the audiences 
grow and people are applying for church membership. Au-ho-a is the 
name of that section of the city and literally means, “Little-back- 
moat.” The new preacher said, “T hat sounds too much like dead w ater; 
we’ll change its name to “Oah-ho, W ater-of-L ife.” A nd it is so. 
Last year’s preacher at Chioh-jim was called to Hope H ospital and 
his successor is an active young man with several years’ experience 
in school teaching and a partial theological course. Fewer members 
of the To-kio chapel are planting poppies this year.
The Chheng-khe church has not yet secured a pastor and its 
senior preacher has had to be allowed much freedom this year in an 
attem pt to regain his health. O f course his chapel has felt his 
absence most keenly, but he has been a blessing to the several places 
where he has helped in revival meetings. Also he completed his 
studies and passed his examinations before Classis, receiving his 
licensure in November. Three of the four chapels constituting this 
church have held their week of revival meetings with great blessing. 
Preacher T iu in particular has gained in power. This year saw 
the completion of a five years’ program  of the whole church of South 
Fukien to have every village w ithin three miles of a church hear 
the Gospel at least once. In  this the Chheng-khe church has prac­
tically been successful and has reached many villages farther afield. 
D uring the summer the church had the good assistance of two 
of its young men now studying in the Bible school. A t every com­
munion during the year there were applicants for church membership.
This year special gifts have been received for evangelizing “the 
region where Mr. Eckerson was shot,” which is called the Tng- 
thah region. In  1922 preparatory w ork was done; in 1923 the man 
chosen to do the opening w ork was given special tra in ing ; this year 
w ork has actually begun and most hopefully. Mr. Gay moved his 
family to our chapel nearest Tng-thah and made that his head­
quarters while exploring. Later he was able to get into the biggest 
m arket town of that region with a warm welcome. A house was pro­
vided fo r him and there he has a meeting every evening. H e has 
visited almost every village in the region and sold a large number of 
books. H e is indefatigable, enthusiastic and always rejoicing. H e has 
made friends even with the literati most likely to oppose his work 
and they are asking him to co-operate in running a good school there.
In  common with all other districts, Tong-an has suffered from 
soldiers and bandits. One unavoidable result of these unsettled con­
ditions was tha t as many people as could possibly do so went abroad. 
The wealthy moved to the shelter of Kolongsu’s international settle­
ment. The poorer went everywhere searching for a home and work. 
Thousands went south to the S traits’ Settlements, the Dutch E ast 
Indies, Burmah, and, had business been thriving there, thousands more 
would have gone. The exodus was largely from the territory  of the 
Chheng-khe church. A t one consistory meeting fifteen letters o f dis­
mission were granted members of the Chhoa-chhu-che chapel, leaving 
them only th irty  members. This should give' an idea of the difficulty 
facing the men responsible for collecting the funds to meet church 
expenses. And it came in a year when the American contributions were
cut. T hat preachers should have stayed at their posts, bearing dangers 
and privations with their congregations, puts them beyond ordinary 
eulogy. That they have seen those on whose contributions they depended 
for their salaries leave, and yet not have lessened their efforts to build 
up the church, is w orthy of everlasting remembrance.
The cumulation of m ilitary tyrants and road-builders, opium-planting 
and Sabbath-breaking Christians, despoiled homes and emigrating 
families, interrupted commerce and confiscatory taxation, have made it 
a hard year fo r our church ; but they form a setting against which stands 
out most brilliantly the steadfastness of most of the church workers.
D ay Schools
Vacation schools, largely run by pupils from our higher schools in 
Amoy, have been a great help throughout the district. In three places 
which have been without church day schools, these summer schools 
showed how delightfully the gap could be filled. In  An-khoe, at the 
beginning of the year, an opium-smoking, Christianity-hating, self-pro­
moted M ajor decreed that no pupils should attend our Chhoa-chhu-che 
Boys’ School. Only thirteen braved his edict. The Chhoa-chhu-che 
Girls’ School continued its splendid career under the preacher’s capable 
wife. One of the elders wanted his daughter kept out of danger so 
he sent her in as an assistant teacher, without pay. The Poa-nia school 
so overcame the local antipathy that it has been asked to join in a 
general village scheme for one big, good school.
Besides the above, which are recognized “church schools” of the 
district, there is a growing number of village schools whose non-Christian 
prom oters have hired Christian teachers. U nfortunately in almost every 
case any direct Christian teaching is prohibited and many obstacles are 
thrown in the way of the teacher’s attending church. So it is inevitable 
that such teachers lose their own active interest in the church and many 
d rift away. But if we could keep them “hot-hearted,” as the Chinese 
say, there ought to be a great w ork for the church in manning these 
schools. W e are now graduating teachers faster than the church can 
employ them, and the non-mission schools often pay higher salaries. W e 
have a few cases also where a Christian has started a school inde­
pendently and keeps it Christian. W ould that we had scores of them to 
encourage!
E lisabeth Blauvelt Memorial H ospital (M rs. M . Vandewcg in charge)
D uring 1924, the hospital again had a short year o f work. The 
Chinese doctor left in July and, owing to the difficulty in securing his 
successor, the hospital was not reopened until November. W e had a 
very busy time during the spring term . In  A pril we had as many as 
246 in-patients at one time, all wounded soldiers. In  M arch there was 
fighting about ten miles away from  Tong-an. All the seriously wounded 
soldiers were brought to the hospital. W e were busy from  morning to 
night as we lacked sufficient help. A t that time my children and I still 
lived in  the hospital. The odors and noise were nearly unbearable. The 
doctor's house was not yet finished, but we decided to move in anyway. 
Three days a fter the moving they started to fight near us. W e thought
we had been busy before, but it was nothing in comparison w ith what 
started then. Day and night most serious cases were brought in. The 
chapel had to be transform ed into a regular ward, but w ithout beds; the 
verandas and halls were also crowded, and even on the landing of the 
stairs there were four soldiers. Some of our missionaries came to help 
in dressing the wounds. T hat was very tiresome work as most of the 
patients were on the floor. I t  was very difficult to get enough surgical 
supplies, gowns, gauze, sponges, and bandages, and, if it had not been 
that the church which supported Dr. Vandeweg regularly sends supplies, 
it would have been an impossible task. W hen the stock was nearly ex­
hausted, we were relieved to  receive a new supply from  the church that 
supports me. W e want to thank the churches for their great help.
D uring the fighting we were in constant danger and it was only 
because of the L ord’s protecting care that no harm  came to us. The 
91st Psalm was a great com fort to us in all the tumult. Gospel meetings 
were held every night in M andarin. Many who speak Mandarin, the 
teachers of our Boys’ School, the pastor and preachers, were glad to 
help in the bedside personal work. The convalescent patients enjoyed the 
Victrola very much.
A t Christmas we had a good opportunity to bring the glad message 
to a large crowd of heathen men, women and children, who came to see 
our beautiful Christmas tree and hear the carols.
O ur Chinese assistants do splendid work, but the hospital greatly 
needs a foreign doctor. My furlough time is drawing near and the 
Lord only knows how hard it is for me to leave this place, where I 
have known so much happiness and sorrow. I pray that the Lord will 
provide fo r H is w ork here, and send us a foreign doctor and nurse.
L ivingstone E aster Bovs’ School
In spite of difficulties, the school can report an advance in many 
respects. Special effort was put forth  to  help the morale of the school. 
In consequence attention was given to the boys’ leisure time and much 
has been done to direct their play and to teach them true standards of 
sportsmanship, the teachers themselves playing with the boys. The school 
library has been enlarged and a number of suitable books have been 
added for the benefit of both boys and teachers.
I t  was fully realized, however, tha t real uplift in the morale of the 
school was dependent on the spiritual tone. This has resulted in the 
introduction of the “Quiet H our” and the organization of the “Volunteer 
Band.” The Quiet H our is at 6 A. M. when the Chinese principal 
meets with all who wish to join him for devotional Bible study. This 
is outside the compulsory Bible courses prescribed in the curriculum. 
The response has been most pleasing and the hour has meant much 
fo r the individual boy as well as for the general spirit in the school. 
The Volunteer Band was organized to afford an opportunity for 
service as well as to give the boys a legitimate outlet for their energy 
on Sundays. The Band goes out on Sunday afternoons to the villages 
roundabout and gives a simple Gospel message. This is practicable for 
only the older boys, but even so there are over forty  volunteers. The 
Band is well organized and two of the teachers act as leaders. The
boys take turns in speaking and ample time is given to prepare their 
talks, and deliver them before an audience of teachers and pupils, before 
the boys are permitted to address an outside gathering.
The most memorable day this year was Christmas. In the a fte r­
noon, the boys gathered in all the neighboring children, told them the 
Christmas story, sang Christmas carols, and at the close gave them each 
a tiny g ift from their Christmas tree. In  the evening parents and 
friends were invited to a program, the principal part of which consisted 
of the dramatization of “The Prodigal Son.” The boys had been made 
to realize that it was an opportunity for them to make plain, to an 
audience largely heathen, the love of God for sinners and consequently 
the whole was carried out in a beautiful spirit of reverence, though 
there were many inevitable humorous touches. The program  ’ made a 
deep impression on the entire audience and the lesson will not soon be 
forgotten, either by the witnesses or by the boys themselves.
M A P  O P T H E  A R G O T  M ISS IO N
T ilu k A r e a Popu lation
W a l a j a p e t 3 9 6 2 1 6 .7 9 5
A r k o n a m  X 1 10 64 .5 0 0
V e ll o re ^ 432 222 .3 2 9
A rni 180 108.944
C h e y a r 328 148.366
P o l u r 685 169.667
W anduvash 340 162.620
C in g e e 410 199.470
T i n d i v a n a m 447 217.329
V i l l u p u r a m  X 160 112,870
T o tal 3387 1.612.769
Grand To tal 8277 2 .701.383
P h o to .  Block,  S u r v e y  Of f ic e ,  M a d r a s .  
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T ota l............................. 15 Taluqs (Counties) 8.277 2.701,383
Languages:—T amil, 1,600,700; Telugu, 950,000; Hindustani, 150,600;
Kanarese, etc.
M issionaries— A rn i:  Rev. W. H . F arrar. C hiitoor: Miss J. C.
Scudder, Miss A. B. Van Doren, Miss E. W. Conklin, Miss C. C. Wyck- 
off, Miss R. L. Scudder, Miss H. T. Scudder. Katpadi: Rev. B. 
Rottschaefer, Mr. J. DeValois. Madanapalle: Miss L. H. H art, M.D.. 
Rev. H. J. Scudder, Miss S. TeW inkel, Miss J. V. TeW inkel, Miss C. 
M. Coburn, Rev. J. D. Muyskens, Miss H. Brumler. Palm aner: Miss 
A. S. Smallegan, *Rev. T. F. Zwemer. Ranipettai: Mrs. FI. Honegger, 
G. F. Scudder, M.D. Tindivanam : Rev. W. T. Scudder, Mr. M. DeW olf. 
Vellore: Mrs. S. W. Scudder, Rev. L. R. Scudder, M.D., Miss I. S. 
Scudder, M.D., Miss M. Rottschaefer, M.D., Rev. J. H. W arnshuis, Miss 
G. Dodd, Rev. J. J. De Boer, Mr. M. Schuurmans.
Associate Missionaries.-—Mrs. L. R. Scudder, Mrs. H . J. Scudder, 
Mrs. W. H. Farrar, Mrs. W. T. Scudder, M.D., Mrs. B. Rottschaefer, 
Mrs. J. H. W arnshuis, M.D., Mrs. Galen F. Scudder, Mrs. J. DeValois, 
Mrs. J. D. Muyskens, Mrs. J. J. De Boer, Mrs. T. F. Zwemer.
Kodai Kanal.—Language School: Mr. M. Olcott, Rev. and Mrs. 
C. R. W ierenga, Miss M. E. Geegh, Miss C. L. Ingham, Mr. A. Wald.
In  America.—Miss D. M. Houghton, Rev. and Mrs. L. Hekhuis, Rev. 
and Mrs. H. E. Van Vranken, Rev. and Mrs. J. H . Potter, Miss W. 
Noordyk.
Native Helpers.—O rdained Ministers, 20. O ther H elpers: Men, 
388; Women, 186. Total 574.
Schools.—Boarding Schools, Boys’ 7, Scholars 443, G irls’ 5, Scholars 
412. Theological Schools 1, Students 44, Day Schools 226, Scholars 
7,970. Total Schools 239, Scholars 8,869.
Hospitals and Dispensaries.—7. Patients Treated, 60,316.
* Died, February 6, 1925.
REPORT FOR 1924
FO R EW O R D
By an Indian M ember o f the Assembly
I f  it is true that idealism grows more tangible by the pursuit of 
reality, it will be admitted tha t the value of a practical religion like 
Christianity is better seen in a country where it comes into conflict with 
faiths of a different order. India is a living epitome of almost all the 
different stages through which humanity has passed since the dawn of 
history. W e have only to glance about a t the different types of men 
seen every day in India. The half-naked hill man, the down-trodden 
farm labourer, and the superstition-ridden peasant will remind you of 
far-off things long ago, while the clever Indian lawyer, the learned pro­
fessor and the all-knowing politician make you feel that India is abreast 
of the other nations of the world. The fact is, that in spite of the 
political fever in the country and the hunger a fter W estern institutions, 
India is a land that keeps constantly looking backward. She cannot tear 
herself from the hoary past, so full of grandeur and glory. The picture 
of the past is ever present before the average Indian.
It may be safely assumed that, wherever in India there are visions 
of the future and organizations directed tow ards the achievement of 
political and social ideals, the spirit of the W est has been at work. 
Looking forw ard hopefully to  the future, shuffling off the coils of the 
past, rising above one’s environment, these have come with Christianity. 
W hat would have been the character o f present-day Christianity if, in­
stead of going west with St. Paul at the beginning, it had travelled east 
with St. Peter or someone else? I t  seems to me that the old religions 
of the E ast would have absorbed all that is best in Christianity and 
made it an unprogressive, self-contented religion, with nothing of the 
vigour and power which we associate with it today. W e feel that it 
was the will of the Almighty that through Greece and Rome Christianity 
should first go to the younger nations of the earth, to people free from 
the dead weight of tradition, to men who thought more of tom orrow 
than of yesterday. Among these fresh people Christianity became a re­
ligion of hope and strength, of freedom and joy. Let there be no mis­
understanding. I t is not suggested that hope and freedom were not 
already there in Christianity. All tha t is claimed is that this side of it 
was developed and emphasised by the freedom-loving people to whom it 
went. The unsophisticated fishermen of Galilee, from whom Christ chose 
H is disciples, are a case in point. The seed of the Gospel first fell and 
grew in soil the richness of which had not yet been used fo r other 
purposes. For the good of the world Christianity progressed from 
Palestine to the west. On the other hand, more than 1,500 years ago a 
band of Syrian Christians came to India as settlers. They were so much
influenced by the religions of the country that till recently they never 
made an attem pt to spread Christianity among the masses.
From  what has been said it will be evident tha t W estern Missions 
have much to do in this ancient country. Much has been done by them, 
and the westernmost and youngest nation of the world, the Americans, 
have achieved remarkable success in the fields they have chosen fo r their 
work. Educational institutions, started by missionaries, are flooding the 
country with y'oung men and women who are infusing into the people 
the spirit they have imbibed. The vast majority of these graduates are 
not Christians, but they are our well-wishers. This was clearly demon­
strated in the M adras Legislative Council, when the question of forcing 
Christian institutions to limit the teaching of the Bible to those who 
desired it came up for discussion. M ost of the members of the 
Legislative Council had received their education in Christian schools and 
colleges. They refused, therefore, to interfere with the work of the 
Christian missionaries in that direction. It is sad that our institutions, 
especially those for boys, are not able to afford accommodation to all 
those who seek admission. W e hope that as there has been an end of 
liberal spending so there will be soon a termination of retrenchment. 
N otw ithstanding the financial stringency, the w ork of the Mission is 
grow ing in intensity and extent.
A t the very outset the religion of Christ was ardently embraced by 
Pariah men and women, who were dismissed by others as incorrigible 
sinners and hopeless dregs of society. In  this country also, those who 
have been most ready to welcome Christianity are the unfortunate people, 
considered by Hindus to be untouchable and in some cases unapproach­
able. Christian workers have given these people so much enlightenment 
and elevation, tha t of late the H indus have awakened to the fact that 
they have sadly neglected them in the past. A loud cry is raised in 
the newspapers that the outcastes must be accepted as brothers. Removal 
of untouchability is one of the planks in the platform  of almost every 
political body in India. Time and again we hear from the lips of the 
depressed classes leaders that they owe an immense deal to the mission­
aries, that the missionary is their friend and protector, that they are 
increasingly in need of his help and guidance. Thus we see that by 
carrying Christianity to  the oppressed and the lowly, and by elevating 
them, we have made the high-browed H indu realize the brotherhood of 
man. True, this was not our direct aim, but God fulfils H imself in 
many ways. The reports that follow will speak fo r themselves. India 
needs more than ever earnest workers who, by their life and work, will 
be able to prove that true manhood and womanhood are possible only 
in Christ. Only by being like Christ ourselves can we serve India in the 
way acceptable to her.
P ersonnel
The past year has been exceptional for its record of casualties. The 
death of Miss Annie E. Hancock, which was recorded in last year’s 
report, occurred within the period of this year of March 4, 1924. 
Following closely upon the enforced return of Miss Berg at the end 
of 1923, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Potter suffered a breakdown in health
early in 1924 and, a fter several months spent at the hills, found it 
necessary to return  to America for a more complete recovery. In 
March, Rev. J. H . W arnshuis developed serious trouble in his eyes, 
which improved somewhat by a prolonged period of rest at the hills 
but broke out again upon his return to work in July and compelled 
a sudden departure from India. Miss Brum ler underwent a serious 
operation in A ugust which was followed by a long and critical illness, 
from  which she eventually made a good recovery. Rev. W. T. Scudder, 
who had been suffering from  an obscure complaint fo r several years, 
submitted himself to  a serious operation in October which, we are glad 
to report, proved to be very successful. Mr. J. J. DeValois sustained 
a severe attack of typhoid fever in October which proved doubly un­
fortunate, as his wife was at the same time a patient in the Sanatorium 
at Arogyavaram. Both of them are now well on the road to complete 
recovery. The heaviest blow of all was sustained in February of the 
present year in the death of Rev. T. F. Zwemer, of which note has been 
made in the earlier pages of this report. I t can easily be conceived 
that such a series of events not only means much interruption to the 
work carried on by these individuals, but also creates a general feeling 
of strain and anxiety throughout the Mission. W e are gratefu l to God 
for granting recovery in so many cases of desperate illness and believe 
that, even where H e seems to have dealt hardly with us, H e has pur­
posed well for us.
In addition to the dislocation of work created by the above emer­
gencies, the Mission has had to arrange for vacancies caused by regular 
furloughs which fell due this year. The terms of two short term  men, 
Mr. C. De Jonge and Mr. M. D eW olf expired during the year and our 
two high schools greatly felt their departure. Of our full time staff, 
Rev. and Mrs. L. Hekhuis with their two children, Rev. and Mrs. H. E. 
Van Vranken, Miss Noordyk, and Miss Houghton returned to America 
fo r well-earned furloughs.
It is with pleasure that we turn  to the other side of the story and 
record the arrival o f Miss Caroline Ingham, Miss M ary Geegh, Miss 
Helen Scudder and Mr. A rthur W ald. W e also welcome Miss M argaret 
Rottschaefer, M.D. who returns to the Mission after several years 
spent in the study of medicine and will join the staff of the W omen’s 
Medical School, Vellore.
W e have also the rather rare privilege of recording a m arriage on 
December 16th by which Mr. Mason Olcott brought to us one to whom 
we extend a warm welcome, Miss Eleanor Gibbons who was a member 
of the Presbyterian Mission at Kohlapur in W estern India. Mrs. 
Olcott has been engaged in educational work in that mission and comes 
to us with a rich experience in work for young women. The occasion 
brought us the added pleasure of a visit from the bridegroom ’s mother, 
Mrs. E. E. Olcott, to whose loyal support of the work and ardent friend­
ship we owe so much.
The homes of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. DeValois, Rev. and Mrs. C. R. 
W ierenga and Rev. and Mrs. B. Rottschaefer were made bright this year 
by the birth of a son in each.
TH E ARCOT ASSEM BLY
This body having: completed the first year o f its existence, we should 
now look back and try to  estimate what has been accomplished by this 
experiment in co-operation. The initial working o f a body of about 
ninety members has been no easy task. Constitutions, however well they 
may look on paper, reveal unexpected flaws when subjected to the test 
of experience, and the machinery has at times creaked too evidently. 
The Assembly has also suffered an immense loss in the removal o f Mr. 
W arnshuis, who from the first discussion of plans has always been the 
moving spirit of the Assembly. There has also been the new experience, 
fo r both Indian and European members, o f learning to work with one 
another. To say that this has at all times been easy or entirely success­
ful would not be true. There have been many difficulties, and probably 
there will be more that we shall still have to meet.
However, the measure of the difficulty is often the measure of the 
achievement. Easy things are not often the most worth while. The 
Indian members have had the opportunity to learn many things from the 
inside, and to become fam iliar with the actual practical working of many 
forms of finance and policy. The missionary members, in the same 
way, have had new insights into the desires, aspirations, and ideals of 
the Indian community. M utual knowledge and understanding are the 
first steps tow ard that complete co-operation which we have before us 
as the perfect ideal.
Perhaps the best w ork accomplished has been not in the Assembly 
itself, but in the Boards and the local Councils. In these smaller bodies 
it has been easier to  achieve a group mind and corporate thinking, and 
real construcive work has been done. The local Councils have func­
tioned admirably, and probably no head of any institution would be 
willing to go back from democratic to autocratic control.
In  this day of racial conflicts and adjustm ent we may be glad tha t it 
has fallen to our lot to help solve the problem of racial co-operation in 
one little corner o f this great and troubled world. F or every forw ard 
step taken we thank God, and we press forw ard with courage to the 
complete fulfilment of the oneness which is in Christ Jesus.
Work With Other Missions
Some of the most im portant w ork which we are doing in India is 
being carried out in co-operation with other missions. I t is w ith regret 
that we find we must delete the reports of these “union institutions,” 
but their number is so large that we have scarcely space to more than 
name them.
The W om en’s  Christian College, Madras has almost completed its 
splendid new Science Building. F our girls from our own A rcot A s­
sembly are among the 129 students on its rolls. A recent event of interest 
was a visit to the school by M ahatma Gandhi.
The W om en’s Training College, Madras has completed its first year 
of life with great distinction, ten of the eleven students who went up 
for the examination having passed, several of them with high distinction. 
W e take special pride in this, as Miss Van Doren was the Acting P rin ­
cipal of the College during their course.
The Missionary Medical School fo r  IVomen, Vellore, in which we 
are especially interested as it contains Schell Hospital, a form er institu­
tion of our own Mission, completed and opened one of its new buildings 
this year, the Cole Dispensary. This has enabled them to make needed 
re-adjustm ents of classwork and hospital work, to  open and develop 
new departments and make much general advance. This institution is 
im portant to us not only because of its large circle of influence through­
out India, but also for the local service it renders in our own commun­
ity. It co-operates with our evangelistic workers in establishing several 
dispensaries in and about Vellore. Its students strengthen and brighten 
our church life. The Sunday evening services conducted by distinguished 
men both Indian and foreign bring much inspiration to our better edu­
cated men and women. Members of our own mission have made no 
small contribution to  the work of the school. Dr. Ida Scudder is its 
principal and the moving spirit of the institution, Mrs. J. H. W arnshuis 
vice-principal, Miss Houghton nursing-superintendent, Miss Dodd bursar 
and Miss M. Rottschaefer, M.D. who returned to India last year joins 
the school as a member of the staff. The extensive building program
which the school has before it is under the direction of Rev. B. R ott­
schaefer. No less is the service rendered by our Indian colleagues, the 
nurses, compounders, Bible women, and clerks who have been drawn 
very largely from  our A rcot Christian community. The staff numbers 
at present thirteen foreign membefs and one Indian. The students en­
rolled last year were 69. Several B ritish missions have united with the 
school this year and the co-operating missions now number eleven.
The Union M ission Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Arogyavaram  reports 
continued extension and improvement of its plant. A total of 349 
patients were treated during the year, with an average attendance of 
128 and a record of “Positive Results” or cures o f 92.4%.
The Union M ission Teachers’ Training School, Vellore has pu r­
chased an ideal site o f thirty  acres north of Vellore and is proceeding 
with plans fo r erecting a home for itself, which it has not had in the 
twenty years of its existence. The new plan of training sanctioned by 
Government for this school was begun this year but it is too early to 
comment upon its success or otherwise. A very good record of passes 
was obtained at the last annual examination, 37 out of 38 passing in 
the lower grade and 33 out of 38 in the higher grade.
Bangalore Theological College reports a  very difficult year. The 
problem of theological education is engaging much attention in India 
at present and this College was one of the storm centers. Its validity 
was seriously questioned. I t also suffered the loss of tw o eminent 
members of its staff who have been with it since its inception, Dr. L. P. 
Larsen and Rev. G. E. Philips. The number of students fell very low 
and their educational qualifications were below the standard set for the 
college. But these difficulties have been met and overcome. The va­
cancies on the staff have been filled, m ore students are enrolled this year 
than ever before and the co-operating Missions have given a very de­
cided vote in favor o f going on with the original scheme of the college.
Gooty United Theological Sem inary  has lost its principal, Rev. James 
I. Macnair, who has retired. Consequently there is no new three-year
class this year and in its place a large one-year Lay Bible course has 
been opened in charge of our own representative on the staff, Rev. J. M. 
Sundaram.
The w ork of other union organizations is too large to bring under 
a brief review, though its importance would almost w arrant a separate 
report. These organizations include the M adras M en’s Christian Col­
lege, Madras Christian Council, the Andhara Christian Council, the 
National Christian Council o f India, and the Missionary Education 
Council o f Madras.
T he Ind ian  C hurch  B oard
The twenty churches which have been established by the Arcot 
Mission with their 2S8 villages have grown to such dimensions that it 
is no longer possible to review their work with the detail of form er 
years. Both in the interests of economy and with a view to emphasizing 
the more significant phases of progress we have done considerable 
violence to the report in the form  in which it was presented. The entire 
report o f the A rcot Assembly is printed in India and a limited number 
of copies is available for those who wish to study the work of the 
Assembly in detail.
D uring the two years of 1922 and 1923, the report of our Indian 
churches has shown severe losses. These were largely accounted for as 
losses on paper ra ther than actual losses of people. In the enthusiasm 
of the Evangelistic Campaign names had been put down without sufficient 
justification and, in a laudable desire to make a good showing, pastors 
and clerks w ere reluctant to remove names from  the rolls even after 
people had left the village or town. D uring these two previous years 
strenuous efforts were made to make our statistics show the real facts 
of the churches’ strength. The year under review presents a gratifying 
contrast to the two previous years in that it again shows an advance in 
all particulars.
The most significant gain is under the head of those received into 
full communion, 428 members as contrasted with 302 and 303 for the two 
years preceding. More than 50% of this number, namely 250 were 
received in the W estern Circle as the result of special efforts directed to 
that end. Activity of this kind shows that the Indian church is w ork­
ing hard to conserve its gains and deepen its life, and is not merely 
content with increasing numbers.
Though we find tha t 1,139 were received into the Christian com­
munity during the year, the net gain was only 354. This apparent dis­
crepancy is accounted for in large part by emigration due to exceedingly 
hard times. The total Christian community numbers now 19,428.
There were 893 baptisms this year o f whom 359 were adults and 
534 children. The W estern C ircle 'again  shows a lead over the other 
Circles, being responsible fo r 490 or nearly 55% of the total.
U nder the head of contributions there has been a small but decided 
increase of Rs. 455, which is very creditable in view of the bad year 
it has been for crops and work. The Every Member Canvass, continued 
in Vellore and introduced in Madanapalle, accounts for a part of this
increase. The “Mite-Box Festival” observed in the W estern Circle was 
partly responsible for every church in that Circle increasing its gifts. 
The gain in this Circle was Rs. 1,015.
Over all the year has been the blight of famine and its consequent 
diseases. W ater has failed to such an extent that in some places there 
was scarcely sufficient for bathing and drinking. Prices have advanced 
and are still advancing. Cholera and smallpox have been very prevalent. 
Large numbers have emigrated, some to the gold mines nearby at Kolar 
and others to such distant places as Calcutta and Bombay. The distress 
of the people is beyond belief.
The N orthern Circle mentions an experiment in establishing a few 
families on a 700 acre plot o f ground form erly occupied by a settle­
ment of criminal tribes and now granted to the Mission by Govern­
ment. Two more families from  the Sudra Caste were baptized in the 
village of Rangannagidha and a few others have been received under 
instruction. They propose to escape persecution by settling upon a piece 
of land for which they have applied.
The E astern Circle has suffered for lack of continued leadership. 
Mr. Van V ranken handed over charge to Mr. P o tter when he left 
on furlough but the latter, because of ill health had to leave for the 
hills in March and was sent home in July. Mr. F a rra r then administered 
the Circle from A rni. The senior pastor, Rev. J. Selvam, was also 
prevented by ill health from  touring, and late in the year retired from  
active work. In the Yehamur church, however, aggressive work resulted 
in the addition of two new villages.
The Central Circle seems to have suffered severely from  epidemics 
and hard times. Despite very discouraging conditions, it manages to 
report that one o r two of its villages in the Gnanodiam Pastorate have 
experienced *a real revival.
The Southern Circle was handicapped during a part of the year 
by the serious illness of its Chairman, Rev. W. T. Scudder, but reports 
a gain of five new villages. There has also been an increase in school 
attendance by Christian boys of 60. Strenuous opposition to evangelistic 
efforts has been experienced in W andiwash from Roman Catholics.
The W estern Circle which lies in the heart of the Mission and is 
the largest and most prosperous of the five Circles, while not free from 
the adversity and difficulties which the others have encountered has fin­
ished the year with many evidences of success. “W e have closed a stren­
uous year” writes the Chairman, Rev. M. Peter, “amidst adverse circum­
stances we dared to march on.” The call to occupy new villages and 
the lack of funds to do so forced them to  w ithdraw from eight old 
villages and to dismiss seven men. There are 19 Christian villages with­
out teachers, imperfectly cared for by teachers from adjoining villages. 
In spite of such retrenchment, the note of encouragement and progress 
rings strong in the report. “W e are encouraged at the ■ stability and prog­
ress of the congregations. M ore than ever one can see among them 
clear indications of spirituality. To a very large number of our Chris­
tians the religion of Christ is no more a burden, but an enjoym ent and 
inspiration. Heathen ceremonies, drink, and marriage with non-Christian 
relatives have been cheerfully given up.”
The Evangelistic Council, which assumes the direction of the evan­
gelistic w ork of the Indian Church Board, admirably justifies itself 
in this year’s report. I t  has directed the w ork of 32 evangelists in four 
bands. I t conducted a special conference fo r these men in which they 
met some of the most expert leaders in this work. It arranged lectures 
in all our principal stations by eight men of national and international 
fame, among whom was Dr. S. M. Zwemer. These lectures and ad­
dresses numbered no less than 130 and many of them were brought 
right down to the villages wherever group conferences could be arranged 
for this purpose. I t has established a degree of co-ordination between 
zenana workers, H indu G irls’ Schools, the W om en’s Medical School, etc., 
and the men’s work. I t  has secured an opening among caste people on 
the Telugu plateau. Perhaps its most im portant accomplishment this 
year was the conference on Mohammedan work conducted by Dr. S. M. 
Zwemer in Vellore last July. As a consequence of this conference the 
Assembly' took some very definite steps tow ards undertaking the task 
of reaching the 135,000 Moslems within our territory, for whom we are 
doing very little at present.
The evangelistic work has also introduced a new feature, tha t is, 
new in our work, but old in the religious history of India, in establish­
ing at Chittoor an “A shram .” An A shram  is in the w ords of Mr. 
A rthur John, a recent graduate of Bangalore Theological College and 
in charge of this work, “not only a social center, but a home for re­
ligious and spiritual conversation and instruction.
The desire has been to develop a genuine Christian fellowship in 
the heart of the town, with a view to leaven the whole town with the 
spirit o f Christ. Chittoor has opportunities for this kind of work. 
Though at first the men of the town seemed indifferent and reserved, 
they are slowly beginning to understand and are drawing nearer to the 
men in the Ashram . A t present most of the educated young men in the 
town visit the Ashram , and often engage in conversations about Christ 
and H is Kingdom. The hall in the house, which is called “God’s 
D urbar,” is decorated with pictures of national leaders and Christ. The 
durbar is filled with young men in the afternoons. Some of them play 
indoor games, some read the papers, while others converse on religious 
subjects. The members of the Ashram  thus have ample opportunities 
for helping the young men in their personal problems. Some have now 
learned to admire Christ, and are studying more about Him. An 
attem pt is made not only to interest the men in the study of religion, 
but also to give them opportunities of knowing what actual Christian 
living means.
O f the men who go to the Ashram some have decided to study the 
New Testament, and a few of the non-Christian men attend Sunday 
classes, which are held in the Ashram  each week. W eekly lectures are 
also held where addresses are given on the lives of great men and 
women. These lectures are well attended.
There is a Badminton court attached to the Ashram, where men 
come together to play. Sometimes we take a few out fo r a walk, and 
thus have many more opportunities for helping them in personal and re­
ligious problems. O ften questions are raised the answering of which
gives a clear idea of Christianity. This kind of w ork is done not only 
among the students, but also among the educated men of the town.
O f the men who have been visiting the Ashram two have decided 
to accept Christ as their Saviour. Both of them are Mohammedans. 
W e have felt it necessary that we should wait long enough to under­
stand more about them.
May God add His blessing to the earnest and consecrated efforts 
which are being put forth to command Christ by this form of work to 
the people of India.”
The special work in the improvement of village education and the 
supervision of village schools sustained a severe setback this year in the 
loss of Mr. W arnshuis who was forced to return to America, because 
of trouble with his eyes. In  addition to this, one of our supervisors, 
Mr. Jeevaratnam fell ill in the middle of the year and early in 1925 
succumbed to tuberculosis. Always a faithful and hard worker, he had 
thrown himself into this new work with much zeal, mastered the prin­
ciples of the new education with great effort and was indefatigable in 
bringing this new educational gospel to the teachers. W ithal he was 
gentle and tactful and as a teacher he possessed unusual gifts. One of 
his last contributions was the model class he conducted at Mr. McKee’s 
conference at Vellore and the success of the whole conference was due 
in no small measure to his modest help. H e gave his life for his work 
and his sacrifice will not be in vain.
In spite of disaster, the cause of better education made much prog­
ress during the year. In February, th irty  teachers were brought in from 
their villages fo r the entire month and given some very intensive tra in­
ing in the ‘‘Project Method” the teaching of reading, arithmetic and 
Bible and some very practical practice in tape weaving, cloth weaving, 
basket making, brick making, etc. A model class, brought in from the 
villages, carried out a “project,” in the building of a small village house 
and compound. Lectures and discussions, some illustrated with the 
lantern, were conducted on village problems of economics, hygiene, social 
life, and religious life, and instruction was given in poultry keeping and 
cottage gardening. These men went back not only equipped to do 
better w ork but firmly convinced that there was more to education than 
ju s t books.
The latter part of the year a change was introduced in our super­
vision work. Realizing that our small force of three supervisors was 
inadequate to the task of supervising 200 schools, we decided to limit 
supervision to  a small group in each Circle, of such size as could be 
really effectively supervised. The results of this experiment in the 
first few months were very encouraging, particularly as we had chosen 
the most difficult and backward villages as the scene of it. The progress 
noted in the Gnanodiam pastorate must be credited to some extent to 
the spirit engendered in the schools and villages by this supervision. 
Later reports we hope will show that money spent on supervision is a 
productive investment.
The conference conducted by Mr. McKee at Vellore last July will 
be an enduring landm ark in mission history. This was under the 
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was a large inter-mission affair. Mr. McKee is a Presbyterian mission­
ary  from the north of India who has conducted a school at Moga in the 
Punjab according to the best American technique in such a way that he 
has made “Moga” an adjective for a type of education and school which 
has become known all over India. The National Christian Council a r­
ranged for Mr. McKee to conduct a series o f conferences in several 
centers of India, among which Vellore was one of the fortunate. Be­
sides missionaries and Indian pastors and educationalists from all sur­
rounding missions, the conference was attended by the students of the 
W omen’s Teachers College of M adras and several officers from the De­
partm ent of Education. Mr. McKee thoroughly convinced his audience 
that his principles were both ideal and practical. It may be long before 
we attain what we are seeking, but after the “McKee Conference” we 
shall never be in danger of being satisfied w ith things as they are.
Dr. L. R. Scudder, Chairman of the Indian Church Board closes 
his report with these w o rd s:
“This review of the work of the year should fill our hearts with 
thanksgiving to God. A fter two years of retrogression we have again 
begun to go forw ard. God is ready to give us a richer harvest than we 
gathered last year, if we will only fulfill the necessary conditions. Are 
we ready to pay the price?”
T he W om en’s B oard
According to the plan of re-organizing our work under the newly 
established Arcot Assembly, all the work in H indu Girls’ Schools, the 
Social Centers, the Zenanas and work for the Christian women in our 
churches has been placed under a new Board composed of women m is­
sionaries assigned to that work and their Indian associates. The work 
in each station is also directed by Local Councils in which Indian 
women have a seat. Thus we find this w ork has taken on a new aspect 
and, if we had space to print their report, we feel sure the reader would 
be ready to agree that it had taken on new life as well. But, since this 
report appears in detail in the Y ear Book of the W om an’s Board of 
Foreign Missions, we follow the rule adoped in the reports of the other 
missions and omit it from our report.
T he  E ducational B oard
The report of our educational institutions fo r 1924 is made more 
interesting by the fact that this year fo r the first time they have been 
completely under the control of the Educational Board and the School 
Councils. The Board has had two meetings, in March ,and in July, 
the Councils have met at varying times according to the circumstances 
of their respective institutions. Speaking from her own experience, the 
Board chairman would pay her tribute to the efficiency and helpfulness 
of the Councils. "In the multitude of counsellors there is safety,” was 
the saying of an ancient wise man. Certainly in the management of 
our schools there is much wisdom to be gained from  the discussions 
of an interested group, comprising both Indians and Europeans, and from 
the “common mind” that results. Each side has much to learn from  
the o ther; and the management is often saved from mistakes both in 
finance and general policy.
Another forw ard step is found in the fact that two institutions, 
the Union T raining School at Vellore and the Tindivanam boys’ High 
school, have been placed under the charge of Indian Principals. W e 
wish all success to these schools under their new management.
Voorhees College
The enrollment in the different departments of Voorhees College is 
about the same this year as last year—558 in the Lower school, 458 in 
the H igh school, and 125 in the College department. W e enrolled 
eighty students in the junior class in the College department—the 
largest enrollment in that class in the history of the College. All the 
colleges in M adras report the same exceptionally high enrollment, and 
it seems that so fa r as U niversity education is concerned, the applicants 
for seats are taxing the capacity of all institutions.
The annual meeting of the Alumni Association, o r Old Boys’ Day, 
was well attended, and gave opportunity for the renewal o f old friend­
ships. The College department now has a quarter of a century of history 
to  recall, and has many hundreds of alumni holding im portant posts 
in many walks of life. A n alumnus of the class of 1904, Mr. S. 
Radhakrishnan, M.A., now a member of the staff of Calcutta University, 
published this year a H istory of Indian Philosophy, which has had a 
wide sale and represents the w ork of a true schplar. The association 
has instituted three scholarships in the College, and is gradually secur­
ing the endowment fund which will permanently support these aids to 
poor and deserving students.
In  July all of the members of the staff, along with some four 
hundred other delegates, attended the Educational Conference held in 
Vellore, at which we considered the Project Method with all the 
possibilities it seems to hold forth of filling education with a richer and 
more vital meaning. And at staff meetings we have considered other 
modern methods, and schemes and aims. From  such conferences and 
discussions it becomes evident that serious attention should be given to 
changes in the whole educational system, curriculum, methods and aims, 
which shall bring the schools and colleges into closer and more vital 
relationship with Indian problems and life.
In  his annual inspection report, the D istrict Educational Officer 
speaks very highly of the work of the staff, their conscientious applica­
tion to their tasks, and their loyal co-operation in all the activities of 
the school. H is rem arks are a true commentary upon the spirit and 
atmosphere that have prevailed during the year.
D uring His week of inspection, the D istrict Educational Officer 
visited the Principal’s Scripture class, which happened to be studying the 
Sermon on the Mount. At the close of the week, this officer, who is 
not a Christian, ended his talk to the members of staff by saying that 
the law of love that Christ taught, and that had been held up before 
the boys in that scripture class, should be the basis of all our relation­
ships in life. A nd then he drew out his pocket Testament, and read 
a passage from the Sermon on the Mount. And later, in conversation, 
he re-emphasized the value of such instruction as is given in our 
Scripture classes.
Voorhees College H ostels .
The year under review has been one of the most successful in the 
history of the hostels. The results in the annual examinations in the 
Lower School Hostel were particularly gratifying, for all fourteen of 
the th ird  form boys were passed or were promoted, although the 
standard was very high.
I h e  extrem e w ater scarcity in Vellore was quite a problem for us 
until the recent rains. The tap water was cut down to a minimum, so 
we had to have recourse to the well. But the w ater level kept dropping 
so rapidly that the well had to be deepened three or four times. It 
was very satisfying indeed to see the boys willingly take on the work 
themselves, fo r manual labor is not “dignified” for students in India. 
Efforts are also being made to start a fair-sized garden to grow some 
o f the hostel vegetables. Many trees, plantains and flowers have also 
been planted. These are all w atered and cared for by the boys. 
Numbers of dead trees about our compounds have also been cut down 
and split into firewood. Never before have the boys been so willing and 
eager to work. This is a most welcome attitude, and we only wish 
that we had more facilities to carry on some real productive efforts.
The total number of students in the hostels is 78, ranging from 
the third standard to the th ird  form (Grades 3 to 9). Practically all 
of them have come from very poor families, and need to be helped 
even w ith their clothes. Crop conditions have been very poor during 
these last three years, so our Christian community has found it difficult 
to  make ends meet, let alone providing fo r children in school. And it 
takes so very little to  help. Three dollars a month will feed these boys 
and keep them in respectable dress.
I t  is remarkable, too, how eager all our people are to get their 
children educated. Every year we have to refuse over a hundred boys 
because of lack of funds. Some fathers walk for miles to try  to get 
their boys in hostels, but all in vain. I t  is surely a heart-rending busi­
ness to have to  send these eager souls away without being able to 
help. Some actually go to  the extent of mortgaging everything they 
have to pay the extra fees that will keep their boys in school.
T he College Christian H ostel was this year amalgamated with the 
H indu Hostel. Since last year boarding arrangem ents were stopped in 
the latter, so we thought it would be a fine time to join the two 
hostels, thereby saving expense and taking a step tow ard cosmopolitan­
ism. I t was rather a risky experiment according to  some, but there 
has been no trouble whatsoever, and everyone is more than happy 
over the arrangem ent. I t  is doing our Christian boys a world of good 
to be thrown in with the others, and it is also a good thing for the 
H indus. There are eleven Christians and seventeen H indus. They 
live together most amicably, a fine spirit prevailing throughout. W e 
have a very splendid group of men in our College, to whom we can 
look forw ard to accomplish great things in the future.
T he A rcot T heological Seminary
A t the beginning of the year there were in the Seminary 33 students, 
26 of whom were men and seven were the wives of the m arried students.
On April 25th the graduation exercises of the senior class of nine 
were held. The Rev. J. H . Maclean, of the United F ree Church of 
Scotland Mission, gave the address to the graduating class. The 
Alumni Association of the Seminary met on the same day. This has 
become one of the pleasantest days in the Seminary year, when many 
of our graduates come back to us and renew their associations with the 
Seminary and its staff, as well as with their classmates and fellow- 
students. This year we had a larger number come back to  us than 
ever before.
There has been a change in the Seminary staff, caused by the
acceptance by Rev. E. Tavamani of the call to become the pastor of 
the Vellore church. H e entered his pastoral w ork at the close of the 
Seminary year. In his going we lose the services of the senior member 
of our staff, who has given tw enty-six years of faithful efficient service 
to this Seminary.
W e have been fortunate in securing the services of Mr. S.
Ponnurangam  to take the place of Rev. E. Tavamani on our staff. Mr.
Ponnurangam is one of our own “boys,” who has taken his full
theological course at Bangalore and at the same time qualified for the 
degree of B.D. from  Serampore. W e give him a very warm welcome 
to our institution, and believe that his presence with us will add to the 
strength and efficiency of our staff. Ho has also taken pastor Tavam ani’s 
place as hostel superintendent, and is doing all that he can to develop 
the intellectual and spiritual atmosphere within the hostel. U nder the 
leadership of Mr. Ponnurangam , who has had Scoutm aster's training, 
we have started three Scout patrols in the Seminary, and all of the 
students are now enrolled as Scouts.
The S tudent’s Camp in connection w ith the Training school was 
held this year at Kailasa. Rev. Narasimham, of the London Mission, 
was our speaker. H is clear thoughtful and spiritual addresses were 
peculiarly adapted to the needs of our young men. The three days 
that we all spent together on the delightful mountain-top in meditation 
on God’s W ord have, I  am sure, left a profound impression on all of 
our hearts.
The students have been out on two preaching tours. The first 
was in the W eek of Evangelism in September, when they encamped 
in V anjoor and worked in the surrounding villages under the supervision 
of the staff. The second was a visit by the whole Seminary and staff 
to the great festival of Tiruvannam alai, at the invitation of Rev. E. Hoff, 
of the Danish Mission. Though such tours are expensive, we feel that 
the practical experience in learning how to preach the Gospel and also 
in learning how to approach men in personal work is more than worth 
while.
This year has been one full of interest, and is also a record of 
substantial progress.
H ope H igh School, M adanapalle
Hope High School has passed through rather an unpleasant year. 
Mr. Chris De Jonge, who was for three and a half years the Principal, 
left in January. The management was inform ed that the usual appro­
priation of the school would have to be reduced by ten per cent., and 
that the new appropriation must in no case be over-run. This necessi­
tated almost immediate reduction of running expenses, with the accom­
panying unpleasantness. The year had hardly begun when it became 
a certainty that the local Board H igh School would be superseded by 
a Theosophical institution. In anticipation of the loss of some students 
on that account, serious reductions in the staff became necessary from 
June. A similar reduction of staff in the Fort Elem entary School was 
necessitated. These reductions made splendid campaign material for 
the Theosophical authorities, which they used to good effect.
The new school year opened with the departure of over 100 boys, 
including practically all the Scouts and athletes, and the best talent in 
the school. The resulting discouragement has had a rather serious 
effect upon the actual work done in the school. The District Educational 
Officer points out that there is no point in having both a Principal and 
a headm aster in a school where there are only 140 boys. I f  his 
recommendations are to be met at all in regard to staff and equipment, 
the school must be given in 192S an appropriation of Rs. 6,000 instead 
of Rs. 3,600 as a t present. One can see the justice of this urgent 
demand, when he realizes tha t our annual fee income of Rs. 5,000 has 
dropped to Rs. 2,000.
W e wish to close this report with the announcement that the present 
darkness is being pierced by a slight ray of hope. A delegation of 
boys, who left last June, have declared their intention to return  with 
the opening of the new term in January.
A nother source of pleasure is the record which the school made 
in the district sports, where they obtained the shield for the fifth con­
secutive year, as well as six cups and many medals.
A.A.M. H igh School, T indivanam
Five meetings of the School Council were held during the y e a r -  
two in March, two in August, and one in October.
A t the M arch meetings, the budget fo r 1925-26, calling for a net 
expenditure on the part of the management of Rs. 4,800 was adopted, 
and a resolution was passed relating to the distribution of the Govern­
ment special grant, supplemented by contribution by the management. 
In  view of the contemplated reduction of sections in each of forms 
IV  and V  from the beginning of the school year 1924-25, it was 
decided to dispense with the services of three tem porary members of 
the staff, and to appoint a H istory B.A., L.T., in the place of the 
untrained man. I t  was also arranged to appoint a temporary man when 
Mr. De W olf should leave.
A t the first meeting held in August, the announcement was made 
that Mr. T. A. Sundram, the headmaster, was appointed Principal and 
m anager of the school by the A rcot Assembly. The Council passed 
the following resolution with reference to Mr. M artin De W olf, the late 
Principal and m anager: “The High School Council desires to place on 
record its sense of appreciation of the valuable services rendered by 
Mr. De W olf as Principal of the school, and superintendent of the 
Christian hostel. U nder his able management the hostel has consider­
ably improved and the school has prospered.
Boys’ H igher E lementary School, A rni
T he w ork of this school during the year has been one of steady 
progress without any special events of extraordinary importance. The 
sixth class teacher left at the end of June, but otherwise the staff has 
been the same as last year.
The boys of the eighth class, which finished its course in June, were 
all given opportunities for fu rther study in other institutions, two 
choosing to  go to the Katpadi Industrial Institute, the others going to 
the Voorhees College, the Theological Seminary or the Union Mission 
Training School, so that the whole class is now studying in or near 
Vellore. The m anager has given two hours each day to the seventh and 
eighth classes, trying to instil in them a foundation fo r their future 
Bible study. Each year an increasing number of H indu lads from 
the town seek admission here. W e have now 17 on our rolls.
T he M anual Training class has gone on about as usual. The five 
new boys in the eighth class are a t a great disadvantage here as they 
feel a bit above it, and also, with no previous training, do not feel 
much interest in it. Some of the other boys have done nicely in 
this class.
In July a large number of new lads from the villages were received 
into the school, as many as 47. Most of these had never been to  a 
boarding school before. They are a problem at first as they are quite 
raw material. Especially in the Manual Training class they find it hard 
to adjust themselves to the new idea. But they are mostly very willing, 
and though they cannot turn  out much at first they do not refuse to try.
The Inspector gave the school a good word at his annual inspection. 
H e said the school had improved much in the past year and was really 
a model school. I  shall feel we are solving the problem better when 
every lad here is provided with regular hand labor for one-half of 
each week day, and thus is able to earn as well as learn. The greater 
part of the lads here pay a fee of only four annas a month, and several 
pay nothing at all, and they do not like to  be asked to do a bit of 
work. Some day this will be changed and the day cannot come too 
soon.
S herman Memorial Girls’ H igh School, Chittoor
The year 1924 has been indeed a red-letter year in the history ol 
this school. A fter years spent in crowded and unsuitable quarters, we 
appreciate, as no one else could, the joy of working in buildings that 
are really “models” for South India—a one-story open-air school build­
ing, built round a courtyard full of beautiful trees; and fair cottage 
hostels, arranged so as to  combine Indian architectural designs with 
W estern ventilation and hygiene. They are also so planned as to  allow 
each cottage “family” to carry on its own house-keeping, and put into 
practice all it learns of the theory of domestic science.
The school is now in two distinct sections. The H igh school, in 
its “M ahila V idyavaram ” compound, contains a total of 94, of whom 
80 have been boarders and the remaining 14 day scholars. I t  has been 
a great pleasure to receive a number of H indu day scholars, both 
Brahmans and non-Brahm ans, from the town. W e have also had our
first two H indu boarders. They did their cooking fo r several months 
in a precarious shed of bamboo and palm mats, and bore cheerfully 
many discomforts of rain and sun and wind. Now they have moved 
into the completed fifth cottage, and the nucleus of w hat we believe will 
develop into a H indu hostel.
In  the “Old Mission Compound” Miss Wyckoff has had entire 
charge of the Training school, filled to  overflowing with its record- 
number of forty  students; and the Model school, with its 120 pupils, 
of whom 80 are boarders. In  connection with the Training school the 
Gridley girls’ school in town has kept up classes I to III , and has 
inaugurated a real M ontessori class under a specially trained teacher, 
which has been a great help to the observation work of the students. 
Both the H igh school and T raining school have been warmly com­
mended by the Government Inspectresses.
W e have been very fortunate in adding to our staff Miss Checha 
Eipe, a Syrian Christian graduate of the W om en’s Christian College, 
who had her training last year in the new M adras T raining College. 
H er presence, together with the fact that during the present year our 
school has four students in the 'College, three in the T raining College, 
and two in the Vellore Medical School, may prove tha t our contribution 
to union institutions has been “bread upon the waters,” which has re­
turned to us very speedily.
T he E conom ic B oard
The few est number of workers and the smallest proportion of the 
work o f the A rcot Assembly come within the purview of the 
Economic Board. Christianity has done a g reat deal in creating a 
desire fo r higher standards of living. Perhaps it has done less in 
showing the people the natural means of attaining this ideal. The 
w orkers under the Economic Board are attempting to  co-operate with 
other agencies to give a practical, cultural and spiritual interpretation 
of Christianity.
Rev. B. R ottschaefer reports as follows fo r the Industrial School:
T he I ndustrial I nstitute, K atpadi
The w ork of the institute has been only a continuation of the growth 
of the previous years. The number of boys in the training department 
has increased and the general education and aptitude of the students 
are of a higher grade than in form er years. The commercial depart­
m ent’s grow th seems to have been limited only by our capacity and 
number o f satisfactory workers available. Better work now commands 
better wages, and those who have put their training of form er years 
into the making of useful and artistic articles, are today reaping the 
financial returns for their perseverance. W e believe most have caught 
the idea that even the very best expression of their Christian character 
is possible through doing well their daily tasks.
We have tried out the experiment this year of placing the better 
and more advanced students o f  the training section as full apprentices 
to the better workmen of the commercial department. This has proved 
a very satisfactory method from  the standpoint both of the boys and
of the institute. The boys have developed much more rapidly, and at 
the same time earned enough to keep themselves in food and clothing.
The blacksmith motoring department continues to be the popular 
branch, and it is with no little satisfaction and gratitude that we can 
report the addition to our staff of Mr. A rthur W ald, who is to  take 
charge of this branch as soon as he has done his first year o f Tamil 
study.
The roof of our church in Katpadi had been in a dangerous con­
dition for several years, and this year threatened to cave in entirely. 
Now the institute could have set about to rebuild this, irrespective as 
to  who would foot the bill. But we did not. Only a mere suggestion 
on our part resulted in the members of the institute subscribing a sum 
over Rs. 2,200 fo r the enlarging and reconstruction of the Church 
building. This is gratifying not alone because of the fair proportion 
of the figure, but much m ore so because it was not a levied charity. 
This is the Christian spirit we try  to develop in our students’ home, and 
we believe will be more largely engendered when Mr. W ald will make 
his influence count for good in the home.
The night school and the day school for about 100 children of 
our workmen and the neighboring villages have continued their .good 
w ork satisfactorily.
Building operations have been carried on as usual, and it seems 
hardly necessary to state in detail w hat has been finished and com­
menced in the different stations, both of Mission and inter-mission build­
ings. They have occupied a very large part of our attention and time.
T he A gricultural School, K atpadi
Mr. J. J. De Valois reporting writes as fo llow s:
Limited finances in the face of dire need; a culmination of years of 
drought spelling suffering untold to our poor; the feeling that many 
were eagerly and expectantly waiting for assistance in the solution of 
their problems, and not having facts nor worked-out results at hand 
to volunteer advice in India’s complex situations—these were some of 
our “valleys.”
F or the m ajor part our w ork for the year has been spent in 
laboratory experiments and investigations. Theories brought from  other 
lands and districts have been put in the crucible and tried out under our 
new conditions. W e have felt that this was of prime importance, before 
we even attempted to  pass them on to others. W e have spent a great 
deal of time in proving to ourselves certain crop and manurial practices. 
W e have done considerable work with poultry, and feel tha t we are now 
in a position to interest others in this venture of replacing the scrub 
country chicken with our pure bred, pedigree, trap-nested stock of W hite 
Leghorns and Rhode Island Reds. W e have bred up very nice hens 
o f these two breeds, and have been offering eggs to our people at 
nominal prices. Many have availed themselves of this opportunity and 
are making a serious attempt at raising better poultry. W e have found 
that under sanitary conditions our poultry does very well. But other 
people have experienced considerable disappointment, due to diseases, 
etc. We need intensive short courses to teach and show them, man to
man, what to do, and why, and when, and how, in the simplest of 
terms and ways. W e also need to prepare literature to place at their 
disposal.
N ot only do we contemplate people coming to us, but we also want 
to go out to them. Extension w ork is necessary. D uring the past year 
we have had one such worker. H e has primarily helped our people 
with their co-operative credit society work. This w ork needs to be 
made more inclusive. W e need to train  men who can help our people 
in all their agricultural and economic problems.
The Medical Board
I t has not been possible to review the work of the Medical Board 
as a whole. And it must be remembered that the w ork of Schell H os­
pital. though under the administration of the Medical School for 
Women, is very really a part of the w ork o f our Mission and 
Assembly. In the same way, our contribution to  the Union Mission 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium, situated as it is in our own field, has always 
been a very large one, and yet its statistics are not to be found in our 
table. So we are doing much more than our statistics seem to 
indicate. But a careful consideration of the reports that follow from 
Ranipettai, Madanapalle and Tindivanam gives abundant evidence of 
the growth of our medical work, as well as of its efficiency. To under­
stand what it all means one m ust try  to visualize the many hundreds 
of individual patients treated, and what it must mean to  each one of 
them to be brought into our hospitals and to experience the atmosphere 
of loving services that characterizes them.
R anipettai General H ospital
The district has been suffering for the past year from  drought and 
a serious failure of the monsoon rains. This has reacted directly upon 
the general health of the people. They have had to struggle to main­
tain themselves while in a condition of semi-starvation. Naturally, 
many have succumbed, and many others have fallen ill and required 
the ministrations of such a hospital as ours. W ould that it were possi­
ble to  receive all such who knock at our doors.
The statistics show tha t the total number of in-patients treated this 
year exceed last year’s figures by 160. W e have treated in all 880 new 
in-patients. In the out-patient departm ent we have treated 2,351 more 
new cases than we did last year, and have given 4,067 more treatm ents— 
the totals are 14,534 new out-patients and 31,888 treatments. The 
number of m ajor and minor operations perform ed has been slightly in 
excess o f last year’s figures. The income from local sources has shown 
an increase of Rs. 668 over last year—the total being Rs. 5,116. This 
is an encouraging omen, and we hope tha t the public will learn to more 
nearly support the recurring needs of this institution.
Miss W. Noordyk, the superintending nurse, was with us until the 
end of April, when she left for her furlough in America. H er vacancy 
has not been filled, and we miss her very, very much. The nursing 
department feels the lack of her presence and her guiding hand, and 
the added responsibility put upon the doctors is very great indeed. They
are constantly impressed with the absolute necessity of having a nursing 
superintendent who may supervise and instruct and encourage the nurs­
ing and compounding staff, in an intimate way which is not possible 
for doctors, who must necessarily spend much of their time in examin­
ing and treating patients. Before her leaving, however, our student 
compounders and nurses took their Elem entary and Senior examinations 
in nursing and we are glad to report that all have done well. Two 
are now graduate nurses, and three others require one more year before 
they can appear for the Senior examinations.
W e are glad to report that the Scudder M emorial Hospital has at 
last been begun. The foundations have been dug at this writing, and 
the concrete foundations are being laid. W e hope that it may be com­
pleted by next year, so that we may move into it before the time for 
our next report falls due.
The evangelistic work of the Hospital has been carried on as in 
the past, and the W ord preached to one and all. Though we have had 
no baptisms in the Hospital itself, we have been encouraged to know 
that many have returned to their own villages to receive baptism in 
their own village churches in the midst of their relatives and friends. 
W e pray that the hearts of many of the H indu men and women who 
receive treatm ent here may have been touched by the love of Christ as 
they have had opportunity of seeing it demonstrated, though imperfectly, 
in the lives o f those who w ork in the Hospital.
In conclusion, I  should like to say how much those intimately con­
nected with the work of the Hospital have appreciated the advice and 
help o f the members o f the local Council. The Council has met four 
times during the year, and has gone deeply into the work and w elfare 
of the Hospital. They have all given unstintingly of their time and 
thought. Their advice and encouragement are very highly prized. W e 
hope that their continued supervision will mean more and more towards 
the progress o f the Hospital as the years roll by.
Mary Lott Lyx.es H ospital, M adanapalle
I t  was good to begin the year 1904 with Dr. H art herself again 
in charge. D uring her absence, on furlough, her new private office and 
laboratory had been erected at a cost of Rs. 3,010, and was ready for 
occupancy. The dispensary work has been carried on steadily every 
working day, and together with the treatm ent fo r physical healing has 
gone the message of the Gospel. W e find the good W ord published on 
each hospital 1 chit” on which the patient carries her hospital prescrip­
tion, and if she will she may read of the message of salvation. Each 
day the Bible women, too, have been in attendance to pray or to preach, 
or to console, or advise, as occasion may require.
The ward cases have come and gone, the fever cases, the surgical 
cases, and the mothers with the little new lives to start on the journey 
through the world. Some have been happy, and some have also been too 
sad, fo r too o ft they have waited too long and have come only too late, 
in the hour of their extremity, and sad it is to send away those who 
cannot be helped, and hard it is to have them m isunderstand; for, if 
some can be helped then why not all? To all has the Gospel message
been given—either through the Bible women who go from ward to 
ward, whenever they are perm itted to enter, explaining the picture 
rolls which they carry w ith them and which adorn the walls of the 
w ard s ; or, again it may be the word in season spoken by those who 
m inister to the sick; or, it may perchance be a message or a Gospel 
card distributed by the little hospital orphans to  the patients on Sabbath 
day, a  way in which even the little ones love to help to spread cheer 
and brightness to those who suffer; or, it may have been, too, by the 
hospital morning and evening prayers, and by the prayers of the little 
ones as they kneel at the close of the day, that they have learned the 
message o f the God of love. Surely they could not linger many hours 
at the hospital w ithout having this message brought to them in some 
form  or other. Two m ore little homeless ones, a little boy and a girl, 
have been added to the orphan family. They were two months and 
one month of age respectively, and again it was the case of the father 
of one and the m other of the other who had died, and there being 
apparently no manner of maintenance fo r the little ones.
O f our three graduate nurses, two have gone to meet the increasing 
needs of the sanatorium. One remained with us fo r the greater part 
of the year, but has now gone to  take charge of the “Baby Welcome” 
in the town, as the nurse we placed there three years ago had been 
called to organize the w ork in another town. There were urgent calls 
from our A rabian friends fo r at least three or more nurses, but we 
w ere obliged to say them “N ay” this time. W e had none to spare.
Dr. H a rt’s new ambulance car has been a great asset fo r the village 
work. She now plans to do systematic touring w ork each month in 
the surrounding villages. Each time she takes with her a little band of 
workers, and each time, hand in hand with the medical work, goes the 
Gospel message.
T H E JAPAN M ISSION
F ounded 1859
Organized into N orth and South, 1889; Reunited in 1917.
Missionaries—T okyo: Rev. A. Oilmans, Rev. H . V. S. Peeke, 
Miss H . M. Lansing. Yokoham a: Rev. L. J. Shafer, Miss J.
Noordhoff, Miss C. J. Altmans, Miss E. V. Teets, Miss F. V. Buss.
Shim onoseki: Miss J. A. Pieters, Miss J. G. Pieters. Saga: Rev.
S. W. Ryder, Miss H . E. Hospers, Miss D. Eringa. O ita: Rev.
H. Kuyper, Rev. A. Van Bronkhorst. Kagoshima: Rev. J. T er Borg, 
Miss F. E. Oilmans, Miss F. C. W alvoord. Nagasaki: Miss S. M.
Couch, Rev. D. C. Ruigh, Miss F. Darrow , Rev. B. C. Moore.
Associate Missionaries.—Mrs. A. Oilmans, Mrs. H . V. S. Peeke, 
Mrs. D. C. Ruigh, Mrs. H. Kuyper, Mrs. L. J. Shafer, Mrs. S. W. 
Ryder, Mrs. A. V an Bronkhorst, Mrs. J. T er Borg, Mrs. B. C. Moore.
Non-commissioned Associate Missionaries—T okyo: Mr. G. A.
M okm a; N agasaki: Miss Minnie Taylor, Miss Bessie J. Shafer.
In  America.— Rev. and Mrs. E. S. B ooth,f Rev. and Mrs. A.
Pieters, Rev. and Mrs. W. G. Hoekje, Rev. and Mrs. H . V. E. 
Stegeman.
t  Retired.
IN T R O D U C T IO N
General
The year 1924 will go down in history as a year of heart­
search ing  fo r Japan, resu lting  in a be tte r understand ing  of herself. 
H a lf a century  of such unbroken  p rosperity  as Japan  has en joyed  is 
probably more than any nation could stand without losing its equilib­
rium . F ro m  th e  tim e of th e  R estoration , the g lories of the O cci­
den tal civilization w ere rehearsed  in the ears of and dangled before 
the eyes of th e  rising  generation . I t  was natu ral fo r them  to  take 
the v ic to ry  of P o r t A rth u r and the resu lting  acquisitions of te r r i­
tory, the A ng lo-Japanese Alliance, and even the adm ission of Japan 
to  the  Council table of the F ive G reat Pow ers, en tire ly  as a m a tte r 
of course. T he  trem endous p ro sperity  resu lting  from  the w ar w as 
expected  to  continue indefinitely, despite w arn ings of econom ic 
experts to  the contrary. The scale of living rose everyw here; luxurious 
living and speculation becam e rife. B ut then econom ic p ro sperity  
declined and a period of financial s tringency  ensued; during  1922 
and  1923 in te rest on industria l loans rose to  eight and ten  per cent. 
C alam ities once begun, they  continued in quick succession. F irst, 
the terrib le  earthquake of Sep tem ber first, 1923, and soon afterw ards, 
an occurrence a lm ost as te rrify ing  to  the loyal Japanese, the a ttem p t 
on the life of the Prince Regent by a Japanese subject. Before the 
nation  could regain its footing, th e re  came an o th e r severe blow  in 
the form of the Exclusion Clause in the Im m igration Act of the
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U nited  S tates. F inally, largely  as a resu lt of these o ther calam ities, 
there followed the decline in the value o f the Yen, which the 
Japanese everyw here seem  to  regard  as a reason fo r th e  deepest 
personal hum iliation. M oreover, the loans floated in E ngland and 
the United States did not secure as good term s as the people a t home 
expected. T he expiration  of the earthquake em ergency tariff law 
on M arch 31st did no t au tom atically  ad just the trem endous excess 
of im ports over exports, as som e prophesied . T he w hole Japanese 
people becam e stunned by these reverses in the country  s fortunes. 
I t  is true  th a t there  is still indifference on the p art of a few living 
in luxury  to  the s igh t of thousands of unem ployed, bu t the rank  and 
file are doing more solid thinking than they have ever done before, 
As one has pu t it, th e  g rea t question of the leaders a t the tim e of 
the R esto ra tion  w as, “ H ow  can Jap an  becom e a g rea t P ow er?” 
while in the p resen t period of res to ra tion  from  the earthquake and 
o th er calam ities, the bu rn ing  question  everyw here discussed is, “ Can 
Japan  afford to  continue to  be a g reat P ow er?”
H igh Prices and Unemployment—WhWe the yen has been going 
down, prices of com m odities have been go ing  up. A recent survey 
by th e  B ank of Japan  show s th a t there  has been an advance of 20 
per cent, on the cost of living since the earthquake, and the sam e 
rep o rt s ta tes th a t the indications are  th a t prices will continue to 
rise  to  the peak reached during  the G reat W ar. W ith  these h igher 
prices of every-day com m odities, g rea t efforts to  econom ize are 
being m ade, w hich resu lt in reducing the am oun t of w ork  supplied. 
T h e  governm ent itself, by a policy of re trenchm ent, is releasing 
from  its service about 50,000 men in the prim e of life. W hen  it is 
rem em bered th a t nex t A pril there  will pour from  the universities 
and technical schools of the country  abou t 40,000 g raduates also 
looking for positions, one gets an idea of the seriousness of the 
situation . M oreover, du ring  1924 it is reported  th a t only about 40 
per cent, of the graduates o f these schools secured dependable em­
ploym ent. T h is unem ploym ent of the m ore educated  class of people 
is really  a serious situation . I t  is un fo rtuna te  from  the point of 
view of sub jec ting  m en to  such econom ic stra in  th a t they  becom e 
m ore susceptible to  the p ropaganda of radical ag ita to rs . H aving  
no proper outlet for their energies, many in the prime of life are 
drifting  by th e  force of circum stances in to  the position of hostile  
critics of th ings as they  are, and m ake ideal m ateria l fo r o rgan iza­
tions of discontent in all phases of national life.
Dangerous Thoughts, a general term  for all forms of radicalism, 
are  carefully  guarded  against in Japan . In  spite of this, several 
bom bing a ttem p ts  have been m ade. By a stric t policy of w atching 
long lists of suspects, how ever, Japan  has been able thus fa r to  
prevent such ou trages as have occurred  in m any o ther countries.
The Pan-Asiatic M ovem ent.—Especially since the recent Im m i­
g ra tion  A ct of the U nited  S tates was passed th ere  have been strong  
efforts on th e  p a rt of a few ag ita to rs  to  push this m ovem ent, bu t it
cannot be called a success thus far, even in Japan, to  say no th ing  
of C hina and India, on the co-operation  of w hich countries such 
a m ovem ent m ust largely  depend fo r any  success as a w orld  m ove­
m ent.
M ilitary Training in Schools.—The announcement o f the govern­
m en t th a t m ilitary  tra in ing  is to  be tau g h t in all schools above 
p rim ary  g rade  by m em bers of the active arm y  has produced a sto rm  
of p ro test th ro u g h o u t Japan . I t  is explained by the governm en t th a t 
this is for better physicial training of the students, development of 
the mind, encouragem ent of patrio tism , national defense, and th a t 
m ost im portan t of all, it will give em ploym ent to  700 of the several 
thousand  officers w ho have to  be d ropped  to  m ake the arm y 
reduction  dem anded by  the people.
H onors fo r  Foreigners. On December 7th a large gathering was 
held at W aseda U niversity  to  hono r som e four hundred  fore igners 
to w hom  credit is given fo r aiding Japan  to  in troduce O ccidental 
civilization during  the M eiji E ra . Several hundred  of the m ost d is­
tinguished Japanese w ere present, as well as som e foreigners. T he 
real appreciation shown a t this meeting of the w ork done by 
fore igners for Japan  is especially significant com ing a t a tim e like 
this, w hen Japan  th inks it necessary  to  p ro test against som e of the 
policies of foreign nations.
Religious
H as the Earthquake Disaster resulted in turning more people 
to  religion? T he consensus of opinion am ong C hristian  w orkers 
is th a t it has not. T h ere  w as increased in te rest fo r a tim e in the 
special evangelistic m eetings held in the devastated  regions, but the 
in terest soon died out w ithout leaving any conspicuous gains. Even 
the C hristian denom inations conducting  w ork  in T okyo  and Y oko­
hama did not achieve much in the way of union and co-operation 
in the ir reo rgan iza tion  and reconstruction  a fter the earthquake. 
O ne w rites: “T he tragedy  of the earthquake does no t lie in the loss 
of ten m illion yen w orth  of church p roperty , churches, schools and 
equipm ent. I t  lies ra th e r in the failure of the g rea t d isaste r to  get 
us together, to  w eld us in to  a united force fo r la rg e r K ingdom  
service.”
H as the Immigration Law  made it more difficult fo r Americans 
to  do C hristian  w ork  in Japan? C ertainly, confidence in A m erica 
has been sadly shaken, w hich constitu tes  “g rave  consequences” 
enough w hen we consider th a t Japan  looked upon A m erica as the 
M oses leading to  the P rom ised  L and  of W o rld  Peace. U ndoub ted ly  
it has given definite g round  fo r hostility  to  A m ericans fo r those 
seeking it. G eneral rep o rts  seem  to  indicate, how ever, th a t its 
actual effect on C hristian  w ork has been very slight. T here  w as a 
s tro n g  effort on the part of a few Japanese p asto rs  to  m ake it the 
occasion fo r becom ing independent of foreign su p p o rt and of the
m issionaries, bu t the bulk of the Japanese  C hristians resen ted  such 
m otives and passed reso lu tions u rg ing  the  m issionaries to  continue 
a t the ir posts.
Over a hundred leaders of the Three Great Religions, Shintoism, 
B uddhism  and C hristianity , m et a t the T okyo  Im peria l U niversity  
on Ju ly  Sth to  discuss m ethods of closer co-operation  in m oral and 
sp iritua l w ork  fo r the coun try . A t th e  nex t m eeting  a regu lar 
o rganization  w as form ed. A  conspicuous featu re  of the m eetings 
w as the  sp irit of to lera tion  and sym pathy  show n tow ard  the 
A m erican m issionaries a t a tim e w hen  anti-A m erican  feeling was 
runn ing  high. Syncre tism  of these th ree  religions is no t aim ed 
at. T h is a ttem p t at co-operation  m ay do m uch to  rem ove a m utual 
prejudice and ignorance in all th ree  religions.
The National Christian Council is increasingly looked up to  by 
all C hristians w ork ing  fo r an indigenous Japanese C hristianity . 
O ur M ission is rep resen ted  on the E xecutive C om m ittee of the 
Council by Rev. L. J. Shafer. T he C ouncil’s five com m issions on 
E ducation , Social Service, Evangelism , C hristian  L ite ra tu re  and 
In te rn a tio n a l R elations, respectively, a re  g radually  tak ing  over the 
functions of various com m ittees of the C onference of F ederated  
M issions. A budget of Yen 15,000 w as fixed fo r 1925, and an 
evangelistic cam paign planned to  ex tend  from  the fall of 1924 to  
June, 1925. I t  w as decided to  send g roups of speakers to  about 
225 of the m ost im portan t cities and tow ns of Japan . In  N ovem ­
ber a qu a rte t of able speakers trav e rsed  K yushu, affecting our 
m ission ’s w ork  a t Saga and Shim onoseki. In  the H okuriku  our 
D r. O ilm ans took  a p rom inen t p a rt by conducting  a w eek’s special 
p rep a ra to ry  m eetings.
The Church o f Christ in Japan, w ith which our mission is 
connected, a t its G eneral Synod, tab led  th e  w hole plan of a Jo in t 
Evangelistic B oard designed to manage all the evangelistic work 
done by the Japanese C hurch and by the fou r affiliated m issions. 
As m ore than  a year had been spent in w ork ing  out the details of 
this plan, and the H om e B oards of th e  several m issions had acted 
upon it, and m ade financial g ran ts  fo r the estab lishm ent of th is 
E vangelistic B oard, m uch d isappo in tm en t w as felt in m any quarte rs 
to see th e  p lan m eet such an untim ely  fate. I t  w as apparen t, 
how ever, by the evenness of th e  vo te  fo r and against, th a t th is 
p articu la r plan could never have been opera ted  to  th e  satisfaction  
of all parties concerned. W ith  the rising  to  pow er of a g roup  
of younger m en in the C hurch  of C hrist in Japan  there  is every 
g round  fo r optim ism  th a t som e be tte r plan w ill be evolved in the 
n ear future.
M ention m u s t be m ade of th e  sudden death  on Jan u ary  8, 1925, 
of D r. M. U em ura, the fo rem ost leader in his denom ination—T he 
C hurch of C hrist in Japan—and one of the th ree  fo rem ost C hristian  
leaders of th e  country . P a s to r  of w hat is p robab ly  the largest 
church  in Japan , ed ito r of his denom inational w eekly, T h e  Fukuin
Shim po, head of the Shingakusha (T heological Sem inary) and with 
m any o th er in terests  in C hristian  w ork, his passing  will leave m any 
vacancies difficult to  fill, and be a severe loss to  the C hristian  
m ovem ent in Japan.
M ission P ersonnel
R einforcem ents in the persons of the Rev. and M rs. B oude C. 
M oore w ere very  w elcom e a t th is tim e when our m ission has 
becom e so short-handed , especially in the evangelistic w ork. T he
acquain tance of bo th  Mr. and M rs. M oore w ith  th ings Japanese in
their early  days m akes it easy fo r them  to  settle  in to  th e  w ork 
gracefu lly  and quickly. In  A pril M r. and M rs. S tegem an w ent on 
furlough. Mr. S tegem an is tak ing  special theological w ork  as a 
resu lt of his election to  the m ission’s p ro fesso rsh ip  in the Sem inary 
of Meiji Gakuin. A lthough D r. O ltm an ’s re tirem en t took place in 
N ovem ber, he kindly consented a t the  request of the B oard  of 
T ru stees  of M eiji Gakuin and of the m ission, to  continue the 
T heolog ical w ork until Mr. S tegem an re tu rns. M r. L aug  re tu rned  
to  A m erica in June  a fte r com pleting  his th ree  y ea rs’ te rm . H is
in te rest in all d epartm en ts  of the w ork  and high sense of
responsibility for all his duties makes us feel in his absence as if 
we had lost a “ reg u la r” from  our m idst. I t  w as p leasan t to  receive
back from  A m erica in apparen t good health, M rs. Peeke, M iss
L ansing  and M rs. R uigh. Rev. and M rs. A. V an B ronkho rs t also 
closed up an o th e r vacancy by th e ir re tu rn  in O ctober. T he  m is­
sion has been very  fo rtuna te  in having M iss B essie J. Shafer,
tem porarily  v isiting  in Japan, to  serve as Office A ssistan t, since
the re tu rn  of M iss F lem ing  in January .
W o rk  fo r W om en
Again, w ith a view to  avoiding duplication of large sections of 
the “Y ear Book of the W o m an ’s B oard of Fore ign  M issions,” we 
refrain  from  m aking  extended references to  the evangelistic w ork 
done by the women members of the mission. Such excisions mar 
to  a large ex ten t the com pleteness of the p ictu re  of the w ork  done, 
fo r the w om en’s evangelistic  w ork  is not a departm en t easily 
separa ted  from  the m en’s w ork. M iss F . E. O ilm ans tells of her 
class of th ir ty  deaf and dum b children, of m eetings in the dorm i­
to ry  of a large spinning mill, of visits to  the sick in the govern ­
ment hospital, of regular w ork done in the Tuberculosis Hospital 
w ith  encourag ing  resu lts  and concludes her rep o rt w ith g ra titude  
for th e  b lessings of the  past year. In  M iss C ouch’s repo rt we no te  
w ith  in te rest th a t the m on th ly  paper, the  “O chibo,” has passed its 
tenth year with much success showing a circulation of 1,200 copies 
and serving no t only  as a constan t bit of seed-sow ing, bu t enabling 
w orkers to  keep in touch w ith m any w ho have m oved to  d is tan t 
places. T he  N agasak i C hurch Building Fund received the sum  of 
Yen 1,000 con tribu ted  th rough  th e  “O ch ibo” by its readers. M iss 
H ospers describes a Sunday  school of tw o hundred  pupils w hich 
m eets in th ree successive sessions on account of the sm allness of
the  building. Fukuoka C hurch m isses M iss L ansing  and her 
assistan t, M iss U chida, w ho w ere tran sfe rred  to  T okyo  a t the 
invitation  of one of her fo rm er pupils, Mr. O hara, to  do C hristian 
w ork  in the fine new school w hich is being opened in th e  suburbs 
of T okyo. T hese are bu t a few of the activities of the w om en 
m issionaries of our B oard w'hich are  found m ore fully described in 
the ir ow n report.
EVANGELISTIC WORK  
Kagoshima
M iyakonojo .—Early this spring the church began to make plans 
to r  a tta in ing  independence under the C hukw ai plan fo r inde­
pendence. T h is provides th a t in case the church  raises from  sixty 
to  seventy  yen fo r p a s to r’s sa lary  and provides a parsonage, it 
will be recognized as an independent church by the N ihon K irisu to  
K yokw ai (C hurch  of C hris t in Jap an ) , even though  the p asto r still 
receives som e supp lem en tary  sa lary  from  the m ission. A t the 
church m eeting  held in N ovem ber, it w as finally decided by
unanim ous vo te  to  becom e independent from  Jan u ary  1, 1925, and 
later a budget of Yen 1,400 for 1925 was drawn up. U nder the 
new  arrangem en t th e  m ission pays the difference betw een Yen 60 
p e r m onth  and the to ta l sa lary  the p asto r receives under m ission 
rules. In  re tu rn  fo r th is th e  p asto r is to  do evangelistic w ork  in 
nearby  places under th e  m ission’s direction. U p to  this tim e the 
church had been paying only Yen 18 per month tow ards the
p a s to r’s salary, so th is action  is m ore than  treb ling  its con tribu ­
tion towards pastor’s salary besides increasing its budget in other 
d irections. T he stand ing  of the church and the  p a s to r in the city 
continues to  be good.
Shibushi.—Rev. Tomegawa continues, in spite of his advanced age, 
to  do good w'ork at Shibushi. Y et fo r the p ro g ress  of the place it 
w ould be well before long to  send som e younger m an there . Rev. 
Tom egaw 'a will p robab ly  re tire  in a year or tw o and a t th a t tim e 
there  will be o p p o rtun ity  for th is m ove. T he  railw ay from  
M iyakonojo  to  Shibushi will be open fo r traffic by A pril o r M ay 
1925 and will add considerab ly  to  the im portance  of the tow n as 
well as to  its accessibility.
Makurasaki.—Mr. Otsubo is slowly making some impression on the 
tow n  and has a num ber of inqu irers w ho are com ing quite regu­
larly . M akurazaki has an unusually  large p rim ary  school, 2,100 
pupils being enrolled. R ecently  a m eeting  w as held in the school 
by the m issionary  in charge  of the sta tion  and though  it w as no t 
possible to  give an ou t-and-ou t C hristian  address, som e good con­
nections w ith  our w ork  w ere m ade in th is way.
Tashiro.—Mr. Fukunaga has been prevented by illness from w ork­
ing m uch during  the closing m on ths of the  year. In  view of 
his advanced age and physical infirm ities, he has asked to  be
retired, and the C om m ittee has g ran ted  his request. T he w ork  he 
has been carry ing  on is of so special a character, and M r. Fukunaga 
is such an  unusual type of w orker, th a t there  seem s little  p rospect 
of ou r being able to find a successor for him in this work.
Tanshinkwan Reading Roam  anl Library.—In addition to his 
language study, M r. T e r B org  has had charge of the T ansh inkw an. 
T hese  room s, located in the busiest th o ro u g h fare  of the city, serve 
as a deposita ry  fo r the sale of Bibles, hym nals and all k inds of 
C hristian  lite ra tu re . T he loan lib ra ry  reaches a w ide circle of 
inqu irers and C hristians. Bible study  groups are also held here.
Oita
Saeki.— Up to the end of 1923 the transfer o f Mr. Yamada to Saeki 
did not seem to have benefited the w ork to any appreciable degree and 
he himself was rather discouraged. This led him in December to begin 
some very aggressive work. He went out on the street night a fter night 
and began to do street preaching for children, and found tha t many 
grown-ups came to listen as well. Due to the street preaching there was 
an immediate and very large increase of Sunday school scholars. Mr. 
Yamada visited all the parents, asking their consent to having the chil­
dren come regularly, and in almost all cases was cordially received. 
Church attendance, too, increased, and for a time all looked very favor­
able. Recently, however, there has again been opposition from  the 
schools. A number of Middle School students have been coming to the 
preaching place on Sunday afternoons to talk about Christianity. To- 
w ord the close of the year the evangelist was sick fo r some time and 
that proved somewhat of a setback to the work. Opposition from some 
of the school teachers interfered with the growth of the Sunday school.
Usuki.—The outstanding fact at Usuki seems to be the indifference 
of the Christians to the work of the Church. W e had hoped that in the 
course of a few months Mr. Kurokawa would be able to overcome this, 
but it is now over a year since his coming and no great change can be 
observed. O ur church location there is idea! for strangers to drop into 
the services. Recently some actors who had come to town to give a 
show in the evening dropped in at the morning service. I t was hoped 
that supplying the pulpit by Mr. Mineta, the Eiseikwan Traveling 
Evangelist, fo r the five weeks that the pastor had to  be absent for 
summer m ilitary drill would help the situation, but there seems to be 
still the same lack of cordiality and of co-operation on the part of the 
Christians there.
Oita.—In actual resident membership the O ita church is at the 
lowest point it has been during the five years of my residence here. 
Yet, strange to say, the attendance during recent months has been by 
fa r the best during that period. A t the m orning service the number 
of inquirers and non-Christians is usually fa r in excess o f the number 
of Christians, something very unusual in my experience in Japan. A 
number of these are students who are in our English classes and sing-
ing classes. Quite a number, too, are students in the H igher Commercial 
School, and come through the efforts of the wife of one of the teachers 
at this school. She is an active Christian, member of the Congrega­
tional Church, but since her coming to Oita, a regular attendant at our 
church. H er husband is the teacher of ethics at the school, and through 
his efforts a Christian Young Men’s Association and Buddhist Young 
Men’s Association have been formed. Both meet at his house—he seems 
equally interested in both. There are four or five Christians at the 
school, yet the Christian Association numbers tw enty-two members. 
They met a t our house recently, and we found them a fine group of 
boys. A H igher Commercial School student, the first fruits of the 
school Y. M. C. A. work, assisted by the Eiseikwan work, was baptized 
on Christm as Day and is a valuable working member of our church. 
The Church Sunday School is also flourishing.
Beppu .—W ith the coming of Rev. Sato as pastor, the Beppu church 
seems to  have emerged from a period of storms, into a time of peace 
and quiet. There is great satisfaction with the new pastor, and a 
spirit of harm ony that has been sadly lacking for some time in the past. 
In Beppu too, a number of well-to-do supporters have left, but in spite 
of this, there has been a slight advance financially from the beginning 
of 1924.
Tahada .—Takada has been vacant from the spring of 1923 until the 
coming of Mr. Umezaki in M arch of this year. Mr. Umezaki has 
shown a great deal o f energy since arriving, and seems to work in well 
w ith the Christians at Takada. They have been hard to please hereto­
fore and it is encouraging that they have at last found some one with 
whom they can work cordially. They are very anxious to acquire 
property and have pledged Yen 500 for that purpose. The mission has 
authorized a g ran t of Yen 4,500, but up to date we have not yet been 
able to find a  suitable property at that figure. W ork is being carried 
on a t the silk reeling mills. The wife of the m anager is a Christian, 
and he is sympathetic enough to allow meetings at the dormitories. The 
supervisor at the dormitories is Mr. H irotsu, one of our form er Beppu 
Christians, and a  brother of the Principal of Sturges Seminary. The 
presence of this man and his wife is proving a great aid to the Takada 
work in general and to this work in the silk mills in particular.
I
Mori.—Mr. Shigem ura of Mori, is another evangelist who has 
recently awakened to the need fo r aggressive evangelism. H e says that 
fo r many years he has been asleep, but is now resolved to preach the 
Gospel wherever there is a possible opportunity and to all conditions of 
people. A t Mori, too, w ork is being carried on among girls in the 
silk reeling mills. No direct Christian addresses are allowed at the 
dormitories, but the pastor is allowed to make addresses there on morals, 
and as a result a number of the girls come to the church services. As 
there are frequent shut-downs of the mills, however, the attendance is 
somewhat irregular. Since going to Mori he has done a great deal to 
break down prejudice against Christianity, but there have not yet been 
any large direct results.
Eiseikwan .—A fter the earthquake last fall the number of inquirers 
was for a time unusually large. A fter some months, however, the 
number began to fall to about normal. Since late in 1923 we have had 
fairly capable assistance at the office, making possible better follow-up 
work, and this is beginning to show tangible results. The transfer of 
Mr. K aroji to K urum e was a great blow to the work. Since April Mr. 
M ineta has taken his place and is doing so well that arrangements have 
been made for him to continue here. For real success some continuity 
in the office of traveling evangelist is absolutely necessary. The Loan 
Library is being very much used at present, very largely by members 
living in the country. A number of the Beppu Christians make diligent 
use of it, but the membership o f the O ita Church seems to have no 
interest in reading. W e are finding the Loan L ibrary a good means for 
working among the H igher Commercial students. Reports have reached 
us of eleven baptisms o f people who are connected with the Eiseikwan. 
No doubt there are others of whom we have not yet heard. O f these 
five were baptized in our own Mission churches or preaching places, the 
remaining six in churches of other denominations.
General W ork .—On December 24th all the churches in the city of 
Oita joined in a community Christmas program. A tree was erected on 
the principal street of the city and an hour's program  given which 
was listened to by over 500 people. The meeting was widely ad­
vertised by distribution of hand bills and autos going through the town 
stopping at central points to announce the meeting. The local news­
papers all commented on this movement, one even printing a picture of 
the tree, so it proved effective as a means for draw ing the attention of 
the whole city to Christmas Day and its meaning.
N agasaki
The w ork of the station has been much hampered during the year 
under review. Until September Mr. Shafer was in charge but during 
the first three months of the year he was burdened with the responsibil­
ity of the Acting Principalship of Steele Academy during the absence 
of Mr. Ruigh. From  April on Mr. Shafer was in Yokohama in charge 
of Ferris Seminary and was thus compelled to care for the work of 
Nagasaki Station from a distance. From September Mr. Ruigh has 
been nominally in charge. His duties as Principal of Steele Academy 
preclude the possibility o f giving the attention to the work that it should 
have. The two evangelists o f the Station have worked faithfully and 
whatever progress has been made is largely due to their efforts.
Nagasaki.—Two preaching places are  maintained in the city. Both 
of these are in charge of Mr. Yamaguchi, who divides his time in such 
a way as to give to both places a reasonable amount of attention. The 
more im portant of the two places is the Kodokwan, located in a good 
residential section of the city. A t the Kodokwan regular preaching 
services are held on Sundays, both mornings and evenings. A mid-week 
service is also maintained The attendance a t these services is not
large, but it is fairly regular. A number of enquirers have been in­
structed, but very few of them have been as yet brought to the point 
where they are ready to make confession of their faith. Frequently it 
is because they move away from the neighborhood or from the city, 
sometimes it is because of opposition on the part of the family, and 
as often perhaps it is “the cares of this w orld” that choke the growth 
of faith. D uring the year only one baptism is recorded. However, 
looking back, we can see that there has been progress and that if we 
keep on and faint not we have in the Kodokwan a very hopeful oppor­
tunity. The Sunday school connected with the Kodokwan has been much 
interfered with by the activities of the priests of a neighboring Buddhist 
temple. At the beginning of the year the attendance was as high as 
seventy. Now it does not average above twenty. The lack of qualified 
teachers is another reason fo r lack of progress. The evangelist is 
obliged to carry all the work singlehanded. Two or three able assistants 
in the work would be a great help. The Kodokwan Lending Library 
continues its quiet work. Ten to twelve books are drawn every week. 
The library bas about 500 volumes. The regular members of the reading 
circle number about forty. D uring the year 308 Bibles and New Testa­
ments were sold and 192 hymn books.
Urakami.—The other preaching place in the city is in Urakami. This 
section of the city is being rapidly developed. Many homes have been 
built by the municipality and are mostly occupied by salaried people such 
as school teachers, bank clerks, post office employees, etc. The w ork at 
Urakami is largely with children and students. Since June no regular 
preaching services have been held. The Sunday school work is very 
promising. The attendance sometimes reaches a hundred. Here, too, 
the lack of teachers makes solid progress difficult. There is an unusual 
opportunity here and we should be prepared to take advantage of it. 
The evangelist pleads for the establishment of a kindergarten in this 
section. H e also feels that a church building of our own would be a 
great help in this field.
Shimabara.—Owing to the removal of some of the more faithful 
members this out-station has hardly been able to hold its own. There 
are a few hopeful enquirers and the evangelist confidently expects that 
the losses sustained will soon be made good. The Sunday school and 
kindergarten are both prosperous. The latter is entirely independent of 
Mission aid. The evangelist reports that the Sunday school Christmas 
entertainm ent was so largely attended this year that it might well have 
been called the “Shimabara Christmas entertainm ent.” It almost seemed 
as if the whole town had turned out to  join in the celebration. This is 
indeed a remarkable phenomenon in this “Christianity-hating stronghold.” 
W e are thankful that in spite of the shortcomings from the side 
of the Mission the w ork has made some progress. W e live in the hope 
that our deficiency may soon be made good and that we may have a 
resident evangelistic missionary who shall be able to give of his best 
to this needy field. There are abundant opportunities on every hand.
Saga
The big event o f the Saga Station during 1924 was the decision of 
the Saga Church to  become independent from  January 1, 1925. This 
is not complete financial independence from the Mission, but it is an 
advanced stage towards independence, recognized by the Synod of the 
Church o f Christ in Japan, and the pastor of such a church secures 
ecclesiastical rights much coveted by our mission evangelists. In the 
case of Saga it means an actual increase from January  1, 1925 of Yen 
20 per month in contributions tow ards their pastor’s salary.
The K aratsu Church is also a growing church—in fact, shows 
greater financial receipts and more adult baptisms during the year 1924 
than the Saga Church. They also considered attem pting independence, 
but decided it would be better to wait a little longer with the possibility 
o f attaining complete independence a t a single step.
The work at the A rita and Takeo out-stations was considerably 
reduced by the loss of the form er evangelist from  Takeo, who was 
moved to Oita field in the spring. One evangelist can hardly maintain 
the work, to say nothing of making any advance, in such a wide field as 
this, where regular preaching services are attempted at some half dozen 
centers, most of them in the homes of believers. Two young men were 
received on confession of their faith during the year.
A number of special evangelistic efforts have been put forth  through­
out the Saga field throughout the year. T he Baika Dendo brought Dr. 
Itagaki from Fukuoka and aroused much interest at Karatsu, Takeo, 
A rita and Imari. K aratsu also had the pastor o f the Nagasaki Church 
and also the pastor of the Fukuoka Church for special meetings. Dr. 
T am ura came with his enthusiastic message on the importance of the 
Sunday school, and a consideration of the best methods. The special 
meetings promoted by the National Christian Council touched this field 
only at Saga. H ere Mr. Nagao Hampei, Dr. Lee, Bishop H iraiw a and 
Mrs. Kuboshiro gave addresses one evening in the large town hall and 
drew  a fine audience. Dr. Tam ura, the Sunday school specialist, also 
came to  Saga, where he conducted two meetings. W e must recognize, 
however, that a general indifference is settling over the people of this 
region to the Christian message; prejudices have been removed, but so 
little real interest is manifested in our regular Christian churches, that 
only unusual speakers can draw  crowds.
English Bible classes for Chu Gakko (M iddle School) and H igher 
School students have been attempted at the missionary’s home, but with 
no great regularity of attendance or concrete results, if we except one 
man who received baptism, who may have been helped by his attendance 
at the English Bible class. The beginnings made in schools, however, 
always give promise to better openings for the future. The semi­
annual three days evangelistic work in connection with the M atsubara 
Shrine Festival this year has been to all appearances very well worth 
while. Thousands heard the message from two very capable out-of-door 
evangelists—one from  our own Mission and the other from  the L uther­
ans—for this festival evangelistic w ork is a jo in t work carried on by 
the Lutherans and ourselves. The afternoon meetings for children, 
supervised by Miss Hospers, were also very well attended. Thousands
of Christian tracts and newspapers were distributed, and at our book­
stall in the tent about Yen 140 worth of books were sold at the spring 
and fall festivals. Most o f these books were Bibles and hymnals. Thus 
we are persistently sowing the seed, in faith that (here will be a harvest 
by and by.
K urum e
This church has come through much trouble of late but the people 
principally responsible for this having left the station last May and a 
new evangelist having been appointed, it is hoped that the crisis has been 
weathered. Though the new man has had much to discourage him, he 
has quietly and persistently attempted to gather up the fragm ents and 
build up a united church and there is every reason to think that the 
present upward trend of the church will lead to a good year in 1925.
Yanagawa and Okazva are suffering from  arrested development. 
Old church members have moved away and only two adults have been 
received on confession of faith  during the year, so that the resident 
membership has dwindled to ten adults. It is hoped that a change now 
being arranged to put a new seminary graduate here in the spring can 
be effected, and that as a result this historic church in one of the most 
thickly populated village regions of the world will be able to function 
more successfully in bringing in the Kingdom.
H ainuzuka  is blessed with an evangelistic pastor—a man who carries 
a real burden for the salvation of his town. W hen it comes to statistics 
of inquirers trained and baptized, Hainuzuka, with its neighboring village 
Fukushima, keeps at the head of the list. Look at these figures:
Total
Adults Baptized Resident Membership
1921 ..............................................  3   19
1922 ................................................ 13   25
1923 ...............  16   38
1924 ................................................ 32   52
I t  is no wonder that even with our shortage of evangelistic funds the 
Mission has arranged to place an additional evangelist here, at Fukushima, 
in April next. I t is such evangelistic, Christian-making agencies in the 
country, whence the city population comes, that makes possible success­
ful Christian w ork in the large cities.
The quarterly union meetings of the pastors and members of the 
four church groups in this field have been very interesting and helpful 
in a spiritual way this year, as usual. In  March, Principal H irotsu of 
our Sturges Seminary held special meetings at Yanagawa, Kurume and 
Hainuzuka with good results. The Baikwa Undo conducted in November 
by Pastor M urata of the Kumamoto Church touched this field at Yana­
gawa and Hainuzuka. In  June, the converted Buddhist priest Kameya 
was secured to hold special meetings at Hainuzuka, Fukushim a and 
Kurume. A t these meetings large numbers of an evangelistic booklet 
by the speaker were distributed with good results. The local churches 
are m ore and more meeting the expenses of these special evangelistic 
meetings in a very gratifying way.
T okyo
In the month of April Rev. and Mrs. H. V. E. Stegeman, who had 
this evangelistic field as their assignment, returned to the United States 
on furlough, and its care was entrusted to Dr. H. V. S. Peeke, whose 
first duties are in Meiji Gakuin.
A t about the time of the departure of Mr. Stegeman, the group 
that worships at Gotenyama lost their experienced pastor who had 
done very much during the previous couple of years to build up the 
w ork but in May a graduate of the Seminary, Mr. Murakami, took 
over the responsibilities of the field. H e is well fitted for his task, and 
while he is doing nothing spectacular, his preaching is edifying, the 
spirit in the church is harmonious, and the group is more than holding 
its own. The Sunday school is in charge of a young man, a student in 
the Im perial University, who, only a few years ago was a boy in the 
school. There is an interested corps of teachers in the Sunday school, 
and the th irty  or forty children are carefully taught. In the interests of 
the church Dr. Peeke has taught English to a group of young men in 
his own home weekly and Mrs. Peeke has had meetings with the women. 
Dr. Peeke has done considerable preaching, and has administered the 
sacraments as occasion has arisen.
Golcmba is the out-station nearest Tokyo, and there Mr. Oinoue has 
carried on as usual. In July the work among the people who come to 
climb Mt. Fujiyam a was rather more successful than usual. Gotemba 
needs prolonged visits from the foreign missionary, spent in calling and 
having meetings in villages as opportunities can be found, but it has 
not had this for many years. Mr. Oinoue faithfully conducts services 
each week for a very small group at the little hamlet of Koyama.
The next point down the line is Mishima, form erly our entire 
care, but for a couple of years quite self-supporting. This year the 
pastor died, but his son, also a minister, was at home at the time, 
and has taken over his fa ther’s work. I t  is a great pleasure to the 
missionary to enjoy the cordial welcome accorded by the Mishima 
Christians when he can stop off and have a service with them.
F u rther up in the country is the Kashiwakubo group. These 
Christians are mostly farm ers. The interest o f a number of young 
men has been enlisted, and there is more vigor m anifest than for 
some time. One of the young men is at present in Tokyo preparing 
fo r the ministry, but he is still very influential at home. A very 
pleasing magazine has been published on the mimeograph, and the 
congregation has come to the point of wishing to build a new church. 
They are now raising $500 and the Mission will give $1,000 from 
funds left by Dr. James Ballagh, and with this amount it is planned 
to build a little church on a prominent site near the end of the railroad, 
which has now been carried to this village. This will never be a 
large city church, but it is the center of a large farm ing district, 
and if work fo r rural peoples can be done anywhere, it can surely be 
done here.
Returning to Tokyo, reference should be made to a Sunday 
school that has been held for a number of years in a home at 
Gotanda, a short mile from  Gotenyama. I t is in charge of a theo-
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logical student, and the teachers are young and developing Christians, 
who have the assistance of one of our Meiji Gakuin men teachers 
who plays the organ. This year the school has been autom atic so far 
as the missionary is concerned. O f course, the missionary can work, 
and expects to work, but it cheers his heart when he sees results 
th a t seem to be quite apart from his direct activities.
Recently a young woman was baptized at Gotenyama. W hen she 
made confession of her faith it came out that while she had gone 
to Sunday school more or less all her life, she had never till lately 
come into direct relations w ith a foreigner. I t  is such things that 
make us think that Christianity is becoming indigenous in Japan. 
It is astonishing how common it is that candidates for baptism tell 
of going to Sunday school in their y o u th ; but it is still a step forward 
when this has been done without relations with foreigners.
OUR SCHOOLS 
Meiji Gakuin
( /»  union w ith the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A .)
Meiji Gakuin may not, indeed, be a large school, but it is by 
no means a small one. The Theological Departm ent has eighteen 
studen ts; the College has two hundred and eight students, and the 
Academy has seven hundred and forty-five. This totals nine hundred 
and seventy-one; certainly a very considerable student body.
In the three departments there are thirty-one teachers employed 
for full time, and th irty  who come in for part time. This makes a 
fairly large corps of teachers. Numerically the situation is very
satisfactory, and in spite of the fact that nearness robs of enchant­
ment, even the teachers are greatly encouraged by the condition and 
outlook.
This has been a year of rather striking events. Last spring the 
Theological Departm ent was removed from  the main campus and did 
its work in buildings that were formerly occupied by the W oman’s 
College. Early in the year repairs costing about $10,000 were made 
to buildings damaged by earthquake, and in the fall the construction 
of a new recitation hall, to cost $45,000 and to house the college, was 
begun. These changes will be a boon for the college, and will make 
possible the fitting up of suitable rooms fo r instruction in Chemistry, 
Physics and D rawing fo r the Academy.
The teachers who are most intimately connected with the directly 
Christian activities inform  us that there has been much improvement 
during the year. There is now a large Y. M. C. A. in the Academy 
which has excellent meetings. Meetings are held weekly in each 
dorm itory and a number of the teachers have Bible classes with the 
students. O f course the classes vary a great deal in their interest 
in religious things and from  year to  year there are marked differences. 
But on the whole the outlook is very reassuring.
T he outstanding event of the year was the election of Mr. D. 
Tagawa as President. M r. Tagawa was a member of Parliam ent for 
several years and is one of the leading laymen of the Japanese church.
H e is of fine Christian character and of no mean ability as an 
executive. On this account and for other reasons Meiji Gakuin has 
never been in such a promising condition.
E arly  in the year Dr. K. Ibuka, who had been president of the 
school for several decades, president emeritus for a couple of years 
and professor of theology for all the time of his connection with the 
institution, resigned his professorship, though he has continued to 
lecture a few hours each week. Late in the year. D r. A lbert Oltmans 
had reached the year of retirement set by his Board. However, by 
special arrangem ent he continues to discharge the duties of his 
chair until the return  from the United States in 1925 of Rev. H. 
V. E. Stegeman, who has been chosen as his successor.
•  -
S tu rges Sem inary
(U nion Girls’ School ivith Presbyterian Church, U. S . A .)
Miss J. A. Pieters reports as fo llow s:
The A pril entering class at Sturges was the largest in the history 
of the school, eighty being admitted in competitive examination. W e 
felt tha t the place of this institution was more assured than ever. 
Then rum ors began to come of the Im migration Bill, called here the 
Exclusion Act, and a second convulsion shook this people, when they 
realized that, from  their point of view, they had been mistaken in 
the friendship of America. The feeling which ran high touched even 
our little school and community. Two of the elders o f the church 
w ith which this school is affiliated, called and assured us that no 
m atter what happened between the two nations, or w hat attiude might 
be taken by the church leaders, we would please remember that our 
Christian fellowship would be in no wise altered. W ith us, as 
Christians, politics would make no change. One of the gentlemen went 
so far as to say that, whereas Shimonoseki was usually noted for 
its hot-headedness and easily-roused passions, there had not been, 
to his surprise, any demonstration over this regrettable act. H e at­
tributed it in part to the influence and position of Baiko (S turges 
Sem inary). F o r this we are deeply grateful.
W hether due to this political question or to the financial stringency 
o f the country, which is causing retrenchm ent on the part of the 
Government and the retirem ent of men in public offices, thus causing 
families to move, we have lost more than thirty  pupils during the 
year, and our total enrollm ent is now only 304. W e are looking forw ard 
with some anxiety to the entering class in April.
O f the twenty-seven who were graduated from  the regular course 
in M arch twelve continued their studies in higher schools. Two 
of these are in W om en’s Christian College in Tokyo. The great 
m ajority of this class were baptized Christians before leaving. The 
thirty-five baptisms during the year are an indication of the real 
spiritual condition of the school. Tw o of these were young teachers 
who had been with us only a short time. All but one of our teachers 
are baptized Christians. There have undoubtedly been students baptized 
in other churches in neighboring cities who have not reported.
W e consider our institution fortunate in having a Japanese 
principal who recognizes the great evangelistic purpose of the school. 
Speakers like Colonel Yamamuro, Mr. Kugimiya and others have had 
a strong influence on the students. D uring the week of prayer Rev. 
Mr. Kugimiya spent five days with us, and had many helpful con­
ferences with the girls aside from  the public addresses.
The Y. W . C. A., with a membership of one hundred and twenty- 
five, has been more active than usual this year, and has been fortunate 
in having leaders who took their position seriously. The member­
ship was divided into groups, with the hope that the smaller units 
might more easily be guided into active work. At Christmas time
scrapbooks were made fo r the children in the hospitals, and the 
poor of the city were given a bit of Christmas cheer. The yearly 
offering from  the dorm itory Sunday school and that received at the 
Christmas program also went tow ard helping the orphans at a Christian 
orphange and the poor of the city. One rejoiced to see the eagerness 
with which these girls try  to follow out the principles o f Jesus in 
caring fo r the little children. Many o f these same girls are being 
trained for active Sunday school w ork in the little neighborhood
Sunday school held at Baiko.
Steele A cadem y
The Principal, Rev. D. C. Ruigh, reports as fo llow s:
In almost every department of the life and work of the school 
there has been a marked advance over the record of the previous 
year. One of the features o f the work of this year has been the
improvement in the scholarship o f the students. This is in part to 
be ascribed to the faithful work of the teachers. In part it is 
due to the introduction of a system o f mid-term examinations and
the awarding of certificates of m erit to such pupils as show a distinct 
advance in their standings. This has encouraged the individual student 
and has also stirred  up a certain amount of healthful rivalry. A fter 
the last mid-term examination nearly fifty such certificates o f merit 
were awarded.
The entrance class last April was one of the largest in the history 
of the institution. O ut of more than 200 applicants 137 were enrolled. 
In scholarship and in other qualities the class is quite above the average. 
A feature of the enrollment was the fact that we practically did away 
with the competitive examination feature and accepted the applicants 
on the basis of their P rim ary  School record. A t the close of last year 
the net enrollment fo r the whole school was 279. A t the close of 
this year it is 355. The attendance has been uniformly regular and 
the discipline good. No serious infringem ents o f the school regula­
tions have been reported.
Financially the situation has also been a little easier. I t  has been 
possible to advance the salaries of most of the teachers. Those 
salaries, however, are still below the standard of salaries in govern­
ment schools in this Ken. N either were we able to give to the 
teachers a year-end bonus such as is given to the teachers in all 
government schools. In  addition to raising salaries we have also been
able to do some very necessary repairing to  the buildings. The property 
is in a fairly good condition, though fu rther extensive repairs will have 
to be done during the coming year. The present staff of teachers 
is better than has been the case for some time.
In the religious life and atmosphere of the school there has been 
considerable improvement. Many things occurred to deaden the 
spiritual life in the school. Not the least of these was the agitation 
occasioned by the new Im migration Law. I t  is a  credit to the wise 
leadership of our Japanese Christian teachers that no greater harm 
was done than has been the case. The meetings of the Y. M. C. A. 
have been well attended. The Sunday school attendance has steadily 
increased. In  December the record attendance was 122. This means 
that in addition to the dorm itory students over 70 day pupils attended. 
To have such a large attendance of day pupils is most gratifying. The 
blessings that have been ours during the past year fill us with courage 
and hope fo r the future. On the Sunday preceding Christmas 25 
boys made confession of faith and were baptized. This is the result 
of the quiet work done in the regular class-room Bible Study in the 
Y. M. C. A., in the Sunday school, and in the dormitories. Mention 
should also be made o f Miss Taylor’s effective Bible teaching work 
for the students outside o l school. No special meetings were held 
this year. W e are praying that this quiet work may continue and 
that many more of the students may find their Savior.
O ur plans for adding a special course fo r Business English type­
writing, etc., were realized in part. Through the generosity of a 
warm friend of the school in America 12 typewriters were provided. 
This g ift has been much appreciated and the students have made 
good use of them. The Alumni Association of the school has un­
dertaken to raise the funds to meet the cost of these typewriters. 
The same friend also provided an adding machine. This also has 
been a very helpful addition to our equipment for this course. The 
first class was entered in April, 25 pupils being enrolled. I t is yet 
too early to state whether we shall be able to continue the course 
and ju s t how the continuance of it will affect the school as a whole.
W e have much to be grateful for in the work of the past year 
and feel that there is still a place in Japan for the kind of service 
we are trying to render. How to make it contribute most effectively 
to the upbuilding of the Kingdom of God is our problem. Something 
has been accomplished, but much m ore should be done.
F e rr is  Sem inary
The Alumnae Association of the school gave Yen 18,000 of its E n­
dowment Fund for the reconstruction o f the School after the earth­
quake, and the W oman’s Board granted an appropriation of $9,000 for 
reconstruction and the running of the school for 1924. The latter 
sum with the exchange amounted to Yen 19,780.22, and this, together 
with the fees from  the students, has furnished the total resources of 
the school for the current year for rebuilding and all other expenses. 
A main building was erected for the opening in January  and during 
the spring and summer an exercise shed, a large hall fo r geta and 
umbrellas and a tw o-story recitation hall were erected. Connecting
corridors were also built and one recitation room was remodeled 
to provide fo r the Principal’s office, a reception room and a sick 
room. This equipment provides room fo r eleven classes, with three 
practice rooms, a music room, a science room, a science store-room,
an exercise shed, which is also used as an assembly room, and the
necessary business offices. There is no equipment fo r the domestic 
science work. The total put into buildings and equipments has amounted 
to  Yen 42,009.82, or 4,229.60 more than the total provided by the
Alumnae Association and the Board fo r equipment.
In  January, when the School was opened for work, of the 632 
enrolled a t the time of the earthquake, 381 pupils returned—358 in
the Regular Course and 23 in the Special Course. No Post Graduate 
class had been entered the previous April, so there were no Post 
Graduate students in the school at the time of the earthquake. This 
number increased to  408 in the Regular and 32 in the Special Course 
by the end of the term.
In M arch 31 pupils graduated from the Regular Course and 14
from  the Special Course. The entering class in the F irst Y ear in 
A pril numbered 62 and the enrollment at the opening of the new 
school year was 468. A t the end of December the enrollment was
as follows: Regular Course, 432; Special Course, 18; Post Graduates,
8 ; Total, 458.
I t  seems appropriate to begin the story of the year’s religious
w ork with the Christm as service o f the previous year, the first
service held in the “barrack” school. Dr. Oltmans spoke feelingly 
at that time of the relation of our Saviour’s birth in the home of 
a carpenter of N azareth many years ago, and the celebration of that 
event in this building, little better than a stable, and fully as cold, with 
carpenters standing about waiting eagerly for the meeting to close 
so they could continue putting in windows, ceilings and doors, that our 
“barrack” school might be complete by the time the school was to 
open in the new year
This year a finished program  of carols, recitations and the like 
in a gymnasium-chapel, still “barracks”, celebrated the same event with 
joy and thanksgiving.
The year has been different from  other years but the purpose 
of the w ork has been the same. The same spirit has animated the 
endeavors o f the Y. W. C. A. and their aim to bring their classmates 
to Christ has borne fru it in a number of baptisms.
Besides the regular weekly meetings of groups of students, speakers 
from  among the earnest Christian workers in Japan have given help­
ful addresses from  time to time. The Y. W. C. A. cabinet has enter­
tained the cabinets of four sister schools at a conference. Twelve 
girls attended the summer conference at a mountain resort, gaining 
much help themselves and bringing back to the others inspiration and 
new courage.
All the activities o f the Association are financed by the members 
themselves and besides this, they have aided in the equipment of the 
school by furnishing bed and bedding fo r the sick room, and toilet 
arrangements for the dressing room of the pupils. They financed 
the w ork of clearing up a part of the grounds, removing the burned
shrubs and stumps, laying out beds of flowers and making our part 
of the desolated city to  blossom as the rose. A t Christmas time 
they made over sixty scrap-books and personally distributed them 
to the sick in the hospitals o f the city.
Student Support 1924
Through the Student Support Committee the Mission provides 
financial aid to promising students who agree to serve the mission 
in its evangelistic or school work. O f the twenty students under its 
care in 1923, eight either graduated from  their courses o r severed 
connection with the Mission, and four new students were taken on, 
leaving sixteen under the care of the Mission in 1924.
N ew  Brunswick Scholarship.—In accordance with the instructions 
of the Mission a t their last Annual Meeting the Committee worked 
out a tentative plan for scholarships in New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary. The plan comprises the following fea tu res: the scholarship 
to be granted fo r three years of study, either three years of the 
regular Seminary Course, if the previous training of the candidate 
requires a full Seminary course, or two years o f the Seminary Course 
and one year post graduate w ork ; during the last year of the regular 
Seminary Course or of the Post Graduate Course, the student is 
to  be perm itted to pursue extra studies in other institutions subject 
to the advice of the Faculty and with an extra allowance of $100 
fo r travel; the student m ust make provision fo r his travel to  and
from New Brunswick; the scholarship to yield $250 a year and $100 extra 
when the summer is spent in study at New Brunswick or under the 
direction of the Faculty of the Sem inary; the student is to be required 
to make a regular contract with the Japan Mission before entering 
upon this study. This plan has been communicated to  the Faculty 
o f New Brunswick Seminary and approved by them.
CON CLU SIO N
H ere ends the story of the year’s work in Japan. D uring the year 
witness has been given from  week to week in more than a score
of preaching places and to about fifteen hundred young men and 
young women in our schools. More than six score lives have been 
led, often in the face of considerable opposition of friends or adverse 
circumstances, to make the good confession, and joined the ranks 
of the Christian church. I t  is quite true tha t we have labored in 
vain fo r definite results in certain places, we have been shortened 
in our personnel for the tasks for us to do ; we have been short of
funds on account of the ever-increasing costs of our w ork; we have
even felt at times depressed because of the lack of solidarity of 
Christianity in our land to back up such w ork as ours by a fa ir and 
Christian treatm ent of this land of our adoption, but as long as God 
puts the seal of his approval upon our w ork even to  the extent 
H e has done during 1924, and as long as our own Reform ed Church 
in A merica continues to labor, and sacrifice and pray for us and our 
work, so long we shall feel honored by the church and by God in 
continuing to be witnesses for Christ in this land, where there are 
still so many who have not yet heard of H is salvation.
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TH E ARABIAN M ISSION
Founded 1889, Incorporated 1894, Adopted by R. C. A. 1894.
Missionaries.—A m ara: Rev. D. Dykstra. Basrah: Rev. James
E. Moerdyk, Rev. J. Van Ess, Miss C. B. Kellien, Rev. H. A. Bilkert, 
Miss Ruth Jackson, Miss Rachel Jackson, Mr. G. Gosselink. Bahrein: 
Rev. F. J. Barny, L. P. Dame, M.D., Miss C. Dalenberg, Rev. Bernard 
Hakken. K uw eit:  Miss J. A. Scardefield, C. S. G. Mylrea, M.D., 
Rev. E. E. Calverley, Paul W. H arrison, M.D., Miss M. C. Van Pelt, 
Miss Grace O. Strang. M askat: Miss F. Lutton, Rev. G. D. Van 
Peursem, Miss S. L. Hosmon, M.D.
A m ara: Language Study, Dr. and Mrs. W. J. Moerdyk.
Associate Missionaries: Mrs. F. J. Barny, Mrs. J. Van Ess, Mrs. 
D. Dykstra, Mrs. C. S. G. Mylrea, Mrs. E. E. Calverley, M.D., Mrs. 
Paul H arrison, Mrs. G. D. Van Peursem, Mrs. H. A. Bilkert, Mrs. 
L. P. Dame, Mrs. B. D. Hakken.
Baghdad, Mesopotamia,—Rev. and M rs. Jam es Cantine.
Cairo, Egypt.—Rev. and Mrs. S. M. Zwemer.
In  America.-—Mrs. S. J. Thoms, Rev. and Mrs. G. J. Pennings.
REPORT FOR 1924
IN T R O D U C T IO N
The Arabic proverb, “Man plans, but God overrules,” comes 
with peculiar force to the members of the A rabian Mission and 
its friends this year. The year began with the word from the Board 
that funds w ere low and appropriations were again to be cut. Plans 
fo r extension and strengthening of the w ork had to be abandoned 
and new and curtailed plans made. This disappointment cast a dark 
shadow upon the w ork and yet this year, as measured in direct 
results through conversions, has been a banner year fo r the work. 
Four baptisms have taken place in three separate stations, Amara, 
Basrah and Bahrein. W hat seemed a hopeless situation has been 
overruled by God for good. W hen the skies seemed darkest, the sun 
burst through shedding its light not only on one spot, but shining 
down upon all.
As one reads the following report, one feels the spirit of thank­
fulness and com fort which seems to  have gripped the hearts of the 
missionaries. The manifestations of the presence of the Holy Spirit 
have been many, tangible and comforting. Besides those who have 
definitely come out for Christ, there have been many more who have 
and are seriously inquiring into H is claims. The Gospel seems to 
have freer access and the missionaries are received w ith fa r  less
reserve than formerly. I t is true that bigotry and fanaticism still 
abound, in some places more than in others, but the Arabs are slowly 
beginning to revise their thinking in regard to the “Infidels” who have 
come among them and the message they bring. There is here and there 
a little back-fire caused by the activity of members and literature of 
the Ahmadiyya sect of Moslems. But on the whole the progress to ­
w ard more hopeful thinking is evident.
The missionaries have also felt the power of intercessory prayer 
carried on by the many friends of the Mission. T he obstacles which 
are continually obstructing the path of the message seem less powerful 
when there is the knowledge of the united action of the church peti­
tioning God to do away with these same obstacles. The missionary 
feels his helplessness before the many problems that arise, but he 
also feels the power of God as H e overrules the feeble efforts of 
man.
Perhaps one of the greatest difficulties of the Mission is the care 
of the convert. The Moslem’s whole life is bound up and ruled 
by his religion, so that, when the convert has declared his faith 
through the sacrament of baptism, he has but begun his struggle.
H e must break not only with the spiritual side of Islam, but also
with the physical and mental sides, and the struggle is terrific. A fter 
all, the missionary can only help him to a limited extent. The Mission 
asks all its friends to pray fo r the converts in A rabia that they may 
be able to come out victorious in the fight in which they are engaged.
There are many other things for which the Mission is in dire need 
and which become apparent in a persual of this report. O ur prayer 
and hope is that all who read these pages may read earnestly and
prayerfully so that they may see in which way they can help the
cause of Christ in Arabia.
Evangelistic Work
W omen’s W ork
The full report of evangelistic w ork accomplished by our women 
missionaries is found in the report of the W om an’s Board but our 
picture would lack something of completeness and tru th  if it contained 
only a reference to this w ork in passing. W e cannot dismiss from 
our own pages these figures that so patiently, so heroically, so constant 
in their faith of ultimate victory, move about their daily tasks. “Call­
ing and receiving callers” writes Mrs. Dykstra, “ forms the backbone 
of women’s evangelistic work and generally the larger part o f the 
work.” T hat does not sound too strenuous, but it does not tell the 
story of long walks in the burning heat, o f extended tours by motor 
launch exploring rivers and swamps and searching out hidden villages, 
of friends made, of disappointments, “o f visits received with sympathy 
and joy and others with curiosity or antagonism, to rich and poor, 
ignorant and sophisticated, town and country women.” Sometimes 
the record tells the story of a single inquirer patiently instructed week 
a fter week, sometimes of meetings with tw enty people, sometimes with 
eighty. In  M askat especially, we stand indebted to our women evange­
lists, who in the absence of Mr. Van Peursem, Miss Lutton and Dr. Hos-
won have held this distant and difficult station alone. Such w ork as this 
is inseparable from  the task as a whole and, while we consent to 
let the story of it appear in the record of our W om an's Board, it 
remains indelibly associated in our minds with those phases of the 
work more particularly described below.
A mara and N asiriya
Mr. D ykstra had been given the option of closing down the 
work in N asiriya and, in the face of the 20 per cent, cut of last year, the 
temptation to  concentrate in A m ara was hard to withstand. But 
with the dogged faith so characteristic o f this Mission he held to the 
conviction that N asiriya was a strategic place which would one day 
prove its va lue; and continued it was, though at a cost of reducing
the work at Am ara itself by one-half. Most of his touring was
confined to the Euphrates River, the marshes of which were explored 
in the Milton Stew art launch. Several large villages were discovered, 
though the mid-summer heat prevented him from  making extended 
visits.
“W e did, however,” he writes, “visit a smaller village half a 
day’s journey off the beaten track. W e left the launch in the navigable 
portion of the stream and engaged a small pitch-covered punt, pro­
pelled by three men, to take us to  the village. W e punted down the
irrigation ditches tha t lead from  the main stream  to the marshes.
These ditches grew smaller and smaller, till our little boat was being 
dragge<f along on the mud. Then suddenly we came upon the marshes 
and were enveloped by the reeds and rushes. How these men knew 
their way is still a mystery to us. B ut a fte r a while we came out of 
the reeds and went up another irrigation ditch which became larger 
and larger until it was a rapidly flowing stream. W e could see seven 
different villages all about us, but we made for the one where the 
sheikh was reputed to be. W e were hospitably though warily enter­
tained and were glad that we had an opportunity to preach the Gospel 
in a place where none of us had ever been before. There are scores 
of places on this one stream that must be visited in this way, where 
we can use the launch as a base and make trips of two or three 
days duration in these little boats. In  the place where the launch was 
anchored we were able to meet many people both because we had 
by this time some acquaintances there and also because they w ere in 
sore need of the few medicines we carried with us. Several hundred 
were treated fo r sore eyes and many who were ill with fever were given 
some relief.”
Due to the emphasis upon touring w ork sustained effort in A m ara 
itself was found difficult. The Bible shop here and a t N asiriya had 
a daily average attendance of fifty to sixty people and kept open 
nights as well as days. Mr. D ykstra speaks of the constant demand 
for lessons in English which he could not meet on account of his 
frequent absence from home. Some time he did have to give to 
teaching the convert AH, whose brother also attended these lessons. 
“This brother,” so the story goes on, “has been estranged from the 
entire family ever since Ali became a Christian and he came to
their house occasionally to make trouble and to vent his anger and 
disgust. So when he began to come to the house in a friendly way 
they suspected him of being a spy and of purposing to w reak vengeance 
later. But he kept on coming to the house and also to  the services and 
fo r a while he seemed to make steady progress. But he soon had to 
choose between his own family and his w ife’s relatives, because when 
he m arried he had bound himself not to have anything to do with 
Ali and the other members of his family. In case he broke his oath 
he was to  pay a fine of one thousand rupees. H e has apparently 
chosen to avoid paying the fine.”
In spite of disappointments such as these, this station had the 
joy of baptizing a convert on Christmas Day 1923 and so convinced is 
Mr. D ykstra of the opportunities and the needs in this area that he 
pleads for an additional evangelistic missionary, a medical man and the 
opening of educational work.
Basrah
H ere again we see the “cut” at work. W ith the expenses of the 
station reduced to a minimum and still exceeding the appropriation 
extensive work in the outlying villages was impossible. Mr. Moerdyk, 
however, finds much cause for encouragement in the w ork of the 
Bible shop located in a splendid situation, in charge of an earnest and 
capable man and serving as a meeting place for thoughtful and open- 
minded people. M ore emphasis than ever was placed on the presentation 
and sale of Scriptures and “my experience of the past year,” says 
Mr. Moerdyk, “has been tha t almost every inquirer who came to us 
had first become interested through reading a Scripture or pamphlet.” 
An interesting development is reported in the organization of 
Christians who have come into Basrah from  the north country. About 
ten men and twenty-five women are enrolled as communicants and 
services and Sunday school are regularly held. Two Turkish converts 
who were baptized in November of last year have been industrious 
and faithful. “Inquirers up to the number of twelve men have come 
to me during the year” writes Mr. Moerdyk. “D uring the early 
months of the year every evening and sometimes part of the afternoons 
were devoted to meetings fo r prayer, Scripture reading and counsel. 
None of these men really suffered severe persecution, because they 
are all very fearful and are not willing to risk an open confession. 
Two of them stopped coming when trouble and the loss of. property 
threatened, because friends seemed to have discovered their visits 
with us. Two others have been very irregular of late because of fear 
and threats on the parts of their relatives and others have scattered 
to  find a means of earning a living for themselves and families. This 
last has been the most difficult of all for them. Crowds of men in 
Basrah are w ithout work and there seems to be no promise of an 
immediate better fu ture? Except for a few of whose residence I 
am not certain, I keep in touch with these men by correspondence. 
But, because of their fear of discovery, it is often alm ost impossible 
to make inquiries concerning them or to visit them and it really means 
prayer and patient waiting until they return I believe that at least
three of the men are true believers, although they are not nearly ready 
to step out into the open. I believe there are many more than 
we realize who are seriously thinking about things. W e thank God for 
these evidences of the Spirit’s w ork in the hearts of men.”
Bahrein
In the absence of Mr. Pennings the evangelistic work in Bahrein 
has been in charge of Dr. Dame with such assistance as Mr. Hakken 
was able to spare from his second year of language study. Much 
of the routine work was carried out by the Syrian colporteur, Hanna. 
Dr. Dame reports that the era of material prosperity foreshadowed 
in last year’s report became an actuality, roads are being built, streets 
widened, m otor cars increasing, taxis being introduced and the poor are 
enjoying a larger freedom under the administration of the British 
Political Agent. Dr. Zwemer when visiting Arabia last year was 
called “The Opener of Bahrein.” “The Arab has taken many things 
from  us,” says D r. Dame, “but our Book he still scorns. And yet 
we have reasons to feel encouraged. In April Mr. Hakken baptized Ali 
bin Rashid, a young man of 22 who had been reading the Gospel 
and many other Christian books and tracts fo r the past two years. He 
was warned by all of us as to  the consequences, loss of home, friends, 
position and, perhaps, ostracism from  all his form er associates. But 
he said he was willing to pay the price and he has been paying 
the price, but, because of the freedom of the place, not the price 
a more bigoted place would exact from  him. B ut how hard it is 
for an A rab with all his pride, conceit, caste, fear of people and 
love of ease to  come out boldly fo r something he knows will be 
scorned by all his fellows. I t  is very difficult for any of us to realize 
in how many ways an Arab convert from Islam must change when 
accepting Christianity.”
K uweit
V aried is the service that a missionary is asked to render his friends. 
I t  was through the help of our Kuweit missionaries, not to mention 
our home office also, that the A m ir o f Kuweit acquired a  windmill, 
an electric plant and two m otor cars during the past year. Such 
contacts and friendliness with influential people may sometimes be 
turned to good account.
Dr. Calverley reports that the convert who was baptized last 
year continues to be faithful in his profession and in his service and 
regularly proclaims his faith at the hospital clinics. No inquirers 
who inspired confidence have come to them during the year. The 
Sunday afternoon service at the school is recognized as an invaluable 
opportunity fo r the regular and emphatic presentation of the claims of 
Christ. The attendance at times has reached a hundred and a hundred 
and fifty.
“I t  is w orth noting,” w rites Dr. Calverley, “that the Moslems over 
a year ago considered our book store with its newspapers and journals 
atractive enough for it to be w orth while for them to establish near 
our shop a public library with current magazines and papers on file.
A number o f people have mentioned to me that the library keeps handy 
the Bible that was wisely presented by Mr. Moerdyk. Like most insti­
tutions established to rival our activities, this library was greatly patron­
ized at first, but it has not flourished lately. Indeed, dissatisfaction with 
it led this year to the organization of another institution especially for 
the young men of the city. I t  has its own library and files of current 
journals including the ‘O rient and Occident,’ purchased from our book­
shop. I t has about fifty members from the sons of the m erchant class, 
including many of our school’s form er pupils.”
The school continues to prosper but Dr. Calverley is of the opinion 
that a full time educational missionary would be able to give a progres­
sive leadership to the groping but promising educational aims and 
efforts of this whole community. The present school is about as large 
as an evangelistic missionary can hope to care for and another mis­
sionary could not only develop the school but would enable the evan­
gelistic missionary to give more time to intensive and extensive work in 
his own line.
E ducational W o rk
Basrah Boys’ School
The location of this school has been changed from  the city of 
Basrah to the Mission compound at A shar where a building planned for 
educational work and erected at a cost of Rs. 19,000 conduces in every 
way to more efficient work. The attendance, larger than ever before, 
numbers alm ost 200, and while the change in location has drawn many 
new pupils from A shar it has not m aterially affected those who came 
from  Basrah City. Mr. Van Ess writes concerning the work of the 
school as fo llow s:
‘‘The staff was strengthened by the addition of Muallim Jalil, a son 
of Muallim Jerjis who was for so long one of the M ission’s evangelists. 
H e received his first education a t the Bahrein school and had finished 
the Sophomore year at Beirut when he came to us. H is w ork as well 
as that o f all the other teachers was very satisfactory. T heir spirit, 
their personal lives and their ability all conduced to give the school a 
good name throughout the region. The weekly teachers’ prayer meeting 
was a means of blessing to all and undoubtedly contributed much to the 
prevailing harmony. Muallim Nawruz, one of last year’s graduates, also 
taught in the elementary school. His place this year has been taken 
by Muallim Abdul Mejid, a young Moslem graduate of this year’s class. 
The personnel of the pupils was interesting, including the six sons of 
Seid Talib Pasha, the sons of a prominent M ohammerah family and, 
further, a number of boys from villages which have hitherto not been 
reached by the M ission’s activities. The number of Christians has been 
limited to thirty and tha t o f Jews to twenty. The latter have evinced a 
keen inerest in Bible study and admit a profound change in their re­
ligious thinking. An incident o f note was the request from  the British 
H igh Commissioner in Zanzibar that we take in the two sons of the ex­
Sultan of Zanzibar who are now wards of the British Government.
The curriculum has been advanced until now the ground covered is 
that required in American high schools with the difference that the 
language of instruction is Arabic while English is taught as a language.
The addition to the teaching staff made it possible fo r me to give the 
bulk of the Bible lessons myself. Teaching the Bible to seven classes 
daily and in each class to an average of eighteen boys on every school 
day in the week and year is compensation enough fo r the fatigue of 
school routine and makes one feel that the tru th  must somehow find its 
way into the innermost recesses of the mind and heart. I t is with deep 
regret that we cannot report any actual conversions during the year, yet, 
on the other hand, we have been greatly gratified to note the very 
radical change in outlook and conduct which has been brought about in 
boys who fo r a long time have been fanatical to a degree.
It is also gratifying to see the large number of form er students who 
are now occupying responsible positions in government and elsewhere. 
O f last year’s graduating class one has been sent to the British Military 
Academy a t Sandhurst a t government expense. H e was one of the 
two successful candidates drawn from  all the schools of Iraq and was 
reported as passing the test particularly on account of his moral quali­
fications and general manliness. A nother of last year’s graduates has 
ju s t entered the U niversity of Pennsylvania without examination on the 
strength of work done with us. The boarding school reached its highest 
total in twenty-eight boys. Three boys, all Moslems, completed the 
course of study in July and will receive their diplomas this autumn. On 
account of the cut in appropriations we were compelled to dispense with 
the services of the physical instructor. New regulations recently drawn 
up by the Iraq  M inistry of Education forbid the teaching of religion in 
private schools to those not of that religion. The regulations, however, 
were declared by the British Government to be in violation of the Anglo- 
Iraq  Treaty, so that we need have no further fears on that score.
Enrollment
Moslem Christian Jew Sabean
H igh .......................... 1 0 0
Middle ........................ ................  46 17 9 0
Prim ary .................... ................  25 5 3 0
Elem entary .............. ................  34 17 3 1
117 40 15 1
Average Enrollment, 173
Percentage: Moslem, 68% ; Jew, 8 % ; Christian, 23% ; Sabean, 1% 
E ducational W ork for Girls
W e note a few features concerning the two schools for girls at 
Basrah and the one at Bahrein and refer our readers to a fuller report 
which appears in the Y ear Book of the W om an’s Board. The school 
at Basrah takes great satisfaction in the fact that two Moslem girls have 
completed the eighth year of work, which accomplishment has had a
noticeable effect upon the community and is regarded as a happy augury
for larger results in the future when ambitions will not be bounded by 
an eighth grade certificate. Miss Kellien is of the opinion that “all the
girls who think at all are in revolt against the social system of Islam ”
but they feel that local conditions only are to blame and fail to recog­
nize that the system is inherent in their religion. M iss' Jackson taking 
up work last year, made possible the opening of classes in English and 
a kindergarten class, which latter attracts even the older girls and is 
proving very popular.
Mrs. Dame reports that at Bahrein last January they had twice as 
many girls as they could accommodate with seats, but, unfortunately, 
with the outbreak of plague the attendance fell off. The arrival of seats 
from our own Industrial Institute at Katpadi, India was the occasion for 
a celebration entirely managed by the girls themselves. In  spite of much 
opposition and of those who warn and threaten pupils who attend the 




The report for the year contains many items of great interest. 
Miss Dalenberg began her work as nursing superintendent and with her 
staff of two Indian nurses earned Dr. Dame's warm gratitude, for he 
says a hospital is like a house, a very large house, and men are not 
fit to  run it without the aid of a woman. Dr. Moerdyk, also, though 
engaged in language study, rendered valuable service during Dr. Dame s 
long absences on tours and was responsible fo r discovering the first case 
of plague when the epidemic broke out early in the year, d h is  epidemic 
of plague was the first occurrence in ten years and proved to be ex ­
tremely severe. A moderate estimate places the number of deaths at 
five thousand, or one in twenty of the population of the island.
Mention is made of several very valuable gifts. D uring the sum­
m er the station was visited by Mr. Rosenthal, a Paris jeweler, who a 
few years ago provided funds for the “Rachel Isolation Rooms” and 
who now offered to pay for two additional rooms. Mr. Rosenthal also 
gave a large supply of linen of which the hospital stood in great need. 
Another valuable g ift was that of a plot of land granted by Abdel Asiz 
Bin Gossibi, local agent of Bin Saoud, the Sultan of Nejd. This site 
was secured through the good offices of the local British Consul and 
is intended for the women’s and children’s hospital soon to be erected. 
This building is urgently required to provide more space for the general 
hospital which is greatly handicapped for lack of space. A nother fine 
piece of property was given by Sheikh Hamed, ruler of Bahrein, which 
is intended for the construction of helpers’ quarters. G rateful acknowl­
edgment is made of gifts of sewing guild boxes and a hope expressed 
that m ore women’s societies would join in helping the hospital in this 
way. •
Miss Dalenberg gives us an account of an “interesting side issue, 
which became a main issue, in connection with five so-called Armenians 
rescued from  slavery by the political agent of Bahrein, dh is makes a 
long story for a report, but it must be o f interest to know that some­
thing effective has been done in Bahrein to check this terrible trade in 
girls that has been going on so freely and unrestrictedly this past decade. 
I am sure we all feel grateful to our Heavenly Father for H is P rovi­
dence and care fo r these Syrian girls and grateful to the British Govern-
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ment for giving the Mission an opportunity to  help save these girls from 
a life of slavery and bring them into Christian homes.”
Though the story has appeared elsewhere, our report fo r the year 
would be very deficient if it failed to record Dr. Dame’s extensive tour 
in Nejd. This is now the fourth time that our medical missionaries 
have entered the hinterland since Dr. H arrison first blazed the trail and 
each trip has been more successful than the previous one. Four months 
and a week Dr. Dame spent on this tour, the dangers and hardships of 
which were considerable. Most of his journey covered territory  never 
before visited. W e give below a very condensed version of Dr. D am es 
report.
Dr. Dame's Tour to N ejd . There was nothing unusual about the 
beginning of the trip  only the usual day’s sailboat trip  from Bahrein 
to O jeir, then the tiring thirteen hour donkey ride to H ofhuf, whence 
the camel caravan begins.
Two days a fte r our camel caravan left H ofhuf, we were met by 
special despatch riders from  the Sultan carrying a letter for me stating 
tha t he was seriously ill and urging me to come with all possible speed. 
W e rode post-haste with one of the messengers on our camel express 
to Riadh, travelled fifteen hours a day for three days and so arrived 
one day sooner than they expected us. The Sultan was suffering from 
a severe cellulitis of the face which responded quickly to treatm ent. 
On the sixth day a fter our arrival a public reception was held by the 
Sultan, his first public appearance for a month, which was attended by 
about 5,000 people.
Men from  all parts of N ejd come and visit the ruler. Each petty 
sheikh or headman of a division of a tribe takes with him several of 
his subjects. W hen he calls at the capital each visitor has his name 
registered and each day the list is read by the M udhaifa or care­
taker of the guests. One day the M udhaifa showed me a list of a day 
and a  half with a total of 797 visitors and everyone of these is fed from 
the royal kitchen and upon leaving receives a change of raiment, some 
pieces of silver and supplies fo r the journey.
The Bedouin is a very early riser. Almost every day we would be 
awakened by knocks on our door before dawn, much to  our annoyance. 
One came at noon one day when we had just closed the hospital and 
were on our way to the castle for lunch. He was very much annoyed 
when we did not oblige him by returning to trea t him. In great rage 
he turned to  me and said, “W hat did Bin Saoud bring you here for, to 
trea t two or three people and then go out for lunch again ? and we 
had treated over one hundred and thirty people that morning. N ext day 
before dawn there was a persistent and loud knocking at the door and 
our Bedouin of yesterday was shouting, ‘ Oh you of little mercy, get up 
and give me some medicine.”
The town of Shukra was to be our next stop and on the afternoon 
of the fifth day a fter leaving Riadh we arrived. The town is very 
fanatical and almost every evening, yes, and before and a fte r each meal 
we had to defend our faith. Yet, some of the people of Shukra I shall 
remember as the best Moslems I ever met. Sheikh Ibrahim, on whom I 
did an operation, a double hernia, took an honest interest in me. He
pled with me to read the Koran, accept it as the work of God and turn 
Moslem. His sons too, frequently called on me and sought to convince 
me. I was offered a house and wives if I would but remain and be­
come a Moslem. I once asked Sheikh Ibrahim  if he had ever prayed 
fo r me. H e looked at me in astonishment. “Well, Sheikh,” I went on, 
“I have prayed for you and I do pray for you every day that God 
give you a speedy recovery from your operation and restore you to com­
plete health.” I believe the Sheikh was almost persuaded that I might 
enter glory too.
Skukra is the center of the slave traffic of which there seems to be 
a revival at the present time. I  have seen groups in the open square of 
Shukra examined and walked up and down as do horse traders with 
their anim als; I have watched a string of black women and children in 
red calico dresses being led through the narrow  streets of Riadh to the 
Im am’s castle; have passed them in the desert sitting four or five abreast 
on seats slung on the camel’s back, and have gazed upon a group of 
thirty-nine entering the gates of H assa to be sold there for Rs. 1,000 
to Rs. 1,500 each.
A fter a stay of eighteen days we did another five days’ journey by 
caravan to Anaize, a city of merchants and a great center for caravans. 
A t the present time there is no great amount of trade being carried on 
in the town itself but its sons, now more or less wealthy merchants 
from all parts of the Arabic-speaking world, return there for their vaca­
tions o r to retire. I t  is by fa r the least bigoted and most enlightened 
town in N ejd. Newspapers from Iraq, Egypt and India are very com­
mon and a few English papers from Bombay and London were given 
to me. Several men spoke to me in good English and one had travelled
all over Europe. Nowhere were we treated as cordially as in Anaize.
Only a six hours’ camel ride from Anaize is Boreida, completely 
surrounded by a sea of yellow sand and for one who loves the desert, 
a beautiful place. H ere there were no invitations to spend the evening, 
no requests to dine, only the cold scowl of the bigot and the half­
hearted friendliness of him who wants to  be friendly but fears the scorn 
of the multitude.
O ur second tour, in the month of July was in H ofhuf, the capital
of H assa and in August we spent five days in Katif. An interesting
summary of these trips shows that we spent 47 days travelling, on 
donkeys four days, in sailboats eight days, on camels thirty-five days. 
The total number of treatm ents given in these tours w e re : clinic treat­
ments 9318, neo-salvarsan injections 120, m ajor operations 165, minor 
operations 361.
K uweit
Though the report fo r this section notes a subtle and indefinable 
hardening in the attitude of the upper classes which showed itself in a 
lessened attendance at the clinics and few er out-calls, the general trend 
is distinctly encouraging. There was a substantial increase in fees and 
receipts. Electrical equipment was received in June and, a fter a 
month’s hard labor in mid-summer, Mr. D ykstra had it installed and 
running so well tha t it has given no trouble in four months of hard
service. Dr. H arrison returned in July and lost no time in getting back 
to work. Dr. M ylrea w rite s:
“W e are glad to record that the sheikhs have come to us fo r p ro­
fessional advice perhaps more than in any other year in the history of 
Kuweit medical work. Sheikh Ahmad has been, as always, very friendly 
and has consulted us professionally on several occasions and I  believe 
followed our advice w ith a fair degree of perseverance. Sheikh 
Abdullah es Salim, who is perhaps the most progressive of all our 
sheikhs, has been a constant caller all the year, both professionally and 
non-professionally. H e reads widely and is glad to discuss all topics 
o f general interest. D uring one of his visits the conversation turned on 
the ritual of Christian marriage and I took advantage of the opportunity 
to fetch a copy of the Arabic translation of the Book of Common Prayer. 
The Sheikh was greatly impressed and asked if he might take the book 
home with him. H e kept it about a fortnight and showed by his dis­
cussion of the different services how carefully he had read it. The 
m arriage vow with its reciprocal vows of fidelity had quite evidently 
struck home to his Moslem heart.
W ith reference to the giving away of Scriptures and the scarcity 
o f opportunities to do so effectively, I was glad to notice one day when 
making a  friendly call on a form er patient, a prom inent pearl broker, 
that a complete Bible which I had given him a year previously, still occu­
pied a prominent position on his shelves. My call was quite unexpected 
so tha t there was no question of the Bible’s having been got out for 
effect.
The Ikhwan, Sultan Bin Saoud’s fanatical followers, have continued 
to provide Kuweit with material fo r conversation. In  fact we had a 
member of the Sultan’s family in our hospital for a month this year. 
This man and all his retinue were typical members of the “F raternity ,” 
their devotion to the W ahabi principles and to Bin Saoud was very real. 
I had many long talks with these men on all the stock objections which 
Moslems have to Christianity and one evening in particular I  was invited 
to attend one of their special K oran readings. They apparently went 
out of their way to read passages where C hrist is mentioned and the 
result was quite a protracted discussion. The evangelistic w ork of the 
hospital has been carried on steadily and as we look over the w ork of 
the past year there is very much to be grateful for.”
From  Mrs. Calverley we get the following picture of the daily ro u n d :
“The high w ater m ark of dispensary attendance used to be six ty ; 
now it is over a hundred. The women persist in coming late and all 
clamor to be treated first. Persian assistants are unable to control the 
mob. Patients stand with their weight pressing against the door and 
window. Each time the door is opened there is a mad rush and some­
times the door-keeper has been hurt. Although many of the women are 
patient and courteous, there is often a constant flow of complaints and 
abuse outside the door. The use of the stethescope inside the room is 
almost impossible. Ravamony, the Indian nurse, gets tired and over­
burdened and sometimes breaks into tears in the midst of the clinic. Not 
infrequently in the middle of the morning urgent calls are received and 
then it is difficult to decide which claim is more important.”
M askat
D r. Hosmon reports that the women’s medical work at M askat is 
in a flourishing way. She notes tha t less than half o f her patients are 
Arabs, the m ajority of them being Baluchis who take more interest in 
their treatm ents and are much more willing to  pay.
“I was delighted with the opportunities I had in doing village work,” 
she writes. “Suweik is a small village on the sea shore but behind the 
gardens are many Bedouin. The few times tha t I could be among them 
were among the most interesting of my life. My first call to them was 
to trea t their Sheikh who was very seriously ill w ith malaria. W hen 
I entered I found his place full of men and women with anxious faces. 
The patient was semi-conscious but a heavy hypo of quinine brought his 
fever down by nex t morning. I was kept very busy from  ten in the 
morning until prayer call a t sunset.
I want to express my thanks to the agent of the Hills Bros., M atrah, 
for his g ift of piping to the dispensary. I am sorry that I  have not 
had much benefit from  this, because of the lack of rains to  fill the well. 
I greatly appreciate all those in the homeland who have been helping so 
generously in their Sewing Guild W ork. There are others who have 
helped with their gifts and I thank them all. I certainly thank those 
who have been faithfully praying for the evangelization of M askat.”
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T H E U N IT E D  M ISSION IN  MESOPOTAM IA
O rganized 1924
Co-operating Boards. — Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A .; Board of Foreign Missions, R eform ed Church in 
U. S .; Board of Foreign Missions, Reform ed Church in America.
Missionaries.—Baghdad: Rev. and Mrs. Jam es Cantine, Rev. and 
Mrs. Calvin K. Staudt, Mrs. S. J. Thoms. M osul: Rev. and Mrs. E. W. 
McDowell, Rev. and Mrs. A. G. Edwards, Rev. James W. Willoughby, 
Rev. Roger C. Cumberland.
IN T R O D U C T IO N
The report o f the Board last year noted the organization in Novem­
ber 1923 of a committee representing the three Boards which had de­
cided to co-operate in the new Mission to be established in Mesopotamia. 
Following this action, work was begun in the stations of Baghdad and 
Mosul, and the Mission on the field formally organized itself in April 
1924. Peculiar interest therefore attaches to the following report of Dr. 
Cantine as the first annual report to come from  this U nited Mission.
EVANGELISTIC WORK  
Baghdad
There is a certain interest in w riting the first report o f evangelistic 
work in Baghdad under the new Mission. N ot that the work itself is 
different from that undertaken previously but there is the satisfaction 
of knowing that the organization back of one is complete and permanent, 
and that one can build up with the expectation of using year to year 
what has been gained in the past.
F o r the first time I have had a native evangelist to help me and 
now wonder how I got along without him in the years when our occu­
pation of Baghdad was only tentative. My waiting until I  was quite 
sure of my man has been, I  think, justified by results. I have taken on 
one of our first colporteurs who was employed by me at Basrah twenty- 
five years ago, and who was the first man sent to our out-station of 
Amara. A fterw ards he went to America, and coming back worked for 
some years with the Persia Mission in direct evangelistic effort among 
Moslems. H is knowledge of the Bible is good. H is experience in 
evangelism is valuable, and he seems to fit in with our Baghdad mis­
sionary activities. H e is an Armenian, and every Sunday holds 
services in the Armenian Refugee Camp, in the little hut they have 
built fo r themselves. As I have spoken to them through an interpreter, 
I can judge of their appreciation of this privilege of Sunday worship. 
I have also preached through an interpreter, a t the several other 
centres about Baghdad, where the Assyrian and Armenian refugees are 
gathered. I have also been able to help these people in ways that have 
not taken up too much of my time—in getting a place from  the 
Government where they could bury their dead, and in seeing to the
distribution of a G rant for them from  the Bible Lands Missions 
Society. The amount was £25, and as the condition of these refugees 
during the past hard  w inter was very trying, it was truly needed and 
greatly appreciated.
A t the same tim e the above Society sent me £25 for special evan­
gelistic needs, such as often occur and have not been anticipated in 
the yearly estimates. This sum made possible a new venture, which 
up to the present has been highly satisfactory, viz., the fitting up of 
a lower room in our dwelling house as a gathering place for enquirers, 
and for all my missionary business. O ur house is very centrally
located ju s t off the main street, and yet isolated enough to  be free 
from  casual interruption and espionage from  those who are hostile to 
our teaching. The number of men who come and who evidently
welcome the opportunity for religious conversation, is very gratifying. 
Some may come from mixed motives, but the conversation is always 
on religion, and it is very stim ulating to one’s faith and comforting 
to one’s soul to find how often our tru ths find acceptance in the minds 
of the hearer. The touching of their hearts is the w ork of the Holy 
Spirit, and often beyond our ken, but at least two men have lately 
said that they have accepted Isa as a Saviour, and wanted to live 
as His disciples. I myself cannot a t all times be in this gathering
place, but it is open all day long, and the evangelist is there, and has
proved to be much interested in, and well qualified to make the most 
of these opportunities.
In the above-mentioned room I have had shelves fitted, and have 
on display all our stock of evangelistic literature, several thousand 
books and trac ts; mostly Arabic, but some Persian and Turkish. The 
greater number of these come from the Nile Mission Press and their 
purchase price has been given by the American Christian L iterature 
Society fo r Moslems. The grant of $250 from this Society has not 
alone well stocked our shelves, but also enabled us to make a 
beginning in the difficult work of distribution. The sales in our room, 
while comparatively more valuable, because we can guide and encourage 
the purchaser, are yet necessarily small, and for large results we must 
depend upon the colporteurage outside. F or this we were happily 
enabled to use the zeal and courage of a recent convert. H is employ­
ment in the city left him a couple of days of liberty each week, and 
he asked that he might take books and tracts and visit neighboring 
villages that were known to him. S tarting in gradually, his tours 
became longer and longer until he had covered a good part of the 
Baghdad field. H e was given a free hand and worked out the plan of 
staying only a day in each place, selling as much as he could, and 
then passing on before opposition could crystalize. T hat there would 
be opposition was known, but on the whole he got along as well as 
could be expected, the exceptions being when he was robbed by 
brigands not fa r from  B aghdad; and again when he ventured in the 
Shrine City of Kerbela, was recognized as a  pervert from  Islam, and 
badly beaten. H is itineraries took him well up to  the Persian border, 
and among most of the towns along the rivers. Several thousand 
tracts and many books were sold to Moslems. Most of the journeying 
was by motor-bus and was expensive. The colporteur himself received
only his expenses until the last month when he gave his entire time. 
The actual result o f this department of mission w ork cannot be 
reckoned at once, but we pray for the blessing that should follow this 
seed-sowing.
The Arabic congregation has called a pastor, who comes from one 
of the American Board Churches at the N orth, so I have preached 
for them only now and again. O f more value to the community, 
possibly, has been the help I have been able to give them in m atters 
arising between them and the English authorities. I have also been at 
liberty to preach to the Indian congregation, composed of Indian 
Christians tem porarily residing in Iraq. T heir number now is not 
large and constantly decreasing.
An interesting and valuable experience has been the Tuesday m orn­
ing Bible study, which I have held with the colporteurs o f the Bible 
Society, taking for our subject the great missionary book of Acts, 
with its present day application to the opportunities in Baghdad.
The Moslem enquirers have asked for some form al service on 
Sunday. I t  has been difficult to gather them together at the same 
time, as they have not at first much confidence one in the other, and 
b itter family persecution is never very fa r away, but I am having an 
hour with them Sunday evenings, taking for my topics, Christ’s testi­
mony to H im self as found in H is words “I am the Door,” ‘‘The Light 
of the W orld,” etc.
W e have greatly rejoiced lately in the effort that Dr. Zwemer is 
making to raise funds for building a church here in Baghdad, that 
will also be a center fo r most of our evangelistic activities. I t  is 
sorely needed. T he day when all the Arab Protestants could find 
room for their Sunday services in a lower room in one of the mission­
ary houses, is long past. I  have counted as many as a hundred at a 
preaching service which is now held in a room used by the military, a 
room which soon has to be given up. There are also many English­
speaking P rotestants who do not feel a t home in the one service now 
available, that of the Church of England. W e fervently pray that we 
may soon see this building under way.
There has been nothing in our strictly evangelistic w ork this past 
year that has brought us in official contact with the Government, in 
which we are well content.
T urning now to more personal m atters, we have been privileged 
this past year to meet many missionaries going to or from  their fields 
of labor, Persia, Arabia, India and Burmah. Even far off Labrador 
has been brought to our mind through a pleasant hour o r two with 
Dr. Grenfell. One quite loses count of the many American tourists 
who are passing through Baghdad, which is becoming more and more 
the crossroads between Europe and Asia. But the all too brief visit 
of Mrs. Olcott will dwell in our memories for a long time
GENERAL SUMMARY 1924
Stations occupied ........ ..............................
Out-stations and Preaching Places........
Missionaries, men, ordained.....................
Missionaries, men, unordained................
Associate Missionaries, married women .
Missionaries, unmarried women..............
Native ordained ministers.......................
















Patients trea ted .......... ; ..............................
Native contributions, silver, M ex..........
Native contributions. U. S. gold............
'hina India Japan Arabia Total
5 9 7 5 26
82 258 29 369
12 13 11 11 47
5 5 1 5 16
15 16 12 14 57
15 19 13 10 57
15 20 11 46
58 494 64 15 631
27 187 21 7 242
23 17 17 (1) 5 62
3,410 12) 4,584 533 19 (2) 8,546
191 428 83 7 709
6 7 u 1 15}
1,066 443 832} 22 2,364
9 5 u 15J
1,142 410 611 2,163
1 1 j 2}
20 44 8 72
9 252 42 6 309
1,125 9,240 1,466 88 11,919
60 227 10 297
2,611 (3) 7,870 349 <3) 10,830
5 12 4 21
39,680 (4) 99,090 59,413 198,183
$3? 804 Rs 15 921 Y. 6,145
$16,402 $5,307 $3,073 $24,782
Fractions indicate Union Schools.
(1) Not organized.
(2) Indian communicants in 1923 were reported 4,853 which was an error for 4,353. 
The total for all missions in 1923 should be 8,036 and not 8,536.
(3) The figures under this head in 1923 were 5,413. These should be corrected to 7,686 
and the total for 1923 is 11,191 and not 8,918.
(4) The number includes an interpolation for Mary Taber Schell Hospital which, as a part 
of the Women’s Medical School, no longer reports as a mission institution. Until 
some method is introduced to show statistics for union institutions, it has seemed 
best to retain these figures within our own work.
COMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1858-1924
Stations .....................................................
Out-stations and Preaching P laces...
Missionaries, Men _...................................
Missionaries, married women ..............
Missionaries, unmarried women ........
Native ordained ministers .....................
Other native helpers, men ..................
Native helpers, w o m en ...........................
Churches ...................................................
Communicants ...........................................
Boarding Schools, Boys’ ........................
Scholars .....................................................




Scholars .......... ................ ..........................
Hospitals and Dispensaries ...................
Patients Treated .....................................
Native Contributions .............................
1858 1868 1878 1888 1898 1908 1918
6 10 11 u 23 29 27
2 18 49 123 241 268 366
8 14 16 28 36 41 50
6 12 14 21 31 33 42
i 7 9 20 33 46
4 6 26 30 37 45
22 76 86 173 211 367 520
2 10 47 41 146 311
7 13 31 47 47 42 64
297 816 1,563 4,559 5,564 5,282 7,114







46 97 300 456 766 1,320
7 19 32 61 80 83
6 17 44 106 201 195 236
87 413 1,341
1
2,612 6,059 8,245 11,858



















































































662 Oft 1165 00 167 00
424 07 50 00 6 00 1186 00 1666 07
275 69 192 21 32 09 499 99
190 00 40 00 25 00 255 00
75 00 130 00 215 on
110 00 35 00 145 00
85 00 85 00
25 00 17 50 52 50
53 00 32 00 25 00 110 00
194 32 100 00 31 50 325 82
10 on 51 00
18 00 18 00
25 92 8 52 2 54 15 00 51 98
4 49 2 58 1 1 5 8 22
3 60 3 60
19 50 40 00 5 00 64 50
25 00 17 00 10 00 52 00
W. M. Union .................... 50 00 50 00
2005 59 58 52 8 54 3233 29 351 74 5657 68
CLASSIS OF BERGEN
Bergenfield, N. J .................. . . . . . . . . 50 00 50 00
324 65 7 25 169 15 501 05
200 15 25 45 129 63 57 60 412 83
30 00 49 00 10 00 89 00
280 70 50 00 219 00 549 70
612 70 50 00 401 98 156 44 1221 12
35 25 20 25 9 00 64 50
60 00 37 73 17 00 114 73
120 26 52 51 30 ^6 203 33
133 68 63 43 144 68 54 00 395 79
118 77 63 15 224 00 232 41 638 33
80 62 45 00 23 00 148 62
107 02 70 00 7 50 205 14 27 33 416 99
20 92 60 50 5 34 86 76
224 96 81 36 3 50 222 09 66 80 598 71
W. M. Union ..................... 40 00 40 00
2349 68 360 64 61 00 2070 66 689 48 5531 46
CLASSIS OF
SOUTH BERGEN
70 50 32 98 230 50 26 42 360 40
5 00 5 00
337 55 35 00 125 00 497 55
1100 00 515 65 285 00 1900 65
570 00 34 00 122 00 126 00 852 00
58 63 22 71 77 00 158 34
322 44 25 14 280 42 88 75 716 75
Park' ..................................... 90 40 40 28 24 50 155 IS
30 00 5 00 35 00
W. M Union .................... 39 40 39 40
Total ............................. 2584 52 149 83 1430 25 555 67 4720 27































































6 43 1 73 77
70 50 43 50 18 00 132 00
25 00 25 00
7 37 3 50 14 23 1 88 26 9823 5 0 .............. 20 50 44 00
10 01 7 49 8 44 25 94
5 00' 2 30 7 30
95 02 24 63 111 50 231 IS
45 04 25 85 10 00 35 00 20 77 136 66
262 87 61 47 10 00 205 96 97 66 637 96
CLASSIS OF
CHICAGO
235 00 20 00 302 36 60 00 617 36
Chicago, Archer Ave............ 47 58 93 00 30 00 52 00 65 14 287 72
Chicago, Englewood, 1st .. 1275 00 362 71 70 47 50 00 331 35 2089 53
50 00 150 00 35 00 100 00 335 00
1359 03 805 50 2252 00 4416 53
234 19 56 00 170 00 25 00 9 00 494 19
17 37 15 96 30 64 63 97
232 12 171 15 142 00 161 20 706 47
113 64 24 58 35 00 17 39 190 61
100 00 127 15 25 00 68 69 320 84
278 56 250 00 30 00 137 23 200 00 895 79
70 00 10 00 15 00 95 00
94 00 79 00 24 00 197 00
575 00 200 00 40 00 106 00 224 97 1145 97
361 84 321 00 359 33 242 66 1284 83
80 00 202 20 105 00 132 00 519 20
33 67 34 70 67 00 6 00 141 37
1306 47 75 66 1685 39 416 00 164 37 3647 23
44 50 20 00 7 50 72 00
Wichert ..................'............ 96 98 20 00 81 84 10 00 208 82
180 00 45 00 225 00
33 00 44 31 77 31
W. M. Union ..................... 145 00 145 00
Total ............................. 6817 95 1972 45 321 47 4456 96 441 00 4166 91 18176 74
CLASSIS OF
DAKOTA
112 61 123 07 15 00 250 68
10 00 40 26 50 00 5 00 105 26
16 00 15 65 15 39 47 04
114 00 13 35 127 35
2 85 2 85
60 00 50 00 20 00 130 00
405 80 45 00 217 50 124 05 792 35
7 89 7 89
20 00 10 00 30 00
51 70 92 36 13 20 157 26
52 46 45 00 159 71 35 25 292 42
75 00 171 53 246 53
966 40 682 90 102 96 24 40 1776 66
100 00 38 00 939 21 38 45 1115 66
29 75 62 09 7 60 99 44
Tyndall 13 77 7 92 3 52 25 21
261 37 20 00 211 00 75 79 568 16
35 31 35 31













Grand Rapids, 3rd 
Grand Rapids, 4th . 
Grand Rapids, 5th . 
Grand Rapids. 6th . 
Grand Rapids, 7th . 
Grand Rapids, 8th . 






Grand Rapids M. F. 


































































































































































































































































































































































Jamestown, 1st . .  ..  
Jamestown, 2nd . . . 
North Blendon . . .  . 
North Holland . . .  .
Ottawa ......................
Overisel ...................
South Blendon . . .  . 
















Stone Mill S. S. 
W est Copake .. 










Spring Lake . . 














































































































































































































































Detroit, Hope . . .  .
Dunningville ........
Kalamazoo, 1st ..  . 
Kalamazoo, 2nd . . 
Kalamazoo, 3rd . . .  







Kalamazoo M. F. . 















L. I. City, 1st ........
Newtown, Elmhurst 








W est Sayville ........
Williamsburg ..........
Winfield ...................
W. M. Union ........
M0)
•g.S



























































































































































































































































































W est Leyden ....................































































373 12 10 00 789 90 69 75 1242 77
35 00 35 00
200 85 25 00 1135 00 1360 85
16 00 25 00 41 00
2562 60 1200 00 300 00 4062 60
10 00 10 00
110 76 57 37 234 02 15 00 417 15
15 00 155 00 15 00 185 00
1662 90 175 50 1838 40
56 61 170 81 412 00 900 00 1539 42
12 68 2 32 56 00 5 00 76 00
30 00 .............. 30 00
10 00 50 00 60 00
681 00 173 36 210 00 50 00 1114 36
15 20 7 60 3 80 26 60
100 00 165 00 100 00 365 00
112 40 70 00 182 40
25 00 100 00 10 00 135 00
770 55 770 55
6001 44 454 22 12 32 5555 57 100 00 1368 55 13492 10
32 52 17 68 51 68 8 30 110 18
38 00 14 40 52 40
31 83 20 00 139 25 20 65 211 73
352 50 75 10 405 00 90 00 922 60
12 50 23 62 36 12
122 50 23 41 59 00 5 00 209 91
42 30 72 30 10 80 125 40
38 01 89 55 14 81 142 37
19 90 245 43 5 08 270 41
18 18 18 18
639 56 148 69 1142 01 169 04 2099 30
115 43 30 51 32 88 58 94 237 76
83 61 14 93 131 60 25 16 255 30
43 63 32 79 5 54 81 96
6 50 6 50
2 00 2 00
18 75 18 75
8 00 54 83 2 00 64 83
4 50 48 21 5 19
105 75 75 75 27 00 208 50
100 00 2 50 34 00 136 50
80 00 63 35 20 00 163 35
105 43 15 06 120 49
33 70 7 00 40 70
230 00 129 66 5 00 200 98 50 00 615 64
483 81 397 93 123 52 1005 26
45 34 17 88 47 00 110 22
26 72 20 27 32 00 12 00 90 99
20 00 15 00 5 00 40 00
48 35 48 35
17 00 2 50 19 50
25 00 44 Of 10 00 79 00
6 40 19 00 1 60 27 00
130 00 252 0( 32 00 414 00
100 00 20 00 50 00 170 00
75 65 8 50 19 00 19 31 122 46
65 79 164 09 16 80 246 68
28 8( 7 20 36 00
160 00 160 00
















































































i i i 1
181 56Atwood .............................. 16 73 7 84 15 6cCoopersville ....................... 870 0C
.
353 88 405 5C 1919 99Falmouth ............................. 12 87
Fremont ............................. 158 51 26 5l 3 84 150 2C 
225 0C 
189 00









602 00Grand Haven, 2nd .......... 329 00Moddersville .............. . 29 45
Muskegon, Covenant ........ 82 25 150 50 
1762 00 
440 00
Muskegon, 1st .................... 1182 00 100 6c 292 00 
240 00 
10 00
Muskegon, 2nd ................ 100 00
. .
Muskegon, 3rd ................... 77 00
Muskegon, 5th .................... 24 57
Muskegon, Unity ............... 125 00 226 00New Era ........................... 42 00
Rehoboth ........................... 98 63 6 60South Barnard .................. 46 73
Spring Lake ....................... 187 00 157 72 289 50 105 00
4997 17 1 516 97 1 78 84 405 50 1052 35 9131 65
CLASSIS OF 
NEWARK
Belleville ............................. 165 05
Brookdale ............................ 35 49 44 02 9 00 
627 86
9 00Orange, 1st ......................... 100 30 20 89 97 51Hyde Park .......................... 157 83
Irvington, 1st .....................
Irvington, 2nd .................. 35 00 31 68 5 00Linden .................................. 45 26 71 68
Kearny Miss...................... 5 00 
40 noMontclair Heights ............ 666 67Nether wood .................. .
Newark, Clinton Ave. . .. 1070 00 411 00 230 66 1711 00Newark, Christ .................. 60 00 
180 00Newark, 1st ........................ 180 00Mt. Olivet. Ital. M..................
Newark, N. Y. Ave............. 18 70Newark, North .................. 1485 54 1126 25 2611 79Newark, Trinity ................
Newark, W est .................... 10 00 10 00





1666 02Plainfield, Trinity ............. 31 19W. M. Union ..................... 86 62
4071 14 9 00 1403 03 9881 15
CHASSIS OF 
NEW BRUNSW ICK
Bound Brook ..................... 96 101 61 84 197 21 395 48East Millstone ................. 65 00 10 00
Griggstown ..........................
Highland Park ................... 75 66 25 66 
37 00Hillsborough ....................... 111 85 250 70Metuchen ............................. 445 15 18 55
Middlebush ........................ 69 18 11 75 196 48 
412 on
Jo au






New Brunswick, 2nd . . . .  
N. Brunswick, Suydam St. . 
Perth Amboy, St. Paul’s . .
1000 00 266 50 
871 00937 01
5 00
Rocky H i l l  .................................. 75 80
Six Mile Run ..................... 236 27 244 73 481 00Spots wood ........................... 63 23
W. M. Union ..................... 107 47 107 47






























































11118 91 1700 00 43 26 12862 17
50 00 4665 00 75 00 25 00 4815 00
1200 00 100 00 2050 00 50 00 405 00 3805 00
135 64 60 00 5215 00 20 00 5430 64
30 57 40 00 1407 50 1478 07
473 32 70 00 57 50 35 00 635 82
63 00 50 00 61 00 60 00 234 00
100 00 100 00
170 Of) 100 00 25 00 168 46 181 84 645 30
1300 00 9 00 185 00 20 00 1514 00
5 00 5 00
103 55 132 05 10 20 245 80
264 00 240 00 135 00 639 00
40 00 40 00
283 97 129 05 71 72 484 74
175 00 237 00 900 00 1312 00
47 00 77 00 12 00 136 00
105 75 60 75 27 00 193 50
14 00 10 00 20 00 20 00 7 00 71 00
20 00
227 59 194 52 56 89 479 00
75 00 128 00 50 00 453 00
21 15 42 15 5 40 68 70
75 00 15 00 25 00 115 0010 00
173 75 75 00 5 00 270 00 63 44 587 19
50 00 16 83 66 83
50 00 10 00 20 00 80 00
15 00 15 00
45 00 45 00
19 10 26 64 45 74
11 68 11 68
5 00 5 00
15 00 50 00 i o  oo 75 00
Comanche Miss...................... 10 00 10 00
Total ............................. 16230 66 705 64 ! 99 00 15670 13 1845 00 2183 75 36734 18
CLASSIS OF
ORANGE
. . 79 90 48 98 20 40 149 2875 00
17 63 10 12 4 5C 32 25
35 25 20 25 9 0C 64 50
359 21 55 85 34 25 449 31
23 50 13 50 6 0C 43 00
8 00 8 00
77 62 109 59 19 82 207 03
Newburgh, American . . . . 342 60 100 00 380 00 
5 00
102 78 925 38 
5 00
84 50 10 00 .............. 40 00 14 00 148 50
117 50 147 50 .............. 30 00 295 00
Port Jervis, Deer Park . . . 160 00 50 00 ............... 30 00 .............. 34 25 274 2520 0( ............
5 00 37 70 .............. 42 70
237 93 283 36 484 43 1005 72
55 00 .............. 55 00
25 0( 25 00
21 15 12 15 5 40 38 70
Woodbourne ...................... 24 78 14 24 6 33 45 35





































Hoboken, Ger. Evang. 




W est Hoboken, 1st . . . 
W est Hoboken, Hope . 
W est N. Y.t Trinity . .
Woodcliff ......................


















Passaic, 1st Holland .. 
Paterson, Broadway . . .  
Paterson, Covenant . . . 











W est New Hempstead 
Wortendyke, 1st Holl. 
Wortendyke, Trinity . . 
W. M. Union ...............
Total
20 00 35 00 55 00
43 10 10 27 93 58
20 00
138 10 50 27 385 24
240 00 144 00 1059 18
760 50 400 00 863 35 200 00 338 00 2561 85
5 00 5 00
300 00 325 00 80 00 705 00
217 89 92 40 686 20
3 50 13 50
100 00 315 00 75 00 490 00356 37 156 77 1120 63
288 00 288 00
2707 22 733 94 68 50 2826 81 200 00 946 71 7483 18
127 72 202 10 30 37 360 19
47 55 139 51 187 06
540 58 88 69 305 00 131 04 1065 3155 00 109 35
89 59 144 35 25 75 283 84
177 16 i o  oo 305 36
22 50 96 68
67 50
20 00 305 00
27 03 12 00 86 06





144 34 22 00 344 19
50 00 217 63 29 77 437 50
2465 60 2735 00 7666 31
150 00 200 00 278 53 370 0C 2748 53
.............. : 366 35 84 94 784 00
265 00 1 102 08 53 0C 420 0845 0C 1001 24
i i i  21 14 76 461 70
15 68 75 00 25 52 195 52
75 00 
1080 06
70 00 52 45 197 45
40 00 667 34 25 00 286 6f 2099 08
20 00 51 30




3 27 211 20
3 5C 13 50
1 76 57 76 21 978 44
51 57
40 67 26 62 166 45
177 00 . .  .1 81 00 258 00
..............  71 7^ 71 74














































































27 0C ............ 12 0C 86 00
Little Falls, 1st ................. 264 07 64 88 355 37Little Falls, 2nd ................ 60 00 10 00 81 85 40 00
766 17




People’s Park .................... 300 00





Pompton Plains ................. 200 24 35 90 626 72Ponds ................................. 80 00
Paterson, 6th ..................
148 76 




Potowa, 1st ......................... 1675 00
Paterson, Union Holl. . . . 
Preakness .........................
69 05 125 0C 10 00 25 00 79 3fi 308 4196 91
Wanaque .............................. 46 18 204 47
W yckoff ............................... 64 72 20 08W. M. Union ....................
Paramus & Passaic 
Women’s Holland Conf.. 50 00
2707 46 ___ . 788 33 6450 68
CLASSIS OF 
PELLA
Bethany ............................... 37 17 17 42
Bethel ...................................
East Prairie Miss.................. 100 00 
187 25 100 00 565 30Ebenezer, Leighton .......... 235 12 i02 93Eddyville ............................. 22 00
Killduff ................................ 28 20
Oskaloosa, Central ............ 16 32 25 00Olivet Miss. Soc.................... 5 00Otley ..................................... 240 01 114 74 5 00





2487 90Pella, 2nd ........................... 18 80 ioo oo 1331 63 
1032 25 
84 10
Pella, 3rd ............................ 337 00 109 10
Prairie City ......................... 65 00 27 89 15 62 22 186 99Sully, 1st ............................. 212 78 10 00
W. M. Union ..................... 57 5 5
D uu 375 13
Total ............................. 2262 40 957 08 125 no 3968 11 7904 01
CLASSIS OF 
PH ILA D ELPH IA
Addisville ............................. 66 15 30 00 73 00 
49 00
16 89 186 04Blawenburg ......................... 48 00
Clover Hill ......................... 8 00 25 00 
205 00 
317 51
223 31 90 00 66 57
< 3 ,51




No. and So. Hampton . . . 282 71 36 53 92 00 63 84 
170 82282 69Philadelphia, 4th .............. 283 00 110 00
Philadelphia, 5th ..............
Falmage Me*m 1 .................
Stanton ................................. 20 00 10 82 4 50 15 51
Three Bridges .................... 28 67 5 00 5 00 43 85 89 84VV. M. Union .................... 5 00 G UU



























































| i i i i
. . , 40 00 10 00 10 00 60 00
79 00 21 55 100 55
71 50 51 00 15 00 137 50
100 00 72 50 172 50
26 00 16 00 6 00 48 00
100 00 
38 02
58 54 158 54
5 00 43 02
146 00 7 00 40 00 193 00
35 00 5 00 7 00 47 00
30 00 3 00 33 00
225 00 90 00 20 00 25 00 25 00 385 00
254 55 3 28 67 62 42 00 367 45
100 00 15 00 22 70 52 10 189 80
22 57 14 91 48 75 5 76 91 99
74 00 40 00 20 00 134 00
75 00 15 00 90 00
245 20 16 57 110 00 46 23 418 00
230 00 16 00 99 18 38 51 383 69
115 00 150 00 15 00 280 00
131 00 10 00 20 00 60 72 221 72
Zion ....................................... 120 00 30 00 10 00 160 00
2257 84
—
172 76 50 00 686 80 547 36 3714 76
CLASSIS OF 
POUGHKEEPSIE
I t  * 384 95 535 00 43 00 43 60 1006 55
15 00 15 00
5 00 5 00
287 90 42 68 63 19 179 45 81 46 654 68
51 99 40 00 17 96 109 95
66 80 10 00 76 80
23 00 23 00




27 50 4 00 39 50
150 00
110 00
W. M. Union .................... 59 77 59 77








249 6S 41 09 270 65 96 64 658 07
23 50 10 00 13 5( 6 00 53 00
45 00 45 00
75 12 11 0( 71 70 .............. 18 53 176 35
2 5 00 124 19 15 0( 164 19





250 45 70 0( 1837 11
............... 271 7( io 9- 825 00 1357 64
128 28 82 39 10 00 162 0( .............. 69 61 452 2810 0( .............. 20 00
43 97 25 86 93 88 17 3C 181 01
94 95 94 95
80 0C 26 9. 125 0C ............ 20 0C 251 91
27 88 27 88



















































38 24 21 75 21 50
120 00 22 50 25 00
133 26
14 27 2 45 30 00 11 86
55 90
70 00 68 34 53 62
162 53 150 00 167 62
57 06 14 39 66 00
5 00 5 00
42 00
28 73
67 26 20 00 87 2f\
50 00 10 00
5 00
W. M. Union ..................... 21 25
584 36 256 93 21 50 750 88 1829 99
CLASSIS OF
ROCHESTER
Abbe ..................................... 430 00 100 00 448 53 710 00 1688 53
88 32 26 67 125 88 53 67 294 54
366 50 60 00 22 50 281 00
37 58 37 58
64 27 20 00 48 27 132 54
Clymer Hill ........................ 60 17 3 96 86 84 16 37 167 34
279 93 99 36 458 89 88 74 926 92
73 32 144 12
127 50 100 17 130 00 55 00 412 67
40 00 98 29 6 24 196 22 73 29 414 04
35 00 37 07i.............. 170 16 10 00 252 23
55 00 83 30 135 00 92 80 366 10
171 21 473 00 30 00 674 21
623 11 155 00 460 50 1182 07 2420 68
52 20 29 71 82 34 8 70
29 09 29 09
171 55 171 55
86 80 24 00 258 25 25 03 394 08
Rochester Miss. Fest............





Total ............................. 2775 92 1009 08 28 74 3622 07 1182 07 1296 22 9914 10
CLASSIS OF
SARATOGA
45 50 25 00 50 50 18 00 139 00
10 00 5 00 15 00
180 00 30 54 75 00 236 00 521 54
Ft. Miller ............................ 10 00 10 00 20 00
6 46 18 00 24 46
128 48 12 00 146 82 41 81 329 11
8 00 37 50 2 00 47 50
47 00 15 00 52 00 17 00 131 00
89 50 89 50
30 00 30 00
W.' M. Union ..................... 20 41 20 41































































97 85 73 00 5 00 175 85
Amity (Vischer’s Ferry) . . ___ . J .............. • 25 00 31 60
100 00 75 00 30 00 205 00
69 87 4 20 122 14 20 84 217 05
39 46 110 51 10 07 160 04
43 00 10 00 296 28 25 00 374 28
16 43 75 70 92 13
78 00 118 91
20 00 60 00 20 00 100 00
33 25 312 74 24 71 29 75 400 45
697 00 103 00 532 00 110 20 1442 20
Schenectady, Bellevue . . . 
Schenectady, Mt. Pleasant.
1404 00 57 86 324 03 282 53 2068 42
30 00 7 50 241 47 48 75 439 22
176 94 443 89 45 17 666 00
10 00
50 00 25 00 48 00 20 00 143 00
W M Union . 82 75 82 75
Total ............................. 2916 81 230 06 7 50 2900 51 24 71 647 31 6726 90
CLASSIS OF 
SCHOHARIE
28 20 16 20 7 20 51 60
25 00 76 96 10 00 111 96
10 00 10 00
27 00 27 00
50 00 47 11 10 00 107 11
52 00 41 85 93 14 186 99
52 80 39 70 13 20 105 70
90 60 10 40 101 00
15 00 26 00 5 00 46 00
W M Union 12 43 12 43
323 60 .............. 297 65 138 54 759 79
CLASSIS OF 
EAST SIOUX
100 00 60 65 9 46 213 10 145 75 528 96
77 00 15 00 16 00 11 00 119 00
39 74 11 34 5 04 56 12
144 00 228 00 210 00 57 00 639 00
Firth 21 26 25 84 9 57 56 67
317 16 134 00 25 00 476 16
350 00 155 Of 22 50 270 00 280 00 1077 50
46 87 20 00 22 56 5 58 95 01
425 00 255 00 20 00 282 20 60 00 117 64 1159 84
53 00 11 64 20 00 16 77 101 41
15 02 10 00 12 91 37 93
21 50 39 50
53 40 45 00 98 40
10 86 11 37 10 88 33 11
12 00 12 00
I 1266 00 138 43 17 50 167 90 195 50 17 65 1802 98
932 02 10 00 362 50 216 50 1110 00 2631 02
Pella . 76 91 120 00 15 20 212 11
46 74 166 90 .............. 84 52 11 94 310 10
15 02 11 35 8 01 34 38
6 90 6 90
17 41 23 43 5 00 .............. 13 39 59 23
180 00 133 00 11 17 165 50 .............. 35 00 524 67
23 74 13 2f .............. 18 63 6 06 61 63
Rock Rapids and Orange
City Miss. Fest..................
Firth, Nebr., Miss. Fest.
57 90 19 36 77 26
4 5 40 45 40
198 89 . . 198 89





















Sioux Center, 1st ........






























































40 00 84 50
103 63 165 00 
15 5841 00
10 00
9 00 10 00









21 40 11 90 
154 36
85 73 69 50 139 25 21 89
1745 53 140 00 217 67
23 OS 98 35 10 60
410 67 15 81 498 99 
236 40
680 70 
53 13215 14 13 12
565 73 170 00 235 00 47 25
101 07 75 00







25 00 434 50 
302 41




40 00 137 50 37 61
55. 75 18 00 50 00
27 88 11 16
95 82 30 50
992 43











Jay Gould Mem'l . . . 
Ch. of the Comforter 















W est Hurley ............
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Milwaukee, 1st . . . .
Oostburg .................
Randolph ................
Sheboygan Falls, 1st 
Sheboygan, Hope . . .
Vesper ......................
Waupun, 1st .......... .
Waupun Miss. Fest. 
































































































































































































































2005 59 58 52 8 54 3233 IQ
1529 23 55 00 IO on 67
1986 66 250 75 5 00 1843 68
584 36 256 93 21 50 750 XR
Rochester ............................ 2775 92 1009 08 28 74 3622 07 1182 07 1296 22 9914 io
435 44 82 54 529 71
Schenectady ....................... 2916 81 230 06 7 50 2900 51 24 7i 647 31 6726 90
323 60 297 65 138 54
Total ............................ 12557 61 1942 88 81 28 14090 48 1442 78 3537 27 33652 30
PARTICULAR SYNOD
OF CHICAGO
Chicago ................................ 6817 95 1972 45 321 47 4456 96 441 00 4166 91 18176 74
Grand Rapids .................... 10752 51 5150 35 156 00 5955 01 340 00 4221 28 26575 15
Holland ............................... 12810 28 3779 22 203 37 9410 22 1472 00 3268 21 30943 30
3331 18 151 94 1218 31 123 76 404 60 5229 79
Kalamazoo ........................... 3515 62 768 26 52 55 2294 61 600 00 485 74 7516 78
Muskegon ........................... 4997 17 516 97 78 84 2080 82 405 50 1052 35 9131 65
Wisconsin ........................... 6375 55 1413 07 169 32 3154 97 71 00 2294 03 13477 94
Total ............................. 48400 26 13752 26 981 55 28570 90 3453 26 15893 12 111051 35
PARTICULAR SYNOD
OF IOWA
262 87 61 47 10 00 205 96 97 66 617 96
Dakota ................................. 2291 7l 168 26 20 00 2849 49 102 96 377 65 5810 07
1009 27 37 36 43 75 240 32 156 27 1486 97
Pella ..................................... 2262 40 957 08 125 oo 3968 11 591 42 7904 01
2257 84 172 76 50 00 686 80 547 36 3714 76
East Sioux ........................ 4297 95 1295 86 90 63 2388 99 633 75 1788 00 10495 18
W est Sioux ........................ 8330 45 934 34 70 81 2991 25 1023 48 1470 22 14820 55
Total ............................. 20712 49 3627 13 410 19 13330 92 1760 19 5028 58 44869 50
PARTICULAR SYNOD
NEW BRUNSW ICK
2349 68 360 64 61 00 2070 66 689 48 5531 46
2584 52 149 83 1430 25 555 67 0 7
639 56 148 69 1142 01 169 04 2099
Newark ................................ 4071 14 85 21 20 89 4291 88 9 00 1403 03 9881 15
3641 59 252 14 15 OO 3221 39 5? 1
Palisades ............................. 2707 22 733 94 68 50 2826 81 200 00 946 71 7483 18
Paramus .............................. 10082 92 820 00 25 00 6305 99 3230 49 1307 65 21772 05
Passaic ................................. 2707 46 265 45 10 00 2600 44 79 00 788 33 6450 68
Philadelphia ........................ 1336 77 125 69 9 50 1130 37 90 00 445 49 3137 82
Raritan ................................. 2434 48 233 01 50 00 1662 44 10 94 1152 54 5543 41
Total ............................. 32555 34 3174 60 259 89 26682 24 3619 43 7979 21 74270 71
PARTICULAR SYNOD
NEW YORK
1454 08 219 07 22 50 896 73 3 54 54
North Long Island .......... 3151 23 219 95 36 00 2395 56 50 00 2268 81 8121 55
South Long Island .......... 6001 44 454 22 12 32 5555 57 100 00 1368 55 13492 10
New York ........................... 16230 66 705 64 99 00 15670 13 1845 00 2183 75 36734 18
1669 57 185 00 1283 24 771
Poughkeepsie ...................... 1166 62 42 68 63 19 959 22 43 00 171 02 2445 73
Ulster ................................... 2615 39 213 62 138 28 1607 70 861 62 304 06 5740 67
W estchester ........................ 4478 88 201 74 5270 40 3 10 1615 61 11569 73
Total ............................. 36767 87 2241 92 371 29 33638 55 2902 72 9037 50 84959 85
Grand Total .............. 150993 57)24738 79 2104 20 116313 09 13178 38 41475 68 348803 71
B O A R D  O F  F O R E IG N  M IS S IO N S
F ro m  Indiv iduals— N ot T h ro u g h  C hurches
“A Friend” .....................................$ 5 00
“A Friend” ....................................  20 00
‘‘A Friend” ....................................  500 00
“A Friend” ....................................  10 00
*‘A Friend” .............. .....................  5,050 00
“A Friend of Missions” ................  25 00
“A Friend of Missions” ................  2,000 00
A Member of Ref. Ch., Martin,
Mich..........................................  5 00
American Bible Society.......... 200 00
Anonymous Donor ......................... 1,000 00
Associate Ch., Newburgh, N. Y. 47 50
Beall, Mrs. Lillie Scudder..........  25 00
Beardsley, Rev. J. W., J r .....  1,000 00
Bilkert, Mr. P ............................ 5 00
Blackstone, Trustee, VVm. E. 6,250 00
Bogart, John L.......................... 100 00
Bogart, Isabel ............................... 5 00
Boldt, H. R......................................  5 00
Boter, Mr. D................................ 25 00
Boterman, John ............................. 100 00
Burr, Mrs. Frances......................... 25 00
Burr, Mrs. H. C............................  50 00
Burrgraaf, Rev. and Mrs. N........ 375 00
Buys, Mr. Jam es............................ 50 00
Chamberlain, Rev. L. B.........  25 00
Chamberlain Mem’l F un d ...... 25 00
Chicago Missionary Committee.. 275 00
Clark, Miss Mary H ...............  10 00
Class of 1893— Northfield Sem ... 90 00
Cleveland Trust Fund, George. . 92 00
Cortelyou, Peter ............................. 100 00
Corwin. Rev. Chas. E .............  5 00
Craig, Rev. Horace P.............. 18 00
Crane, Rev. J. C...................... 10 00
Cutler, Miss Ethel..................  50 00
Dailey, Rev. W. N. P., D.D.......  5 00
Dejonge, Mr. Chris.................. 10 00
Dejong, Peter B........................ 10 00
DenHerder, Mr. J ...................  200 00
DeRuiter, Mr. A.....................  5 00
DeValois Mission Syndicate........ 495 00
Dosker, Mr. C...........................  500 00
Douwstra, Rev. H ...................  15 00
Dubbink, Miss M argaret........ 5 00
Duryee, Rev. J. R., D.D.......  200 00
Estate of George Cleveland . . . .  42 30
Estate of Mary F. H ag am an .... 12 47
Estate of Elsie Manton ..............  20 00
Ettema, Nick .................................  150 00
Fagg, Miss K., and Mrs. F. D .. .  10 00
Franklin Sunday School.......  15 00
“ Friends” .......................................  37 00
“ From a Friend” .................... 5 00
Gebhard, Rev. and Mrs. J. G., Sr. 5 00
Gerla, J. H ...............................  10 00
Gowen, Rev. I. W., D.D....... 5,000 00
Hageman, Mrs. J. A...............  5 00
Heemstra, John and fam ily..........  700 00
Heidenwereld Pub. Co..................  100 00
Hofstra, John .................................  5 00
Home Folks Syndicate..................  700 00
Hope College ...................................  650 00
Huizenga, G. F ................................  30 00
Israel, Isaac ...................................  50 00
Ketchum, LeGrand VV....................  625 00
Kiel, Dr. and Mrs. Lee H ............  80 00
Klein, VVm.........................................  2 00
Knekaard, Dr. P. J ........................  100 00
Kruyf, Frederick ......................... 5 00
Kuweit Church ............................. 70 00
Lake, Miss Agnes N....................  60 00
Lloyd, John E., Ph.D....................  500 00
Lokker, Mr. and Mrs. C. J ..........  20 00
“Lord’s Fund-M” ........................... 11 75
Loyal Temperance Legion and
Miss K. Deyo, Wallkill, N. Y.. 10 00
MacNair, Rev. VVilmer................. 21 75
Martin, Robert ...............................  50 00
Montbaan, Miss Sarah................... 100 00
Mulder, Mrs. L................................  25 00
Nauta, Jacob ...................................  5 00
New Brunswick Theol. Students. 90 00
Norris, Mrs. R. A.......... ................  100 00
Nykerk, Dr. J. B............................  5 00
Oele, Mr. and Mrs. J ....................  25 00
Olcott, Miss A. VV.......... ................ 35 00
Olcott, Mrs. E. E...........................  25 00
Oudemolen, Mrs. M........................  50 00
Paalman, Mrs. J. H ......................  200 00
Peters, Miss Nanna H eath ........  100 00
Poppen, Mrs. A nna......................... 5 00
Poppen, Rev. H. A........................  250 00
Read, Rev. E. G., D.D................  10 00
Reinhardt, E. A llan....................... 100 00
Ros, Mr. and Mrs. VVm................  30 00
Sandbolte, Mrs. J ............................  5 00
Scholtens, Henry ........................... 125 00
Schuyler, Miss Gertrude..............  15 00
Scudder, Eric .................................  15 00
Scudder, S. D..................................  100 00
Smallcgan-DeKlein Syndicate . . .  700 00
Spaanstra, Sydney ......................... 25 00
Stegeman, Jannes, Deceased,
(Conditional Gift) ..................... 400 00
Stryker, A., J r ................................. 200 00
Swambag, Mrs. G..........................  25 00
Swick, Mrs. M. S..........................  1,000 00
Takken. E. E ..................................... 5 00
Taylor, Miss M............................... 50 00
TerMaat, Thomas ......................... 5 00
“Thank Offering” ......................... 5 00
Three Cents a Day Fund, VV. D.
B. and family............................. 7 72
Three Cents a Day Fund, A
Friend .........................................  2 58
Three Cents a Day Fund, E. I. D. 2 82
Front Individuals—not through Churches— (Continued)
Three Cents a Day Fund, J. B. H. 8 93
Three Cents a Day Fund, G P .. 2 58
Three Cents a Day Fund, N. H. P. 5 88
Three Cents a Day Fund, A. E. T. 2 58
Tithing Family, Westfield, No. Dak. 35 00
Trompen, J. N................................  700 00
“Two Friends” ............................... 100 00
“Two Friends” ...............................  100 00
“Two Old Friends” ....................... 10,000 00
Vander Molen, Miss Emma........  22 50
Vand^r Ploeg, E ............................  5 00
Vander Velde, Miss J ....................  40 00
Van Dyk, Mrs. D. F. (Life
Member) ...................................  25 00
Van Laar, L ....................................  2 50
Van Olinda, Miss J ........................  15 00
Van Oostenbrugge, John ............  50 00
Van Santvoord, M. V..................  30 00
Van Staveren, Dr. W. B..............  74 75
Van Vranken, Mrs. F. V ............ 5 00
Veenker, Rev. G..............................  10 00
Voorhees, Mrs. M. S......................  25 00
Voorhees, Rev. Oscar, D.D..........  40 00
Wagner, C. C................................... 5 00
Waldron, Miss F. E......................  10 00
Welmers, Mr. and Mrs. A. J . . . .  100 00
Welmers, Rev. Thomas................. 25 00
Women of Basrah Church..........  50 00
Woodbridge, Miss Anna D..........  20 00
Zwemer, Rev. S. M., D.D............  10 00
Legacies
From the Estate of Ernst Hoffstaetter................................................................. $ 100 00
Charlotte S. Vanderbilt.......................................................  500 00
Andrew Peck ........................................................................  1,000 00
John W. Champlin................................................................ 1,871 62
H. J. Deters ..........................................................................  200 00
Alice W. Torrey ..............................................   50,000 00
Garret V. S tryker.................................................................. 50 00
Elizabeth B. H arris.............................................................. 1,900 00
Richard J. DeBay.................................................................. 50 00
Nettie M. Roberson.............................................................. 5,000 00
S. J. Sloan..............................................................................  25 00
H arriet E. S tout....................................................................  462 00
Sarah W. DeWitt (For A rabia).....................................  2,000 00
Susan A. E lliott..............................................   470 00
G. J. Nevenzel........................................................................  300 00
Legacy designated as Permanent Fund:
Charles E. Moore.................................................................. 475 00
$64,403 62
T H E  A R A B IA N  M IS S IO N
F ro m  Ind iv iduals— N ot T h ro u g h  C hurches
Aber, Miss Ethelyn....................... 5 00
“A Friend” .....................................  5 00
“A Friend” .....................................  500 00
“A Friend” .....................................  100 00
“A Friend” .....................................  100 00
“ A Friend” .....................................  5 00
Alliance of Ref. and Christian
Ref. Churches .............................  171 50
Alison, M............................................ 15 00
Baldwin, W. A................................  5 00
Becker, Mrs. K. Grupe................. 50 00
Blackstone, Trustee, Wm. E . . . . .  7,250 00
Burrgraaf, Rev. and Mrs. M .. . .  125 00
Cadmus, Mrs. M. H ......................  6 30
Cantine. Rev. James, D.D............ 100 02
Cantine, Miss K. H ........................  10 00
Chicago Missionary Com m ittee... 35 00
Coles, Dr. J. Ackerman................. 1,000 00
Collender, L. D................................  1 00
Cortelyou, Mr. J. G........................  25 00
Cortelyou, Peter, and Mrs. J. H.
Garretson ............................   1,100 00
Davison, Miss Flora M................  21 50
Dejong, Rev. J . P..........................  10 00
Den Herder, J .................................  110 00
DePree Co., The Wra....................  100 00
Dosker, C...........................................  100 00
Drummond, Miss Helen................. 20 00
Duryee, Rev. J. R., D.D..............  100 00
Ferens, Mrs. Edith Weatherby. . 10 00
French, Mrs. L. C..........................  25 00
Garretson, Mrs. J. H ....................  50 00
Gebhard, Rev. J. G., Sr................  10 00
Hamel, Miss Georgiana................. 25 00
Hasbrouck, Miss M. L. B............  5 00
Haulenbeek, Rev. C. J ..................  10 00
Hay, Mrs. E. A. 1..........................  2 30
Hill, Mr. Theophilus..................... 4 00
Hills Bros. Co................................  1,000 00
Hoagland, Jacob H ........................  2 00
Holden, R. S..................................... 1 00
Janeway, J. J ..................................  100 00
Jenny, Mrs. A................................  10 00
Joldersma, S. H ............................... 10 00
Karsten, Misses A. and J ............ 45 00
Knox, Mrs. Chas. H ......................  100 00
Laurent, Miss A. F ........................  1 00
LeFevre, George ........................... 10 00
“Lord’s Fund-M” ......................... 3 00
Maat, Rev. G. H............................  2 00
MacNair, Rev. W..........................  3 00
McCully, Rev. Edgar 1................  3 00
Meigs, F. J ....................................... 500 00
Merry, The Misses........................... 25 00
Miner, Mrs. E. D..........................  100 00
Moody Bible Institu te ................... 150 00
Mulford, Rev. H. D. B................  25 00
Naylor, Miss E. C..........................  15 00
Overocker, Miss N........................  10 00
Perry, Rev. H. L., D.D................  5 00
Peterson, Wm. A............................  100 00
Read, Rev. E. G., D.D..................  5 00
Ref. Ministerial Association of
Albany, N. Y.............................  10 00
Rice, Miss Laura W ade..............  1 00
Richards, Mr. and Mrs. Theo.. . .  50 00
Romaine, Theo. and D em arest... 35 00
Rykenboer, Miss E. S..................  55 00
Sanson, Miss K ittie.....................  10 00
Scholtens, Henry ........................... 50 00
Schomp, Rev. W. W......................  10 00
Sioux County Syndicate..............  2,200 00
Steketee, Rev. J. B.......................  5 00
Strang, Miss Grace 0 ..................  100 00
Stryker, Miss F.............................. 5 00
Suydam, Matthew ......................... 500 00
Three Cents a Day Fund, W. D.
B. and family...............................  1 97
Three Cents a Day Fund, E. I. D. 72
Three Cents a Day Fund, A
Friend .........................................  66
Three Cents a Day Fund, J. B. H. 2 28 
Three Cents a Day Fund, G. P . . 66
Three Cents a Day Fund, N. H. P. 1 50 
Three Cents a Day Fund, A. E. T. 66
Trompen, Mr. and Mrs. J. N .. .  120 00
“Two Friends” ...............................  50 00
“Two Old Friends” ....................... 1,100 00
Vail, Miss Lena E..........................  30 00
Van de Walle, W. L ...................... 5 00
Vennema, Rev. A., D .D .............  110 00
Watson, Mrs. Wm. L ....................  50 00
Weber, Edward R..........................  5 00
Webster, Miss M. C......................  5 00
Williams, Mrs. G. E ......................  5 00
Woodbridge, Miss A. D................  10 00
Woolley, Mr. P au l......................... 5 00
Zwemer, Miss Nellie....................... 25 00
RECEIPTS OF THE BOARD SINCE 1857, IN PERIODS O* 
FIVE YEARS, WITH TOTALS AND AVERAGES.
Years. Receipts. T o ta ls fo r Five Years.
A verage for 
F ive Years. Increase.
Total, 1858-1S62. J134,055 4S 126,811 101863............................ *42,257 361864............................ 35,391 181865............................ 82,038 221866............................ 55,783 75
1867........................... •63,030 89



























548,607 53 109,721 50 29,012 02
1893........................... 136,68.8 10
1894........................... 106,571 48
1895........................... t i l l , 288 00
1890........................... 154,139 42
1897........................... 111,111 89
















1,176,746 71 235,349 34 74,287 941913............................ 255,838 47
1914........................... 321,942 58
1915............................ 300,752 51
1916............................. 309,419 86 | 1
1917............................. 302,453 02










D e c r e a t t .
$2,495 03
* In addition $56,500 were given by Mr. W arren Ackerman to remove the debt resting 
on the Board.
t  In addition $45,335.06 were given for the Endowment of the Theological Seminary 
m t *ie J^ rcot: Mission, through the efforts of Rev. Jacob Chamberlain, D.D.
$ From 1895, receipts of the Arabian Mission are included.
A udito rs’ S ta tem en t
The Board of Foreign Missions, R. C. A., May 15, 1925.
25 East 22nd Street,
New York City,
Gentlemen:
The books, records and accounts of your Board as kept by the Treasurer have 
been audited by us for the year ended April 30, 1925, and as a result thereof we 
submit the statements listed on the Index immediately following. These statements are 
in agreement with the books and, in our opinion, set forth the operations of the Board 
for the year and its financial condition at the close thereof.
The cash received as appearing in the Cash Book, supported by the Collection 
Record, was found to be in agreement with deposits credited by the Banks. Disburse­
ments were compared with the canceled checks returned by the Banks and the balances 
of cash in Banks as of April 30. 1925, were confirmed by the depositories, after giving 
consideration to receipts and payments to and including May 4. 1925, which were con­
sidered as transactions completed prior to April 30, 1925. The cash on hand was 
verified by actual count.
The investment securities were counted at the vault while the bonds and mort­
gages were examined in your office. The deficiency judgment obtained on sale of the 
property at 69 W est 10th Street, New York City, amounting to $676.10, still appears 
among the assets although there is no change in the conditions surrounding this trans­
action.
Liberty Bonds with a par value of $50,900, were sold during the year at an amount 
exceeding the book value by $1,192.97.
The Statement of Revenue and Expenditures reflects the change in all funds, 
except those of a permanent or trust nature, which increased as follows:
Increase in General Trust Funds:
North Reformed Church, Passaic. N. J ....................................  $12,500.00
Charles E. Moore............................................................................  475.00
John H. Oerter Memorial F un d .................................................  150.00
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Kollen Memorial Fund—
transferred from Conditional G ifts....................................  3,750.00
---------------  $16,875.00
Less:
Cornelius Punt Fund—remitted for purpose designated $2,099.25 
K. Schaddelee Fund, matured—transferred to Collections. 111.79
---------------  2,211.04
Net Increase to General T rust F u nds........................... $14,663.96
Increase in Conditional Gifts:
Additional Funds received:
J. H. S........................................................................................  $5,000.00
A Friend from Meservey, Iow a........................................  500.00
William Schmitz ....................................................................  4,525.00
Less—Gifts matured:
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Kollen—transferred to
General Trust Funds.............................................  $3,750.00
Jannes Stegcman— (50% sent to Domestic Board)
balance to Collections................   800.00
Mrs. Theodora Hagens—to Collections.................... 500.00
$10,025.00
5,050.00
Net Increase of Conditional G ifts.................................  $ 4.975.00
The special account of cash in bank represents two letters of credit sent to the 
fields out of moneys received for transmissions, amounting to $65,000. These credits 
were paid on May 12, 1925, and will practically eliminate the special deposit on the 
one hand and transmissions unremitted at April 30, 1925, on the other hand.
Following your usual procedure, there has been remitted to the three fields in the 
East the sum of $44,151.65, against the budget of the ensuing year and ex-appropria­
tion item appearing among the liabilities as of April 30, 1925. These checks are not 
considered as disbursements until presented for payment in New York.
Respectfully yours, LOOMIS, SUFFERN & FERNALD.
Certified Public Accountants.
Board of Foreign Missions, May 16, 1925.
Reformed Church in America.
25 East 22nd Street, New York, N. Y.
Gentlemen:
The Bonds and Securities of the 
1925. and set forth particularly in 
Auditors and found correct. .
Board as noted in the Balance Sheet of April 




Par Value of the Stocks and Bonds is ......................................... $268,600.00
Their Value on our Books................................................................ 276,513.60
Market Value April 30, 1925.......................................................... 275,919.67
The Mortgages are in hand and necessary adjustment requiring attention in the 
hands of Counsel for settlement.
Yours truly, (Signed) W. E dw . F oster,
Chairman Finance Committee.
Statem en t of Revenue and E xpend itu res
MAY 1, 1924 TO A PR IL  30, 1925




Income from Invested Funds for general work:
Conditional Gifts ............................................................................  $2,336.16
Endowment Funds ................................................................................ 1,868.39
Security Funds ...................................................................................... 2,700.10
General Funds ...................................................................................... 8,356.82
Income from Invested Funds available for specific work:
Hospitals and Schools .................................................................. $2,699.32
Ministerial Education in Ind ia...................................................  963.10
Support of Native Pastors in Ind ia ...........................................  884.97
Income from Trust Funds held by Board of D irection..
Interest on Bank Balances......................... ..............................
Miscellaneous Interest ..............................................................
Profit on Sale of Securities......................................................
Gifts for specific purposes—Exhibit “ C” .............................
Income from Investments held in trust for other Boards 
Received for transmission to others—Schedule No. 3 . . . .
Total Revenue ................................................... ........
E xpenditures
Mission W ork:
Amoy Mission ................................................................................  $ 81,514.42
Arcot Mission ..................................................................................  124,513,07
Japan Mission .................................................................................. 91,281.11
$297,308.60
Interest on Bank Loans..........................................................................  1,516.68
Home Expenditures:
Stationery and Supplies .....................................  $ 381.61
Annual Report ........................................................ 925.46
Auditing ....................................................................  250.00
Books purchased ...................................................  85.20
The Christian Intelligencer and Mission Field 2,050.00
Circulars and Prin ting ...........................................  215.75
Exchange .............. : ................................................. .56
Expenses of District Secretary........................... 246.00
Rent and Office Expense of District Secretary 492.00
Illustrating Literature ...........................................  124.00
Missionary Boxes, Envelopes, etc........................  55.82
Office Furniture and Repairs...............................  207.88
Pamphlets and Leaflets.........................................  706.63
Postage, Telegrams and Cables...........................  592.37
Progress Council ...................................................  2,810.74
Rent and Care of Office.......................................  1,774.57
Salaries of Officers.................................................  12,404.84
Office Salaries .......................................................... ,5,310.85
Telephone .................      234.63
Traveling Expense among Churches................... 1,248.60

















Foreign Mission Conference..............................    704.00
Anglo-American Committee ..................................................................  200.00
Contributions to Missionary Associations.........................................  349.00
Contributions to Publications..............................................................  650.00
Hertzog Hall Missionary Home............................................................  500.27
Remittances to Missions of Income from Invested Funds not
within appropriations .....................................................  3,621.50
Annuities on Conditional Gifts............................................................  1.875.69
Remittances of Trust Fund Income to other Boards................... 6.987.50
Expenditures of Gifts for specific purposes—Exhibit “ C” ........  40,307.41
Transmissions remitted— Schedule No. 3 ..........................................  87,366.71
Legacies remitted for Improvements and Repairs to Buildings. 25,690.00
Temporary Funds disbursed..................................................................  3,562.32
Total Expenditures ......................................................................................... 501,401.33
Excess of Revenue from all sources over Expenditures made—for
year ended April 30, 192’5 ....................................................................  $ 77,168.35
Add:
Remittances from Balances existing May 1, 1924:
Designated Gifts ....................................................................  $18,367.11
Temporary Funds ..................................................................  3,562.32
Trust Fund Income for other Boards...............................  52.43
-------------   21,981.86
$ 99,150.21
Deduct:
Legacies reserved for Permanent Improvements................... $32,938.62
Income from Funds for specific work......................................  286.12
Transmissions not sent o u t............................................   66,137.51
------------------  99,362.25
Balance, Deficit, for year ended April 30, 1925 (below)............. $ 212.04
Surp lus Account
Balance at May 1, 1924 (D e fic it) ................................................................................  $ 27,296.81
Deficit for year—as above...............................................................................................  212.04
Deficit, April 30, 1925—Exhibit “ B” $ 27,508.85
S ta tem en t of A ssets and L iabilities
A PRIL 30, 1925







Securities and Real Estate— Schedule No. 1 ..
Loan to Arabian Mission.....................................
Prepayments to Missions.......................................
Advance to Amoy Mission for Working Fund
Prepaid Interest on Bonds purchased..............












Total Assets ..................................................................................................... $629,427.78
Excess of Liabilities over Assets—Exhibit “ A” .....................................................  27,508.85
Liabilities
Funds— Schedule No. 2:
Trust Funds:
Principal ...........................................................  $403,209.47
Accumulated Income ..................................... 11,881.84
------------------  $415,091.31
Conditional Gifts ............................................................................  43,825.00
Security Funds ................................................................................  66,153.83
Borrowed from Amoy Mission...........................................
Designated Gifts not yet remitted—Exhibit “ C” ..........
Balance for transmission—Schedule No. 3 ...................
Legacies reserved for Permanent Improvements........
Insurance Fund ....................................................................










T H E  B O A R D  O F  F O R E IG N  M IS S IO N S , R.C.A.
S tatem en t of R eceipts and  D isbursem ents of D esignated  Gifts
FOR TH E YEAR ENDED A PRIL 30, 1925 
EX H IB IT  “ C”
Receipts
Gifts Ex-appropriation—For Amoy Mission.............................................................. $ 7,199.28
Gifts Ex-appropriation—For Arcot Mission..............................................................  10,007.23
Gifts Ex-appropriation—For Japan Mission..............................................................  1,518.53
Newspaper Evangelism in Japan ..................................................................................  1,336.54
Tindivanam High School................................................................................................. 500.00
Japan Christmas F un d ..................................................................................................... 1,378.72
Total Receipts—Exhibit “A” ........................................................................  $21,940.30
D is b u rscmc n ts
Gifts Ex-appropriation—For Amoy Mission.....................................  $ 3,227.95
Gifts Ex-appropriation—For Arcot Mission.....................................  10,407.23
Gifts Ex-appropriation—For Japan Mission.....................................  5,427.97
Newspaper Evangelism in Japan......................................................... 1,821.13
Tindivanam High School........................................................................  500.00
Japan Christmas F u n d ............................................................................  18,923.13
Total Disbursements—Exhibit “A” ............................................................ 40,307.41
Excess of Disbursements over Receipts...................................................  $18,367.11
Balance unremitted— May 1. 1924..............................................................................  29,971.01
Balance unremitted April 30, 1925—Exhibit “ B” .................................................  $11,603.90
S ta tem en t of In v es tm en t Securities
A PR IL  30, 1925
EX H IB IT  “ B" SCHEDULE NO. 1
Railroad and Industrial Bonds:
1M B. & O. Railroad Co., Ref. & Gen. Mort. 5%. 1995
10M B. & O. Railroad Co., 1st Mortgage 4%, 1948........
10M B. & O. Railroad Co., Equipment 5%, 1937..............
2M Broadway Realty Co., 1st Mort 5%, 1926.................
$500 Cedar Rapids Mfg. & Power Co., 1st Mort. 5%, 1953
10M American Tel. & Tel. Co., Deb. 5%, 1960.................
11M C. R. R. of New Jersey. Gen. Mort. 5%, 1 9 3 7 .... 
$500 Central Indiana Power Co., 1st Ref. 6%, 1 9 4 7 .... 
2M Chicago & Alton R. R. Co.. Equipment 6%, 1936. 
1M C , M. & St. P. Railway Co.. Equipment 5%, 1936
6M Cleveland Union Terminal Co., S'A%, 1972............
2M Cuban-American Sugar Co., 1st Mort. 8%, 1931...
1M Detroit Edison Co., 1st Mort. 5%, 1933.....................
13M Detroit River Tunnel Co., 1st Mort. 4J/$%, 1961... 
29M Illinois Central Railroad Co., 1st Mort. 3}^%, 1951 
6M Lehigh Valley Railway Co.. 1st Mort. 4^4%, 1940
3M Manhattan Railway Co., Cons. 4%. 1990...................
10M Minn.. St. P. & S. St. Marie R. R. Co.. Gold 4%, 1938
1M N. Y. C. Railroad Co., Cons. Mort. 4%, 1998........
17M N. Y. C. & H R. R. R. Co., Deb. 4%, 1934..........
1M N. Y. Gas, Electric Light, Heat & Power Co.,
Prior Mort. 4%, 1949.............................................
3M Niagara Falls Power Co., 1st Cons. 6%, 1950........
6M No. Pac. R. R. Co., Ref. &• Imp. 4 ^ % , 2047........
15M No. Pac. R. R. Co., Ref & Imp. 5%, 2047............
5M Pennsylvania Railroad Co., Gen. Mort. 5%. 1968.. 
2M Pennsylvania R. R. Co., Gen., Ser. “ A”, 4 Vj %, 1965 
$4,600 Phila. & Reading Coal & Iron Co., Ref. 5%, 1973.
9,300 The Reading Co., Gen. & Ref., Series “ A”, 4 ^ % ,
1997 ............................................................................
500 Rochester Gas & Electric Co., Gen. Mort. 7%, 1946 
500 Sherwin-Williams Co. of Canada, 1st & Ref. Mort.
6%, 1941 ....................................................................
15M Southern Pacific Ry. Co., 1st Ref. 4%, 1955..........
13M W est Shore R. R. Co.. 1st Mort. 4%. 2361..........
$500 Wickwire Spencer Steel Co., 1st Mort. 7%, 1935..



































20 shs. American Sugar Refining Co., Pref. 7 % ..................  $ 2,130.00
20 shs. Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe R. R. Co., Pref. 5% 2,020.00
85 shs. Canadian Pacific Railway Co., Common...............  11.985.00
30 shs. Cons. Gas & Elec. Light Co. of Balti., Pref. 6 % .. 3,480.00
30 shs. Delaware, Lackawanna & W estern Coal Co....... 2,647.50
140 shs. Delaware, Lackawanna & W estern Railroad C o .... 18,725.00
5 shs. Kansas City Power & Light Co., 1st Pref. 7 % . . . .  470.00
50 shs. Morris & Essex Railroad Co...................................  4,075.00
20 shs. National Biscuit Co., Pref. 7% ..* ........................  2,480.00
7 shs. Northern States Power Co., Pref. 7% ...............  647.50
79 shs. Pennsylvania Railroad Co.........................................  3,683.38
40 shs. Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, Pref. 7 % .......  4,720.00
65 shs. United States Steel Corp., Pref. 7 % ...................  7,597.50
3 shs. Utica Knitting Co., Pref. 7% ................................ 240.00
------------------  64.900.88
L'nitcd States Liberty Loan Bonds:
$ 50 First Series, 3J4% .............................................................. $ 43.70
7,050 Second Series, 4J4% .........................................................  6,345.62
100 Third Series, 4 J4% ........................................................... 100.00
3,550 Fourth Series, 4 J4% ........................................................  3,550.00
------------------  10,039.32
Bonds and Mortgages:
4049 Brandon Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., G uaranteed..........  $ 2,000.00
Dean Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., G uaranteed..................  9,000.00
Delamar Place, Brooklyn, N. S\, G uaranteed...............  5,500.00
Duffield Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed...............  4,500.00
Franconia Avenue, Flushing, N. Y., G u aran teed .... 5,000.00
343 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., G uaranteed..................... 11,500.00
S t a t e m e n t  of  I n v estm en t  S e c u r it ie s  (.Coininued)
340 H art Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.. Guaranteed................... 3,750.00
Jamaica Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed..........  4.500.00
Avenue L, Brooklyn, N. Y„ G uaranteed......................... 3,000.00
Mansfield Place, Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed............  10,000 00
New Utrecht Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed........  8,500.00
Spruce S t  & Manhattan Ave., Bklyn.. N. Y., Guarantd. 13,000.00
Lee Avenue, Woodside, L. I., Guaranteed..................... 6.000.00
633 Tenth Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed................. 10,000.00
1058 E. 14th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed................ 5,500.00
E. 26th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.. Guaranteed...............  6.000.00
1434 E. 54th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed................ 7,750.00
197th Street, Hollis, L. 1., Guaranteed........................... 4,500.00
323 8th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y„ Guaranteed....................... 3,500.00
76th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed..................... 4,250.00
82d St. & Colonial Rd., Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed 25,000.00
160th Street, Flushins;, L. I., Guaranteed..................... 6,000.00
E. 29th Street., Brooklyn, N. Y., Guaranteed............... 6,500.00
Ellsworth & Everetts Sts., St. Albans, L. 1..................  4,000.00
236 W. 62d Street, New York City..................................... 3,450.00
205 W. 136th Street, New York C i ty . . . ....................... 6,400.00
E. 227th Street, New York City, Guaranteed..............  14,400.00
292 E. 7th Street, New York City...........................................  20,000.00
1445 Minford Place, Bronx, N. Y............................................... 13,250.00
South Drive, Great Neck, L. I., Guaranteed................  8,000.00
Mortgage Bonds:
103 E. 57th Street (Parkab Co.), New York C ity ...
Deficiency under foreclosure:
69 W. 10th Street, New York City (doubtful value) 
Mortgage Notes ............................................................................
Real Estate:






Total Securities—Exhibit “ B $523,489.70
Statem en t of T ru s t and  Security  F unds
A PRIL 30, 1925
Trust Funds:
E X H IB IT  “ B” SCHEDULE NO. 2
Endowment Funds:
Amoy Hospital .................................................
G. J. Kooiker, Bed Endowment—Amoy Hosp
Arcot Industrial School.......................................
Elisabeth H. Blauvelt Memorial H osp ita l... 
C. H. U. Bed Endowment— Blauvelt Hospital 
Scudder Memorial Hospital Endowment Fund 
Scudder Memorial Hospital:
Euphemia Mason Olcott F u n d ...................
Dr. George A. Sandham F und .....................
Elizabeth R. Voorhees College...........................
Jasper W estcrvclt—Neerbosch Hospital............
Isaac Broadhead Fund—Ranipettai H ospital.. 






















Ministerial Education in India:
William R. Gordon F un d .....................................  $ 2,000.00
Joseph Scudder F un d .............................................  2,000.00
Christian Jansen F u n d ..........................................  12,555.36
G. B. Walbridge F un d ..........................................  5,000.00
Ministerial Education in Japan:
John Neefus Fund ................................................
Support of Native Pastors in India:
C. L. Wells Memorial...........................................  $ 894.97 $ 15,316.54
Support of Native Preachers in India:
P. I. and M. V. K. Neefus F un d ..................... $ 14.000.00
Mary Neefus F un d .................................................  4,045.09
Held in trust for others:
*Susan Y. Lansing Fund for Woman’s Board. $ 25.00 $ 5.000.00
Josephine Penfold Fund for Woman’s Board. 103.34 5,000.00
Susan Y. Lansing Fund for Arabian Mission ............... 2,500.00
Alfred DeWitt Mason. Jr.. Fund for Arabian
Mission .............................................................  ............... 5,000.00
Perm anent Fund for support of Medical
Missionary Work in Arabia......................... 3,089.00 101,891.86
$3,167.34 $119,391.86
General Funds:
Caroline E. Ackerman Coles F un d ...........................................  $ 1,000.00
Elizabeth Diehl Memorial F un d ................................................  6,500.00
Garret N. Hopper F un d ................................................................  1,500.00
In Memoriam F un d ........................................................................  500.00
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Kollen Memorial F u n d ..................... 3,750.00
John S. Lyle F un d ..........................................................................  50,000.00
Madison Avenue Reformed Church Fund,..............................  15,000.00
Clarence V. B. and Lucy A. Watson Memorial F un d ........  1,000.00
North Reformed Church, Passaic, N. J., F un d ..................... 12,500.00
John H. Oerter Memorial F un d ................................................  1,159.67
Permanent Fund ............................................................................  14,550.00
A. J. Schaefer Fund ......................................................................  194.25
Semelink Family Mission F un d ................................................  14.000.00
A. C. Van Raalte Mission F un d ................................................  3,000.00
Alida Van Schaick F u n d .............................................................. 30,000.00
A. V. S. Wallace F un d ................................................................ 625.00
Mr. and Mrs. William Walvoord F un d .....................................  1,000.00
Cornelia M. Wallace F un d ............................................................  100.00
Abby L. Wells F un d ......................................................................  5,000.00
Charles E. Moore............................................................................  475.00
Total Trust Funds:
Principal ...................................................................  $403,209.47
Accumulated Income ...........................................  11,881.84
(Continued on page 106)
* The $25 is a remittance in anticipation of revenue, and is therefore 























T rust and S ec urity  F unds  ( .C o n t i n u e d )  
Conditional Gifts:
Derk Bruins .......................................
Rev. A. B. Churchman....................
Peter Cortelyou ...................................
D. J. De Bey .......................................
Jacob P. De Jong .................................
Mr. and Mrs. Roel De Young..........
A Friend from Meservey, Io w a .. . .
Mrs. Jennie Bruins Gliwen..............
Elizabeth Hanking .............................





J. H. S. .................................................
Mary C. Van Brunt ...........................
Mr. and Mrs. J. V isser.......................
Miss Mary Voorhees...........................



















1. 000 .  00 
1, 000.00
500.00




Total Funds—Exhibit “ B' $525,070.14
T H E  B O A R D  O F  F O R E IG N  M IS S IO N S , R.C.A.
S ta tem en t of R eceipts fo r T ransm ission  to  O thers
FOR TH E YEAR ENDED A PRIL 30, 1925
EX H IB IT  “B” SCHEDULE NO. 3
Other Sundry 
Total Boards Individuals
Total Receipts during year—Exhibit “A” .......................$153,504.22 $80,405.26 $73,098.96
Balance unremitted May 1, 1924.......................................  192.27 625.00 817.27
^  $153,696.49 $79,780.26 $73,916.23
Transmitted during year—Exhibit“A” ............................. 87.366.71 79,780.26 7,586.45
Balance unremitted April 30, 1925—Exhibit “ B” .$ 66,329.78 $66,329.78
T H E  A R A B IA N  M IS S IO N
A ud ito rs’ S ta tem en t
F. M. Potter, Esq.,
Treasurer,
The Arabian Mission,
25 East 22nd Street, New York City.
May 18, 1925.
Dear Sir:
We have audited the books, records and accounts of The Arabian Mission for the 
fiscal year ended April 30, 1925, and submit herewith the following statements which 
are in accord with your books and show the results of your operations for the year 
and your financial condition at the close thereof:
EXHIBIT
“A”—STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EX PEN D ITU R ES—
FOR TH E YEAR ENDED A PR IL  30, 1925.
“B ”—STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND L IA B IL IT IES—
A PRIL 30, 1925.
The receipts shown by your Cash Book were in agreement with the deposits 
credited by the Bank, and the disbursements were supported by canceled checks, except 
in the case of a check in the amount of $3,750.00 received from the Milton Stewart 
Fund, which we are informed was sent by instruction of the donor directly to Arabia. 
All income from securities owned has been received, and the securities were 
verified by examination or certificate. The following bonds were held by the Bank 
of the Manhattan Company as collateral security for a loan of $5,000.00:
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company. Ref. 4 % .......... par value $3,000.00
New York Central Railroad Company, Cons. 4 % . . . . par value 1,000.00 
Great Northern Railway Co., 1st Ref. 4J4% ............ Par value 3,000.00
$7,000.00
Exhibit “A” shows an excess of expenditures over income for the year amounting 
to $10,441.92, increasing the deficit at April 30, 1925, to $19,172.55. Liberty Bonds of 
a par value of $1,450.00 were sold during the year at a profit of $20.94.
Following your usual procedure, there has been remitted to Arabia the sum of 
$11,894.03 against the budget of the ensuing year. These checks are not considered 
as disbursements until presented for payment in New York.
Respectfully yours,
LOOMIS, SUFFERN & FERNALD, 
Certified Public Accountants.
The Arabian Mission,
Reformed Church in America,
25 East 22nd Street, New York, N. Y.
May 16, 1925.
Gentlemen:
The Bonds and Securities of the Arabian Mission, as noted in the Balance Sheet 
of April 30, 1925. ami set forth particularly in the Arabian Ledger, have been ex­
amined by the Auditors and found correct.
W e report that:
Par Value of the Stocks and Bonds is ......................................... $10,400.00
Their Value on our Books..................................................................  10,320.00
Market Value April 30, 1925.............................................................. 9,532.39
The Mortgages are in hand and have been duly checked by the certified accountants.
Yours truly,
(Signed) W. E dw . F oster .
Chairman Finance Committee.
T H E  A R A B IA N  M IS S IO N
Statem en t of R evenue and  E xpend itu res
EX H IB IT  “A"
FOR TH E YEAR ENDED A PRIL 30, 1925
R E V E N U E
Collections $69,450.51
Income from Arabian Medical Fund:
For Special Medical Expenses.....................................................  $4,047.25
For Hospital Building F u n d .......................................................... 2,000.00
Income from Trust Funds held by Board of Foreign Missions $137.50
Income from Security Fund Investments .......................................  236.60
Income from Free Investments .........................................................  165.85
Income from Bahrein Hospital Endowment F u n d .................................................
Income from Basrah Hospital Endowment F un d ....................................................
Income from Van Rensselaer Burr, Jr .— Mason Memorial Hospital Endow­
ment Fund .................................................................................................................
Income from Abbie J. Bell F u n d ................................................................................
Gifts for specific purposes.............................................................................................
Received for other Boards............................................................................................
Transmissions ...................................................................................................................
Profit on sale of Liberty Bonds..................................................................................














Remittances to Arabia for Regular W ork.........................................  $73,469.70
Home Office Expenses:
Neglected Arabia ................   $528.87
Rent and Care of Office.........................................  389.43
Salaries of Officers.................................................  2,711.76
Office Salaries .......................................................... 1,165.80
Office Books and Stationery.................................  105.40
Postage, Telegrams, etc...........................................  112.46
Progress Council Expense.....................................  621.00
Books Purchased ...................................................  38.5S
Audit ..........................................................................  75.00
Telephone .................................................................. 36.85
Pamphlets and Leaflets...........................................  171.84
Annual Report ........................................................ 203.20
Illustrated Literature ................      39.20
Circulars and Miscellaneous Prin ting ................. 44.25
District Secretary’s Expenses...............................  54.00
Office Expense of District Secretary................... 108.00
Office Furniture and Repairs...............................  44.50
Interest on Loans.................................................... 233.69
The Christian Intelligencer and Mission Field. 450.00
Travel Expense among Churches......................... 443.48
Sundry Expenses .................................................... 126.00
------------------- $7,703.28
Legacies Disbursed ................................................................................  800.00
Gifts for Specific Purposes.................................................................... 5,810.04
Transmissions ..........................................................................................  4,294.54
Arabian Medical Fund Income.............................................................. 5,000.00
United Mission in Mesopotamia.......................................................... 4,407.72
Disbursed for Other Boards.................................................................. 243.75
Total Expenditures $101,729.03
Excess of Expenditures over Revenue for year $1,198.62
Add:
Remittances from balance existing May 1, 1924:
Legacies ..................................................................................... $800.00
Income for Special Medical Expenses..............................  952.75




Basrah Hospital Endowment Fund Income.............................  $90.90
Hospital Building Fund—reserved.............................................  2,000.00
Designated Gifts—unremitted .....................................................  4,925.96
Receipts for United Mission in Mesopotamia—unrem itted.. 4,947.19
Balance, Deficit, for the Year to Surplus (below)...............................  $10,’44l!92
Surplus
Balance, Deficit, May 3, 1924........................................................................................  $8,730.63
Deficit for the Year—as above......................................................................................  10.441.92
Balance, Deficit, April 30, 1925, Exhibit “B” .........................................  $19,172.55
S ta tem en t of A ssets and L iabilities
E X H IB IT  “ B”
A PR IL  30, 1925
Assets
Cash in Bank.................................................................................. .
Railroad Bonds:
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Co. Ref. 4%—par $5,000. 
New York Central Railroad Co. Cons. 4%—par $1,000 
Great Northern Railway Co. Ref. 4J4%—par $3,000..
U. S. Liberty Bonds:
2nd Issue Converted, 4 ^ % —par $200.00 .......................
3rd Issue Converted, A]/2%—par $1,200.00.....................
Guaranteed Bonds and Mortgages:
1620 East 13th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., 5 ^ % ............
448 New Jersey Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., 5 54% ........
Remittances to Arabia for May and June, 1925...................
Total Assets ....................................................................
Excess of Liabilities over Assets—Exhibit “A” ..
Funds:
Liabilities
Van Rensselaer Burr, Jr.—Mason Memorial Hospital




Abbie J. Bell F u n d ...............................................................
Lewis Francis F un d ............................................................
Borrowed from Bank of Manhattan Company.................................
Borrowed from Board of Foreign Missions, R. C. A....................
Reserved Revenue:
Hospital Building F un d ..................................................................
Legacies Reserved for Permanent Improvements...................
Basrah Hospital Endowment Income— Reserved.....................
Unexpended Balance—Arabian Medical Fund Income........
Gifts Unremitted ............................................................................




































The following list contains the names of missionaries now connected 
with their various Missions, whether in the field or at home expecting 
to return, with their addresses, and also those under appointment.
Letter postage to  all lands here named, five cents fo r the first 
ounce, three cents for each additional ounce or fraction.
Postage on printed m atter one cent and a half fo r two ounces or 
fraction.
AM OY M ISSIO N
Only address—Amoy, China went out
Miss K atharine M. Talm age...........................................................................  1874
Miss M ary E. T alm age....................................................................................  1874
Miss Nellie Zwemer .........................................................................................  1891
Miss M argaret C. M orrison............................................................................  1892
Miss Lily N. Duryee ........................................................................................  1894
Rev. H arry  P. B oot..........................................................................................  1903
Mrs. Anna H. B oot...........................................................................................  1908
Rev. F rank  E ckerson........................................................................................  1903
Rev. H enry J. Voskuil ....................................................................................  1907
Mrs. M ary S. Voskuil .....................................................................................  1908
Rev. H enry P. De P re e ..................................................................................  1907
Mrs. K ate E. De P ree ......................................................................................  1907
Miss K atharine R. Green ..............................................................................  1907
Rev. Stew ard Day ...........................................................................................  1908
Mrs. Rachel S. Day ........................................................................................  1908
Miss Leona V ander L inden............................................................................  1909
Miss Edna K. Beekman....................................................................................  1914
Taeke Bosch, M.D..............................................................................................  1915
Mrs. M argaret B. Bosch..................................................................................  1915
Mr. F red J. W eersing, U niversity of Kansas, Lawrence, K a n s a s .. . .  1915 
Mrs. Bata B. W eersing, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas. . 1915
Rev. Lyman A. T alm an..................................................................................  1916
Mrs. Rose E. Talm an ....................................................................................  1916
Rev. H . Michael Veenschoten........................................................................  1917
Mrs. Stella G. Veenschoten..............................................................................  1917
Rev. H enry Poppen .........................................................................................  1918
Mrs. D orothy T. Poppen..................................................................................  1918
Rev. H arvey I. Todd, W oodstock, New Y ork .............................................  1918
Mrs. E thel L. Todd, W oodstock, N. Y . . . , ................................................... 1921
Rev. Edwin W. Koeppe, 25 E ast 22 Street, New Y o rk ..........................  1919
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Koeppe, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ....................... 1919
Clarence H. Holleman, M.D., 25 E ast 22 Street, New Y o rk ................  1919
Mrs. Ruth V. E. Holleman, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ..................  1919
, Mrs. M aria A. Vandeweg, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ....................  1919
Rev. H enry Beltman ......................................................................................... 1920
Mrs. Sara T. B eltm an....................................................................................... 1920
Miss Tena Holkeboer, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ............................  1920
Miss Jean Nienhuis, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ................................  1920
Miss Elizabeth G. B ruce...............................................................  1921
Richard H ofstra , M.D.......................................................................................  1922
Mrs. Johanna J. H o fs tra ..................................................................................  1922
Miss Clara C. B orgm an............................................................................. 1923
Miss Alma L. M athiesen................................................................................... 1923
Rev. Adam J. W estm aas................................................................................... 1923
Mrs. Nellie K. W estm aas................................................................................. 1923
Mr. George T. Kots ..........................................................................................  1923
Miss Ruth Broekema ....................................................................... 1924
Mr. William R. Angus, under appointment.
A RCO T M ISSIO N
General Address—M adras Presidency, India.
*Mrs. Sophia W. Scudder. V e llo re .............................................. Igg]
Miss Julia C. Scudder, C hittoor....................................................................  1879
Rev. Lewis R. Scudder, M.D., D.D., V ellore..........................................  1888
Mrs. Ethel F. Scudder, V ellore.....................................................................  1888
Miss Louisa H. H art, M.D., M adanapalle................................................  1895
Rev. H enry J. Scudder, Punganur (1890-1894, 1897-1914)................  1919
Mrs. M argaret B. Scudder, Punganur (1897-1914)............................  1923
Rev. William H. Farrar, Hammonton, New Jersey ..............................  1897
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Farrar, Hammonton, New Jersey ..........................  1897
Rev. W alter T. Scudder, T indivanam ........................................................  1899
Mrs. Ellen B. Scudder, M.D., T indivanam ..............................................  1899
Miss Ida S. Scudder, M.D., V ellore..........................................................  1899
Miss Alice B. Van Doren, C hittoor............................................................  1903
Miss Delia M. Houghton, V ellore................................................................  1908
Rev. Bernard Rottschaefer, K atpadi............................................................  1909
Mrs. Bernice M. Rottschaefer, K atpadi....................................................  1910
Miss M argaret Rottschaefer, M.D., V ellore..............................................  1909
Miss Sarella Te Winkel, M adanapalle........................................................  1909
Miss Josephine V. Te Winkel, M adanapalle..............................................  1909
Mrs. H enry Honegger, R anipettai................................................................  1910
Rev. John H. W arnshuis, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ......................  1913
Mrs. Lilian C. W arnshuis, M.B„ Ch.B. (E din .), 25 East 22 Street,
New Y ork .......................................................... ' .......................................  1913
Miss Charlotte C. Wyckoff, C hittoor............................................   1915
Miss Elizabeth W. Conklin, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork .....................  1915
Miss G ertrude Dodd, V ellore........................................................................  1916
Rev. Lambertus Plekhuis, Grandville, M ich............................................  1916
Mrs. Jennie I. Hekhuis, Grandville, M ich................................................  1916
Rev. H erbert E. Van Vranken, R anipettai................................................  1917
Mrs. Nellie S. Van Vranken, R anipettai....................................................  1917
Retired on field.
Miss W ilhelmina Noordyk, Ranipettai ..............................
Miss Clara M. Coburn, 25 E ast 22 Street, New Y ork ..
Rev. James H. Potter, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ..
Mrs. Helen B. Potter, 25 East 22 Street, New York.
Galen F. Scudder, M.D., R anipettai................................
Mrs. M aude S. Scudder, R anipettai................................
Miss Ruth L. Scudder, 25 East 22 Street, New York
Mr. John De Valois, K atpadi............................................
Mrs. H enriette H. De Valois, K atpadi..........................
Miss Alice S. Smallegan. P alm aner................................
Rev. John J. De Boer, V ellore...................... .................
Mrs. E rm a E. De Boer, V ello re......................................
Rev. John D. Muyskens, M adanapalle...........................
Mrs. D ora J. Muyskens, M adanapalle...........................
Mr. Mason Olcott, V ellore..................................................
Mrs. Eleanor G. O lco tt..........................................................
Miss H arrie t Brumler, M adanapalle................................
Rev. Cornelius R. Wierenga, A rn i....................................
Mrs. Ella K. W ierenga, A rn i..............................................
Mrs. Sara W. Zwemer, M adanapalle..............................
Miss Caroline L. Ingham, K odaikanal............................
Miss M ary E. Geegh, K odaikanal......................................
Mr. A rthur W ald, K odaikanal............................................
Miss Helen T. Scudder, C hittoor......................................
Miss Dorothy M. Bailey, under appointment.

























JA PA N  M ISSIO N  
General Address—Japan.
♦Rev. Eugene S. Booth, D.D., 830 W est 179 St., New Y ork ............... 1879
♦Mrs. Florence D. Booth (1912-1915) 830 W est 179 St., New York 1919
Rev. A lbert Oilmans, D.D., Meiji Gakuin, T okyo..............................  1886
Mrs. Alice V. Oilmans, Meiji Gakuin, T okyo......................................  1886
Rev. A lbertus P ie ters. D.D., 141 E ast 10 St., H olland, M ic h . . . .  1891
Mrs. Emma K. Pieters, 141 E ast 10 St., Holland, M ich..................  1891
Miss Sara M. Couch, 23 Uma Machi, N agasaki..................................  1892
Rev. H arm an V. S. Peeke, D.D., Meiji Gakuin, Tokyo (1887-1891) 1893
Mrs. Vesta O. Peeke, M eiji Gakuin, Tokyo ........................................  1893
Miss H arrie t M. Lansing, 32 Kamabushi Cho, Ushigome Ku, Tokyo 1893
Rev. D. C. Ruigh, 16 Higashi Yamate, N agasaki..................................  1901
Mrs. Christine C. Ruigh, 16 H igashi Yamate, N agasaki......................  1904
Miss Jennie A. Pieters, Baiko Jo Gakko, Shimonoseki.............. .. 1904
Rev. W illis G. Hoekje, N agasaki..........................................................  1907
Mrs. Annie H . Hoekje, N agasaki........................................................... 1912
Rev. H ubert Kuyper, O ita ...........................................................................  1911
Mrs. M ay D. Kuyper, O ita ...........................................................................  1912
Miss Jeane Noordhoff, 178 Bluff, Yokohama..........................................  1911
* Retired in America.
Rev. Luman J. Shafer, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ..........................  1912
Mrs. Amy H. Shafer, 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ............................  1912
Rev. Stephen W. Ryder, Nishi H ori Bata, Saga................................  1913
Mrs. Reba C. Ryder, Nishi H ori Bata, S aga ........................................  1914
Miss H endrine E. Hospers, K ata H ori Bata, Saga..........................  1913
Miss F. Evelyn Oilmans, K agoshim a......................................................  1914
Miss C. Janet Oilmans, K agoshim a..........................................................  1914
Rev. A lexander Van Bronkhorst, 439 Minami Shinchi, O ita ..............  1916
Mrs. Helena de M. Van Bronkhorst, 439 Minami Shinchi, O i ta . . . .  1916
Rev. H enry  V. E. Stegeman, 25 E ast 22 Street, New Y ork ..............  1917
M rs. G ertrude H. S tegem an, 25 E ast 22 S treet, N ew  Y o r k . . . .  1917
Miss Edith V. Teets, Hornell, New Y ork ................................................  1921
Miss J. G ertrude Pieters, 141 East 10 Street, Holland, Mich............ 1921
Miss D ora Eringa, Meiji Gakuin, T okyo..............................................  1922
Rev. John T er Borg, K agoshim a..............................................................  1922
Mrs. Amelia S. T er Borg, K agoshim a........................................................  1922
Miss Florence C. W alvoord, Baiko Jo Gakko, Shimonoseki..............  1922
Miss F lora Darrow , 3 Oura Higashi Yamate, N agasaki..................  1922
Miss Florence V. Buss, 3 O ura H igashi Yamate, N agasaki............  1922
Rev. Boude C. Moore, Steele Academy, Nagasaki, Japan ..................  1924
Mrs. Anna McA. Moore, Steele Academy, Nagasaki, Jap an ..............  1924
Miss H enrietta Keizer, under appointment.
Mr. Cornelius A. Dykhuizen, under appointment.
Mr. M artin Hoeksema, under appointment.
A RA B IA N  M ISSIO N
♦Rev. Jam es Cantine, D.D., American Mission, Baghdad, Mesopo­
tam ia ..............................................................................................................  1889
♦Mrs. Elizabeth D. Cantine, American Mission, Baghdad, Mesopo­
tamia ............................................................................................................... 1902
Rev. Samuel M. Zwemer, Cairo, E gypt....................................................  1890
Mrs. Amy W . Zwemer, 25 E ast 22 Street, New Y ork ........................  1896
Rev. F red J. Barny, Bahrein, Persian G ulf............................................  1897
Mrs. M argaret R. Barny, Bahrein, Persian G ulf..................................  1898
Rev. Jam es E. Moerdyk, Ashar, Basrah, M esopotamia....................  1900
Rev. John  V an Ess, D .D., 25 E a s t 22 S tree t, N ew  Y o rk ............. 1902
Mrs. D orothy F. V an Ess, 25 E ast 22 Street, New Y ork ..................  1909
Miss Jane A. Scardefield, Kuweit, Persian G u lf................................  1903
Miss Fanny Lutton, Maskat, A rabia..........................................................  1904
Rev. D irk Dykstra, Amara, M esopotamia..............................................  1906
Mrs. Minnie W. D ykstra, Amara, M esopotam ia....................................  1907
C. Stanley G. Mylrea, M.D., Kuweit, Persian G ulf............................  1906
Mrs. Bessie L. Mylrea, Kuweit, Persian G u lf......................................  1906
♦Mrs. Sharon J. Thoms, American Mission, Baghdad, Mesopotamia,
(1906-1913) ..............  1918
Rev. G errit J. Pennings, Bahrein, Persian G u lf....................................  1908
M rs. G ertrud  S. Pennings, Bahrein, P ers ian  G u lf.........................  1912
Rev. Edwin E. Calverley, Ph.D., Kuweit, Persian G u lf....................  1909
Mrs. E leanor T. Calverley, M.D., Kuweit, Persian G ulf..................  1909
United Mission in Mesopotamia.
Paul W. H arrison, M.D., Kuweit, Persian G ulf................................... 1909
Mrs. Regina R. H arrison, Kuweit, Persian G u lf................................... 1916
Rev. G errit D. Van Peursem, M askat, A rab ia........................................  1910
Mrs. Josephine S. Van Peursem, M askat, A rab ia ..................................  1910
Miss Sarah L. Hosmon, M.D., 25 East 22 Street, New Y ork ..........  1911
Miss Charlotte B. Kellien, Ashar, Basrah, M esopotamia................  1915
Rev. H enry A. Bilkert, Ashar, Basrah, M esopotam ia......................  1917
Mrs. Anna M. Bilkert, Ashar, Basrah, M esopotam ia.........................  1917
Miss M ary C. Van Pelt, Kuweit, Persian G u lf...................................  1917
Louis P. Dame, M.D., Bahrein, Persian G ulf........................................  1919
Mrs. Elizabeth P. Dame, Bahrein, Persian G u lf..................................  1919
Miss Ruth Jackson, Ashar, Basrah, M esopotam ia................................  1921
Miss Rachel Jackson, Ashar, Basrah, M esopotam ia............................  1921
Miss Cornelia Dalenberg, Bahrein, Persian G u lf................................  1921
Miss Grace O. Strang, Kuweit, Persian G u lf........................................  1922
Rev. Bernard D. Hakken, Bahrein, Persian G ulf................................  1922
Mrs. E lda V. Hakken, Bahrein, Persian G u lf......................................  1922
W illiam J. Moerdyk, M.D., Amara, M esopotamia..................................  1923
Mrs. Cornelia L. Moerdyk, Amara, M esopotamia..................................  1923
Rev. Ralph G. Korteling, under appointment.
Mrs. Anna Ruth W. Korteling, M.D., under appointment.
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ACTION OF GENERAL SYNOD
The following recommendations were among those adopted by General 
Synod on June 8, 1925:
1. The designation of the last Sunday in February for the special pre­
sentation of Foreign Missions in our Churches and Sunday Schools with 
an accompanying special offering tow ard the reduction o f the present 
deficit, wherever feasible.
2. The adoption of the Every Member Canvass in all our Churches 
without, however, guaranteeing the exclusion of other appeals from  the 
Boards in the course o f the year as necessity may arise.
3. The presentation to the individual Churches by the Pastor himself 
o f a comprehensive survey of the foreign w ork for which our own 
Denomination is responsible and the conducting of Mission Study Classes 
in connection with the mid-week prayer meeting. The Board prepares 
and makes available literature in brief summary, with this end in view.
4. The apportionment by the Pastors and Consistories of money con­
tributed for denominational benevolences with a view to maintaining close 
touch between the B oard and the individual Church.
5. The prom pt forw arding by the Church of remittances to the Board 
monthly, or a t least quarterly, to avoid the necessity of borrowing from  
the banks in order to maintain regular remittances to the Missions.
6. That, in view of the falling off o f the gifts of the Churches last 
year and the failure to make any notable advance fo r the regular work 
during the last four years, we urge every Church this year, irrespective 
of the relationship of its giving to the quotas of the Church, to make a 
substantial increase in its gifts, to the end that a successful and grow ing 
w ork in the Mission Fields of Asia may not suffer unnatural and 
disastrous hindrance a t a time of real and possibly mom entary oppor­
tunity.
7. T hat an assurance of sympathy and of constant interest be sent to 
all our missionaries in behalf of the ministry and membership of our 
Reform ed Church.
The following action was also taken by General Synod upon motion 
from  the floor:
T hat Synod hereby select o r authorize the Board of Foreign Missions 
to appoint a date in 1925 upon which the churches shall be requested to 
make a sacrificial one-day income offering by which the debt may be 
paid and the deficit banished.

